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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
“Having Fun—Helping Kids”
What a great start for Yaarab 2019. Thank you so much for allowing me to serve as your Potentate. Everyone is already busy making sure we have a fast start to the Circus Campaign and getting our clubs and units off to a fun year. It happens every year that we elect new folks, leaders of
today, and future leaders. Congratulations to all of you who step up and volunteer your time and
energy to take on leadership positions.
The 2019 Annual Election day minutes and results are in this edition of the Basharat. I hope you
will agree that the business of Yaarab was done professionally and transparent. Always remember
that YOU are an owner of Yaarab Shrine, as well as, our 22 Shriners Hospitals for Children. We
always welcome your attendance and participation in all that we do. A special “shout out” goes to
our Merit Award winners; Brian Phillips, Mike Curtis, Bob Anderson, Dennis Hewatt, and Tommy
Hill. Our Gold Merit Award winner was Imperial Sir Richard Burke. These men stand out and
have done awesome things for Yaarab Shrine.
The Circus Kickoff was held last month with a huge crowd. Our new Circus, in fact our TWO new Circuses, were introduced. Royal Hannaford will be in the Big Top and Johnny Rocket’s Cycle Circus will entertain in the new pavilion area
at Jim R. Miller Park. I can’t wait to be at the World’s Largest Shrine Circus this May and plan for all of you to be with
us.
Jim Nelson and his Circus Presales teams are up and running. Make the commitment to be a Thousandaire this year.
Every noble can get there. Ask about the new SUPER PASS, hit the streets for Bucket money, and find sponsors and ads
in your local community. The ultimate level for Circus fundraising is the Platinum Aide. Many of you have come to me
and committed to reaching this extraordinary award level. Thank You and good luck. And, by the way, please be a
Mama/Daddy in 2019.
In this edition of the Basharat, please read about the Valentine’s Party, First Lady’s Tea, Daytona Race Party, Business
Meeting, Spring Ceremonial, Shriners Hospitals for Children - Greenville Open House, and the Yaarab Concert (Elvis).
All these events are happening in February and March. As I said at the Annual Election, what I most want from every
noble, lady, and friend in Yaarab Shrine is for everyone to “SHOW UP” and participate in all that you can.
As you are getting this edition of the Basharat, on February 2nd we are greeting many of you at the Yaarab Leadership
Banquet. All our Personal Aide, Gold Aide, and Platinum Aide award winners, as well as, appointed and elected leaders
of clubs and units and Yaarab are getting together for fun and fellowship. The message is simple. We will be successful
in 2019 if we focus on; “Having Fun - Helping Kids”.
Thank you again for being a Yaarab Shriner. People like you are why we are:

#YAARABSTRONG
Yours in Faith,

Dennis Hewatt
Potentate 2019

OFFICIAL CALL OF THE POTENTATE
Notice is hereby given of a stated meeting of Yaarab Temple,
A.A.O.N.M.S.,
400 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia
For transaction of such business and ceremonial as may be regularly presented
On:
Wednesday, March 6, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.
Social at 5:30 P.M.; Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
Attest:
Kevin Weinz, Recorder

Dennis Hewatt, Potentate
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Dennis Bellamy

The Love of God
Greetings nobles and ladies. I hope all is well and everyone had a great Christmas and
New Year. I want to thank Illustrious Sir Dennis and 1 st Lady Linda for allowing me to serve
as Chaplain for 2019. I’ve been so blessed to have served in this capacity for several years, it
is humbling to be appointed and I will continue to do my best to fill this important job. Illustrious Sir Dennis and our Divan have hit the road running, (Congratulations to each of
you). The Circus kickoff was a great success, we had a huge turn out with nobles ready and
excited to work to make this year’s Shrine Circus and Carnival the best ever. The fairgrounds look better than ever. The new building is complete, and I understand that we will
be able to use it for the Entertainers to perform, as well as, other venues.
We have a wonderful month before us, it is a month of love. As we celebrate Valentine’s
Day we usually relate it to love. Often times we give cards of love, candy, flowers or even
jewelry to the one we love. When we have the love of God in our hearts, we find out that our love for others grows
stronger each day, as it should and will continue as we grow in our relationship with God, after all God is Love. I always counsel with young couples before I officiate their wedding and the first point I make is, in order for their marriage to be successful, they must have God in their lives and in their marriage. The saying, a family that prays together
stays together, is true. It is the man’s responsibility to lead his family in prayer. When situations come, be quick to join
the family in prayer, and when sitting down to a meal, always give thanks. We have so much to be thankful for. The
Love of God is so great that He sent His only Begotten Son to earth to die on the cross for you and me. That is a gift of
love to be thankful for. I’m reminded of a reflection I once read titled: The Love of God: The love of God is an ocean,
and no line can sound its depths. It is a sky of unknown dimensions, and no flying machine can reach its heights. It
is a continent of unexplored distance and no tape can measure its length. It is a width of unsurpassed country, and
no survey can find its boundary. It is a mine of wealth, and no delving of man can estimate or exhaust its riches. It is
a pole of attraction, which no explorer can discover, and the love of God is a forest of beauty, and no botanist can
find and describe its variety and glory.
We also will be celebrating birthdays for two great men, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, both men had a
great love for God and country. General George Washington at Valley Forge praying on the perimeter of his bivouacked continental troops; men discouraged, sick, wounded, hungry and cold, facing unsurmountable odds, was more
contemporary than General Howe without prayer though his troops were well housed, well fed, and well equipped. For
in prayer, Washington was touching the ultimate strategist- God, who held the future of the infant nation, America, in
His Divine purpose. Washington once quoted, “It’s impossible to rightly govern a nation without God and the Bible.”
President Abraham Lincoln in prayer at Washington, D.C., while his nation was involved in a bloody civil war, provoked (in part) by the issue of slavery, was the most contemporary man of his day as he talked with God; because God
all-sufficient, omniscient, omnipotent, sovereign was, and is more concerned about slavery and the welfare of this nation than political and military strategists of either North or South ever could be. When men pray unselfishly, God can
work His will. Where God’s will is being done is the most contemporary place on earth.
Nobles and ladies make plans to attend the Sunday worship services at the fairgrounds both Sundays during the
Shrine Circus.
May God’s Blessings Be Upon You!
Rev. Dennis E. Bellamy
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February 17, 2019
Yaarab Ballroom
2:00 - 4:00 PM

Breakfast at Tiffany’s with the
First Lady
RSVP - Yaarab Business Office By

February 11, 2019
404-872-5818
Daytona Race Party for the Nobles
While the ladies enjoy tea
and fellowship, the nobles
enjoy burgers, hot dogs
and beverages - all while
watching the first NASCAR
race of the season in the
Activities Building.
Time: 2pm - 4pm (rain or
shine)
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2019 GREENVILLE HOSPITAL VISIT & “Love Walk”
By Harold Brooks

One of the events on the calendar for next year is an open house and tour of the
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville Unit. We are asking all Clubs and Units
to talk will all your new nobles and their ladies about attending. The date is Saturday,
March 9, 2019. They will be having a ”Love Walk” early Saturday morning. If anyone
would like to stay Friday night, please call me, Harold Brooks at (404) 205-0917 and I
can make reservations for you. The going room rate for the area is around $100.00
per night. Thank You, and we hope to have a large crowd from Yaarab attend.

BURGER STAND FOR SALE
Yaarab Shrine is currently accepting SEALED BIDS on the Burger Stand pictured below. It will be sold “AS IS”. Please forward
all bids by MARCH 6, 2019. They will be opened and awarded on MARCH 7, 2019. Please send to:

YAARAB SHRINE
200 PONCE DE LEON AVE., NE
ATLANTA, GA. 30308
ATTN: CHIEF RABBAN BRUCE RIDLEY

BURGER STAND IS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION, MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Give the office a call (404) 8725818 ext. 222 (Heather Vincent or Keith Noble) for arrangements.
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO:

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN
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Yaarab Shrine Brick Program
Ordering Form
Name:

Temple #:

Address:
State
:

City:

Zip:

Telephone #:
Unit/Club:
Information to appear on brick:
3 lines, up to 20 characters per line, spaces count as a character as do periods,
commas, etc.

Bricks are $100 each
Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
Emblem:

Cash:
Credit Card:
AMEX:
Credit Card #:
Name on card:

Signature:
Samples already in place:

Shrine
Masonic
None
Payment Information:
Check:

VISA:

M/C:
Exp Date:

Meet the Potentate, Dennis Hewatt
By Sam Black

We Are………#YAARABSTRONG. This rang out from the Gene Bracewell Auditorium on
January 5th as we elected and installed the 2019 Potentate, Dennis Hewatt. He has proven to
be one of the hardest working and dedicated nobles in Yaarab Shrine. Dennis made it clear
that “Having Fun Helping Kids” is what he is dedicated to and challenged all nobles, ladies
and friends to “SHOW UP” and participate in all the great events and activities planned for
2019. He knows that the Clubs/Units are the key to our continued success and congratulated
all of the newly elected Officers.
Dennis was born in Atlanta in November, 1961, grew up in Tucker, and has lived in Alpharetta the last twenty-five
(25) years. He was educated in the Dekalb County School System, graduating from Tucker High School. Upon graduation, he went to the University of Georgia, where he was born and bred a “Georgia Bulldog” and was accepted into the
Terry School of Business. He received a bachelor’s degree in Risk Management and Insurance. Dennis later went to
John Marshall Law School, where he received his law degree (Doctor of Jurisprudence) and passed the Georgia Bar
Exam. Through the years, Dennis has earned the following professional designations: CPCU (Certified Property/
Casualty Underwriter), ChFC (Chartered Financial Consultant), and CLU (Certified Life Underwriter).
Dennis became the youngest principal agent (20 years old) that worked for Nationwide Insurance Company after
graduation from UGA. During his twenty-year tenure, he was promoted through Corporate Management ultimately
filling the final position as National Sales Officer. In 2005, Dennis left his corporate position and purchased an insurance agency. Within a five-year period, he acquired five more agencies with several offices in Metro Atlanta and the
Florida panhandle. With over 40 employees he serves thousands of customers by making sure they have the right coverage, premium, and company.
Dennis was raised a Master Mason in Roswell Lodge #165 in 1988. He is also a Charter member of Metro Daylight
Lodge #743, and is a member of Scottish Rite. He became a noble in Yaarab Shrine in 2010. Dennis follows in his
Grandfather and Dad’s footsteps as both of them were also Shriners, being members of Tucker Shrine Club. Dennis’s
Father was president of Yaarab’s Golf Association in 1983. He is a proud member of Cumming Shrine Club and Yaarab’s Golf Association. He has served in all six positions of the Divan, from Recorder to Chief Rabban. Dennis is passionate about the Shriners Hospitals for Children Charity Classic and played a key role in its success. He has been a
Platinum Aide every year for the last seven years. But, the best “job” he has is being a Board of Governor member at
Shriners Hospitals for Children - Cincinnati.
In August 1985, Dennis married his high school sweetheart, Linda. They have two children, Michael, a graduate of
Georgia Southern, working in the insurance business, and Amanda, a graduate of Georgia Gwinnett who is newly married to Nick. They both work for Boar’s Head.
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Meet Kevin Weinz, Recorder
By Sam Black

Patience and determination finally paid off for noble Kevin Weinz as he was elected Recorder of Yaarab Shrine during the Annual Business Meeting on Saturday, January 5,
2019.
It was through noble Weinz’s untiring efforts of visiting Yaarab Shrine’s clubs and units,
along with his dedication to Shrinedom, that proved he will be a dedicated leader on Yaarab’s Divan.
Kevin Weinz was born in Hartford, Connecticut, and raised an Army brat having lived
in France, Germany, South Korea, and the states of California, Kansas, and Virginia.
Kevin moved to Orlando, Florida after attending Carson-Newman College and entered the outdoor advertising industry working for Cashi Signs. After 7 years, he then went to work for 3M National Advertising in its Orlando office as
a national account manager where he was nationally ranked in the top 5% of the sales force and held numerous sales
records. He was able to start his first outdoor advertising company Rite Media based in Clermont, Florida in 1993.
The company was later sold and Kevin moved to Atlanta in 1997 starting his current company Southern Displays.
Kevin became a noble in Yaarab Shrine in 2015. He is a Shrine legacy and his father was a member of ACCA Shrine
in Richmond, Virginia. He belongs to a number of organizations within Shrinedom. These include: Motor Corps, Loganville Shrine Club, Gwinnett Shrine Club, Yaarab Golf Association, and the Order of Quetzalcoatl. Through his efforts in collecting money, Kevin achieved the level of Platinum Aide each of his years as a member. He also belongs to
Charity Daylight Lodge #754.
Kevin and Pat married in 2000 and reside in Snellville, Georgia, and have four children, and five grandchildren.
Their granddaughter Zoie is one of our Shrine patients at Shriners Hospitals for Children - Tampa.
Any noble can clearly see that Noble Weinz has true dedication and ability enabling him to run Yaarab Shrine now
and in the future.

December Business Meeting

Illustrious Sir Gary Lewis (l) presents a 50
year Shrine Certificate to John Harp, P.P.
(1994).

Yaarab’s Past Potentates in attendance (l to r):
(2013)SHC Trustee, Chuck Pittman, P.P.;
(2012) Chuck Rager, P.P.; (2014) Imperial
Sir Richard Burke, P.P.; (1994)John Harp,
P.P.; (2018) Illustrious Sir Gary Lewis;
(2006)J.D. Mitchell, P.P.;(2002) Mike
Hulsey, P.P.; (2009)Gary Petty, P.P.; (2010)
Mike Autry,P.P.; (2015) Larry Cline, P.P.;
(2016)Brent Bivens, P.P.; and (2017)Danny
Huggins, P.P.

Fifty Year Yaarab Shriners are presented their 50 year
Certificates and Lapel Pins for their dedicated service
to Yaarab Shrine and Shrinedom. Thanks for your service, and congratulations.

2019 Yaarab Shrine Annual Meeting & Election –
Dennis Hewatt, Elected Potentate
Kevin Weinz, Recorder
By Sam Black, Basharat Editor
A blustery 45 degree morning greeted a crowd of 433 nobles as they convened in the Gene Bracewell Shrine Auditorium at Yaarab Shrine Center on Saturday, January 5, 2019 for the 129th Annual Business Meeting and Election. The
event resulted in the unanimous election of Dennis Hewatt as the 97 th Potentate of Yaarab Shrine. It took only one ballot for Noble Kevin Weinz to win the position on the bottom rung of Yaarab’s Divan as Recorder.
Meeting Call to Order Introductions, Welcomes, Reports
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Illustrious Potentate Gary “Shoo Fly” Lewis calling all Officers to
man their stations. He requested 1st Ceremonial Master, Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers, to start the meeting by introducing
special guests and Past Potentates. Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers proceeded to introduce all Past Potentates in attendance.
Having been invited by Illustrious Sir Gary “Shoo Fly” Lewis to join him and Yaarab’s Divan on the stage, a grand parade of fourteen (14) Past Potentates of Yaarab Shrine followed. Past Potentates present included Illustrious Sirs: Danny Huggins (2017), Brent Bivens (2016), Larry Cline (2015), Richard Burke (2014), Chuck Pittman (2013), Chuck Rager
(2012), Ray Skiles (2011), Mike Autry (2010), Gary Petty (2009), J.D. Mitchell (2006), Mike Hulsey (2002), J.J. Moore
(2001), Dennis Lester (1998), and Stratton “Z” Zelack (1996). Also in attendance were Associate Past Potentates,
George Thurlow (2001 – AMARA SHRINE), Denny Blair (2002 - HASAN SHRINE) and Garry Smith (2008 – MARZUQ SHRINE). Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers proceeded to introduce 2017 Grand Master of Masons in Georgia, Gary
Leazer. He was invited to join Illustrious Sir Lewis and Yaarab’s Divan on the stage. To show appreciation for these
noted dignitaries, Illustrious Sir Lewis asked for a standing ovation from the nobles present.
In opening remarks by Illustrious Sir Lewis, he made mention that this day was the 129th Annual Business and Election meeting for Yaarab Shrine and the election of the 97 th Potentate. He further introduced 2017 Past Grand Master of
Georgia Masons, Gary Leazer. He mentioned how he very much appreciated Past Grand Master Gary Leazer in attendance.
Illustrious Sir Lewis requested Yaarab’s Chaplain, Dennis Bellamy to give the invocation. This was followed by the
presentation of colors by Yaarab’s Legion of Honor Unit, led by Noble J.D. Henson. Illustrious Sir Lewis next introduced Roger Wise, Yaarab Shrine Ambassador to Government, to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag. Upon
everyone in attendance and standing, Roger asked all present to please sit down. Puzzled about this request, all sat,
and then Roger asked all Veterans to again stand to be recognized. A large amount of Yaarab nobles who served our
country stood, followed by everyone standing for the pledge. This was followed by Yaarab’s Soloist, Billy Petitt leading
everyone present in singing “God Bless America”. This was followed by all present saying the pledge to our flag. Illustrious Sir Lewis asked all nobles present to give a round of applause to the Legion of Honor for their superb job of presenting the colors.
Illustrious Sir Lewis then called on Recorder Robert Hampton to call the roll checking attendance for Yaarab’s clubs
and units present. Upon completion, Recorder Hampton reported there were 18 units and 31 clubs in attendance.
Illustrious Sir Lewis asked Recorder Hampton to read the minutes of the last business meeting held December 5,
2018. A motion was made by Noble Tommy Hill to dispense of the reading of the minutes, in the essence of time, and
proceed with the meeting. Upon a motion duly seconded, voted on and passed, the reading of the minutes was dispensed. It was noted that if any noble wanted to read these minutes, they could go to the Yaarab Shrine office at any
time. Recorder Robert Hampton reported that our membership as of January 1, 2019 was 3,146.
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Budgets, 2017 Recap, Contracts
Illustrious Sir Lewis introduced Finance Chairman Terry Bruckner to read the final 2018 finance report for Yaarab
Shrine. He reported that we ended the year 2018 with a positive financial position of $351,390.00. Members of the
2018 Divan applauded all nobles for their hard work in making 2018 a great and successful year. Illustrious Sir Lewis
stated that the distribution of the dollar increase in dollars would be as follows: $50,000.00 – dedicated for Circus
budget, $10,000.00 – dedicated for 2019 Membership, $10,000 – dedicated for 2020 Membership, $10,000.00 – dedicated for 2021 Membership, $139,000.00 - dedicated to the Yaarab Home Association(YHA), $20,000.00 – dedicated for unpaid expenses for 2018, $60,000.00 for equipment, $30,000.00 for savings, $20,000.00 for technology improvements at the Yaarab Shrine Center, $2,390.00 deposited into the Lifeline Account for the total of $351,390.00. A
motion was made that the 2018 finance report be approved as read. The motion was duly seconded, voted on, and
passed.
Illustrious Sir Lewis made remarks for his year as Potentate, 2018. He announced that Yaarab presented a check at
the 2018 Imperial Session in the amount of over $1 million dollars. He next proceeded to thank all nobles present for a
great year. Then next thanked all Yaarab’s Past Potentates; Chief Aide, Mike Fincel; Deputy Chief Aides; Appointive
Divan; Basharat Editor, Sam Black; Membership Chairman, John Law; Hospital Board Members from Yaarab, Chief
Rabban Dennis Hewatt, Danny Huggins, P.P., Mike Hulsey, P.P.; Board of Trustees Member, Chuck Pittman, P.P.; Imperial Officer, Richard Burke, P.P., and the 2018 Divan members. What a great year it was in 2018.
Illustrious Sir Lewis next called on Chief Rabban Dennis Hewatt to present Circus contracts for approval. Chief
Rabban Hewatt announced that there would be a new Circus for 2019. It would be the Royal Hannaford Circus with
the Wade Show Carnival. It will be held May 17-27, 2019 at Jim R. Miller Park in Marietta, Georgia. He announced
that he was presenting the 2019 Circus and Carnival needing approval. A motion was made to accept the contracts,
duly seconded, voted on and passed. Chief Rabban Hewatt also mentioned that he would be planning a trip. It will be
to Las Vegas, Nevada on October 1-4, 2019, for all Yaarab’s nobility and at no cost to Yaarab Shrine. This is the weekend for the Shriner’s PGA Golf Tournament for the Shriners Hospitals for Children. A motion was made to accept the
trip, duly seconded, voted on and passed.
Illustrious Sir Lewis again thanked all nobles present for a job “well done” in a successful year – 2018.
Imperial Sir Richard Burke, P.P. Presides
Illustrious Sir Lewis next introduced and requested, Imperial Sir Richard Burke, P.P. to conduct the annual Yaarab
Election. Imperial Sir Burke proceeded to congratulate Illustrious Sir Lewis, the Divan, and all nobles present for a
very successful 2018. He commented on how proud he was to be a member of Yaarab Shrine. With this being said, he
asked all current 2018 Divan members to remove their jewels and vacate their stations proceeding to start the regular
election format in a most dignified manner.
Election
Imperial Sir Burke next recognized, Illustrious Sir Chuck Rager, P.P., who placed Dennis Hewatt in nomination for
Potentate. Without any other nominations, Dennis Hewatt was unanimously elected Potentate of Yaarab Shrine for
2019. Instead of breaking for a unit or club demonstration, it was announced that this event would be delayed until the
afternoon session so that the Shrine ladies and families could witness the celebration.
Next, Imperial Sir Burke recognized Noble Chip Hicks, Dalton Shrine Club, who nominated Bruce Ridley for the position of Chief Rabban. The floor was opened for any other nominations and there being none, Bruce Ridley was unanimously elected to the position of Chief Rabban for 2019. Red Devil Clown member, Matt “Tiny” Greer was next introduced. He nominated Dennis Davidson for the position of Assistant Rabban. The floor was opened for any other nominations, and there being none, Dennis Davidson was unanimously elected to the position of Assistant Rabban for
2019. Illustrious Sir Gary Petty, P.P., was next recognized and he nominated Tom Holt for the position of High Priest &
Prophet. The floor was opened for any other nominations and there being none, Tom Holt was unanimously elected to
the position of High Priest & Prophet for 2019. Illustrious Sir Danny Huggins, P.P. was next introduced. He nominated Jeff Ferguson for the position of Oriental Guide for 2019. The floor was opened for any other nominations, and
there being none, Jeff Ferguson was unanimously elected to the position of Oriental Guide for 2019. Illustrious Sir
Brent Bivens, P.P. was next introduced. He nominated Robert Hampton for the position of Treasurer. The floor was
opened for any other nominations, and there being none, Robert Hampton was unanimously elected to the position of
Treasurer for 2019. This completed the normal election format of advancing to the next office open.
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There were three (3) candidates seeking the office of Recorder. Mike Fincel nominated Kevin Weinz (Yaarab’s Motor Corps, Loganville Shrine Club, and Golf Association). Lonnie Mahan nominated Charlie Bailey (Dalton Shrine Club
and Yaarab’s Provost Guard). Provost Guard member, Ed Turner nominated Jim Ketcham (Yaarab’s Provost Guard).
Imperial Sir Burke introduced the Head Teller, Don Malcom to oversee the balloting. Noble Malcom announced that
his assistants for the ballot counting were Jim Weaver, Jim House, and Jim Scott. Respective Tellers for each candidate were as follows: appointed for Kevin Weinz (Seth Carter, and Rick Collins); appointed for Charlie Bailey (Bugs
Reddix and Thomas Cofer, with alternate- Jim Warren); and appointed for Jim Ketcham (Chuck Hulsey, Jimmy Spurlin with alternate – Joe Ethridge). Noble Malcom said that there were 394 possible votes and it would take 198 votes to
win.
As the votes were being counted, Imperial Sir Burke called on the 2018 Finance Chairman Terry Bruckner to present
the proposed budget for 2019. He gave a review of the budgeted expenses. A motion was made to accept the 2019
budget as read. The motion was duly seconded, voted on, and passed.
Appointments for Southeastern and YHA
During the continued ballot count, Imperial Sir Burke called on High Priest & Prophet elect, Tom Holt for nominations of Southeastern Shrine Association for the ensuing year of 2019. He placed in nomination, Potentate elect Dennis
Hewatt, Assistant Rabban elect Dennis Davidson, and the new Recorder elect for 2019. Hearing no objections, the
above nobles were elected as Southeastern Shrine Association Representatives for 2019. Imperial Sir Burke next called
on Treasurer elect, Robert Hampton, for nominations of South Atlantic Shrine Association representatives for the ensuing year of 2019. He placed in nomination, Potentate elect Dennis Hewatt, Chief Rabban Bruce Ridley, Assistant
Rabban Dennis Davidson, High Priest and Prophet elect Tom Holt, Oriental Guide elect Jeff Ferguson, and new Recorder elect for 2019 for South Atlantic Shrine Association representatives for the ensuing year of 2019. Hearing no
objections, the above nobles were elected as South Atlantic Shrine Association representatives for the ensuing year of
2019. Imperial Sir Burke next called on Oriental Guide elect Jeff Ferguson for nominations to serve on Yaarab’s Home
Association (YHA), with each to serve a three (3) year term. He placed in nomination: Noble Richard Stonecipher,
Noble Glenn Harris, and Illustrious Sir J.D. Mitchell, P.P. Hearing no objections, the above nobles were elected to
Yaarab’s Home Association for each to serve a three year term.
Yaarab Shrine is entitled to elect four Representatives to the Imperial Council. Oriental Guide elect Jeff Ferguson
nominated Potentate elect Dennis Hewatt, Chief Rabban elect Bruce Ridley, Assistant Rabban elect Dennis Davidson,
and High Priest & Prophet elect Tom Holt. Hearing no objections, the above nobles were elected to Imperial Council
Representatives.
Recorder Elected
Head Teller Don Malcom next announced that the ballot counts were complete. He said we had 394 votes cast, and
it would take 198 to elect. Noble Kevin Weinz won the Recorder position for 2019 by a majority vote on the first ballot.
Noble Charlie Bailey and Noble Jim Ketcham both graciously withdrew their names and asked that their votes be
placed for Kevin Weinz.
Membership and Hospital Awards
The gavel was passed back over to Illustrious Sir Gary Lewis who thanked Imperial Sir Burke for his outstanding
coverage of holding the 2019 Yaarab Election. Illustrious Sir Lewis then called on 2018 Membership Chairman John
Law for presentation of awards. Chairman Law presented the award, for the Top Individual responsible for getting the
most new members, to Tim Murphy (Fayette Shrine Club). He next presented the award for Top Individual in Units in
Yaarab Shrine for getting the most new members, to Charles Frazier (Yaarab’s Motor Corps). The award for the Top
Club in Yaarab Shrine getting the most new members, was presented to Tucker Shrine Club, (Jack Wade, President).
The award for the Top Unit in Yaarab Shrine getting the most new members, was presented to Yaarab’s Motor Corps,
(Perry Gibbs, President).
Illustrious Sir Lewis next called on Hospital Crusade Assistant Chairman Markus Sanders, for presentation of the
2018 Hospital Awards. Noble Sanders announced that the Third Place award for Clubs went to Dalton Shrine Club
(President Jim Warren), turning in $76,772.43. Second Place award for Clubs went to Fayette Shrine Club (President
Tim Murphy) turning in $81,371.08. First Place award for Clubs went to Henry County Shrine Club (President Keith
Ware), turning in $81,913.65. Third Place award for Units went to Knights of Mecca Unit (President Lee English),
turning in $9,961.16. Second Place award for Units went to Yaarab’s Motor Corps (President Perry Gibbs), turning in
$32,801.30. First Place award for Units went to Yaarab’s Potentate Escort Unit (Captain Bill Costa), turning in
$40,058.27. This was the eleventh year in a row that the Potentate’s Escort Unit came in First Place. Third Place
award for Individuals in Clubs went to George Chastain (Dalton Shrine Club), turning in $15,507.14. Second Place for
Individuals in Clubs went to Chip Hicks, (Dalton Shrine Club), turning in $16,921.99. First Place for Individuals in
Clubs went to Paul Paulicelli, Fayette Shrine Club, turning in $53,465,00. Third Place award for Individuals in Units
went to Kevin Weinz, Yaarab’s Motor Corps Unit, turning in $8,798.00. Second Place award for Individuals in Units
went to Perry Gibbs, Yaarab’s Motor Corps Unit, turning in $11,175.52.

First Place in Units went to Bill Costa, Yaarab’s Potentate’s Escort Unit, turning in $15,324.60. Illustrious Sir Lewis
again called on Ambassador Roger Wise for a special presentation. Upon swearing in ceremonies of the new Secretary of
State, Illustrious Sir Gary Lewis will be presented a certificate for being an “Outstanding Georgia Citizen”. This will be
presented to Illustrious Sir Lewis at a later date.
The time being 11:00 p.m., Illustrious Sir Lewis announced that the meeting would be in recess for lunch and would
reconvene not later than 1:00 p.m. Lunch would be served to the Nobility in “D” room of the Shrine Center.
Reconvene Meeting
Illustrious Sir Lewis asked if there were any Hospital presentations to be made. Oriental Guide elect Jeff Ferguson
presented a check in the amount of $6,500.00 from Granite Center Shrine Club. Noble Pete Denson and members of
Chattooga Shrine Club presented a check to Illustrious Sir Lewis in the amount of $57,000.00 for the 2018 Yaarab Hospital Crusade. Illustrious Sir J.D. Mitchell, P.P. presented a $500.00 check from the First Baptist Church, Lithia Springs,
Georgia. Illustrious Sir Larry Cline, P.P. presented a $400.00 check. Total amount of Hospital presentations totaled
$64,400.00. It is hoped that Yaarab will again meet the $1,000,000 goal for 2018.
Merit Awards
Illustrious Sir Lewis next started the presentation of five Merit Awards for outstanding service to the community and
the Shrine. Illustrious Sir Lewis presented Merit Award #421 to Potentate Elect Dennis Hewatt (Cumming Shrine Club
and Yaarab’s Golf Association). Newly elected Potentate Dennis Hewatt presented #422 to Bryan Phillips (Coosawattee
Shrine Club). Newly elected Chief Rabban Bruce Ridley presented #423 to Mike Curtis (Paulding County Shrine Club).
Newly elected Assistant Rabban Dennis Davidson presented #424 to Tommy Hill (Yaarab’s Alkuwa Unit). Newly elected
High Priest & Prophet Tom Holt presented #425 to Bob Anderson (South Fulton Shrine Club and Yaarab’s Motor Corps
Unit).
Illustrious Sir Lewis next awarded the coveted Potentate’s Gold Merit Award to Imperial Sir Richard Burke, P.P.,
member of Gwinnett Shrine Club.
Forest Adair Memorial Cup Award and Emeritus Awards
Illustrious Sir Lewis next presented the beautiful special Forest Adair Memorial Cup. This award is presented on a
rotation basis for future years to recognize efforts of the clubs and units in Yaarab Shrine. Goals to be met to win the
award include: 1) positive growth, 2) positive attitudes, 3) increase in raising funds, and 4) supporting the Shriners Hospitals for Children. The 2019 presentation of this award, again went to Yaarab’s Paulding County Shrine Club. Congratulations to the members of Yaarab’s Paulding County Shrine Club.
Illustrious Sir Lewis’s final comments were directed to thanking many nobles who made 2018 a great year. He started
by thanking Jack Iler and the Yaarab parade staff for a great parade season. Others included Al Hilsman for presiding
over the 2018 Circus staff; Jack Wade for taking charge in the Circus setup staff; Don Malcom and Illustrious Sir Danny
Huggins, P.P. for a great Sportsmen’s Raffle; Ray Crews for taking care of the Yaarab Shrine bus and having a safe driving record; our hospitality and bar crew consisting of Bryan and Sharlene Phillips, Mike and Elaine Stone, and Mike
Mitchell; Children’s Easter Party Chairmen, Howell and Dawn Bradford; Children’s Christmas Party Chairmen, Jerry
and Doris Brookshire; all Yaarab Past Potentates; 1st Ceremonial Master Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers and Appointive Divan
members; Chief Aide Mike Fincel and Susan with all other Deputy Chief Aides; and especially all the 2018 Divan members. Most of all, Illustrious Sir Lewis again said “thank-you” to all Yaarab nobles present. It is all of you that makes
Yaarab great and he said he appreciates and loves everyone.
Newly Elected Officials Swearing In Ceremonies
Next came the swearing in ceremonies. The gavel was turned back over to Imperial Sir Richard Burke for the installation of Officers for 2019 as Installing Officer. Illustrious Sir Chuck Rager, P.P. served as Installing Marshall. The Elective
Divan and Appointive Divan lined up in front of the stage and prepared to take their oath of their new office. Imperial
Sir Burke next presented Gary Lewis his plaque and gavel for 2018. Yaarab’s Installing Marshall, Past Potentate Chuck
Rager next presented to Imperial Sir Richard Burke the newly elected Yaarab’s official Divan officers and Appointive Divan members for 2019. Imperial Sir Burke next proceeded with the swearing in of the newly elected officials to their respective positions. Imperial Sir Burke next called on Illustrious Sir Chuck Rager to read the Shriner’s Creed. He then
asked each Officer to raise their right hand and take the oath of office. After this, he asked newly elected Potentate, Dennis Hewatt, to advance one step forward to take his oath of office as Potentate for 2019. Upon completion, Imperial Sir
Burke recognized new First Lady Linda and asked her to present, newly elected Potentate Dennis, his new Potentate’s
Fez and Potentate’s jewel. Imperial Sir Burke next recognized Judy Burke and asked her to present Past Potentate Gary
Lewis, with his Past Potentate’s Fez. Having completed the duty of installing the new elected officials of Yaarab Shrine
for 2019, Installing Marshall, Past Potentate Chuck Rager, made the appropriate Proclamation of Installation, and presented the Potentate’s Gavel to newly elected Potentate Dennis Hewatt. He then relinquished the program over to Imperial Sir Burke, who presented all the newly elected members of the Yaarab’s Board of Directors for 2019 to all nobles present.

Demonstration for Newly Elected Potentate
Imperial Sir Burke relinquished the program back to Past Potentate Gary Lewis, who, in turn, presented the newly
elected Potentate Dennis Hewatt to everyone present. The demonstration followed with members of the Potentate’s
Escort leading the processional displaying their beautiful Harleys forming an honor guard for the ensuing parade.
Newly elected Potentate Dennis Hewatt and First Lady Linda proceeded in being escorted through the honor guard on
a bright red golf cart with Georgia “BullDawg” stickers all over and driven by his Chief Aide Johnny Cosby and wife
Belinda; members of Yaarab’s Arab Guard Unit; members of newly elected Potentate Dennis’s Shrine club, Cummings
Shrine Club; and members of Illustrious Sir Dennis Hewatt’s Masonic Lodge, Roswell Lodge #165.
Illustrious Sir Lewis next presented the gavel to newly elected Potentate Dennis Hewatt for 2019. Illustrious Sir
Hewatt with great emotion, proudly thanked everyone present in addition to some newly appointed key Chairmen
through a very informative talk. He also announced that he was set for a great 2019 and said that we should promote
#YAARAB STRONG in everything we do. Illustrious Sir Hewatt announced that everyone present was invited to Yaarab’s Shrine Ballroom for a delightful reception to start off 2019 in a positive way. Illustrious Sir Hewatt announced
that his motto for 2019 is: “HAVING FUN – HELPING KIDS”.

Forrest Adair Memorial Cup
This award is presented on a rotation basis for future years to recognize efforts of the clubs and units in Yaarab Shrine.
Goals to be met to win the award include: 1) positive growth, 2) positive attitudes, 3) increase in raising funds, and 4)
supporting the Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The 2019 winner of the “FORREST ADAIR MEMORIAL CUP”, for second year in a row
goes to the PAULDING COUNTY SHRINE CLUB - CONGRATULATIONS !!!
Yaarab’s charter was officially approved on June 23, 1890, at the annual session in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. However,
it did not reach Yaarab Temple until October 15. It should be noted that on the duplicate copy hanging in the business
manager’s office, the name of John S. Alfred, is not listed among the charter members, even though he received Shrine
Card Number One at the organizational meeting.
After the first year, this new fraternal organization in Atlanta was starting to be noticed by individuals, especially Masons. On March 18, 1891, Atlantan Forrest Adair was initiated into Yaarab Temple. Destined to become the most influential member of Yaarab, the son of a pioneer Atlanta real estate broker, Adair became the second Potentate of Yaarab
Temple and served as such for thirteen years. He later became the first life member of the Imperial Council from Yaarab.
It was through his persuasive power, delivering his famous “Bubbles Speech” in Portland, Oregon in 1920, that he made
the Shrine Disabled Children’s Hospitals possible.
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MERIT AWARD AND GOLD MERIT AWARD
THE MEANING OF EACH
Captions by Sam Black/Photos by Thom “Squeeky” Ledford

Merit Awards are awarded annually to five (5) outstanding nobles at the Yaarab Annual Business Meeting and Election.
A rotating Merit Award Committee receives nominations and selects five nobles for Yaarab Shrine’s coveted award, according to the criterion set back in 1923. That criterion specifies “long service as members of Yaarab Shrine, or nobles
who, by their great and specific unselfish actions toward humanity, their brother noble, or the Shrine, shall stand out
preeminently as deserving this honored recognition”. Since 1923, Merit Award Certificates and medals have gone to
420 deserving nobles.
Pictured (l/r) 2018 Merit Award Recipients: #422 –
Bryan Phillips (Coosawattee Shrine Club), #423 – Mike
Curtis (Paulding County Shrine Club), #421—Potentate
Elect Dennis Hewatt – (Cumming Shrine Club & Yaarab’s Golf Association), #424—Tommy Hill ( Yaarab’s
Alkuwa Unit), and #425—Bob Anderson (South Fulton
Shrine Club and Yaarab’s Motor Corp).

The coveted Gold Merit Award is Yaarab Shrine’s highest award. It is also awarded at the Yaarab Annual Business Meeting and Election. The Gold Merit Award is given at the discretion of the outgoing Potentate, and the recipient must already hold the Merit Award Certificate. There has been fifty-four (54) Gold Merit Awards given since it’s beginning in
1970. There were five years, during that time that two Gold Merit Awards were given in the same year.

2019 Potentate’s Gold Merit Award was presented to Imperial Sir Richard Burke (Yaarab Past Potentate & Gwinnett Shrine Club).
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TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
By Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers
A week that started off with a devastating earthquake in Los Angeles and temperatures in the single digits in Atlanta,
saw a small crowd of five hundred and fifty Nobles gather for the Annual meeting of Yaarab Temple on January 19,
1994. Due to the untimely death of our Recorder, Noble Mike Leonard, it was the duty of the nobility to elect both a
Treasurer and Recorder for 1994. Illustrious Potentate Marshall Stephens turned the election over to Past Imperial Sir
Gene Bracewell. Before starting the election, Imperial Sir Bracewell stated the Shriners Hospitals were doing well and
gave his thanks to all that had participated in the recent hospital drive. He then recognized Past Potentate Tracy
O’Neal who nominated John B. Harp, Jr. for Potentate. A unanimous ballot was cast and Noble Harp was declared to
be the 70th Potentate of Yaarab Shrine.
After a brief demonstration for the new Potentate, other members of the Divan advanced to the next highest position.
Frank Beckworth to Chief Rabban, Stratton Zelack to Assistant Rabban, Steve Padgett to High Priest and Prophet, and
Dennis Lester to Oriental Guide. Two candidates were nominated for Treasurer, Noble Mike Hulsey and Noble Gene
Baker. With a majority vote, Noble Baker was elected Treasurer. Three candidates were nominated for Recorder, Noble Mike Hulsey, Noble J.J. Moore and Noble Randy Edwards. The results were close but Noble Edwards won by a narrow majority.
Other activities during the evening were the presentation of several awards. Potentate Stephens presented Noble
Charles Hardy with a special Potentates award for his continued support with the “Hardy Lights” which had collected
$175,000.00 for the Yaarab Hospital Crusade. Next, Potentate Stephens called Chief Aide Jim Bray to the stage for a
special award. Illustrious Sir Marshall stated that Noble Bray had already received both the Merit Award and Gold
Merit Award. However, for his endless work and untiring efforts as Chief Aide, Illustrious Sir Stephens presented him
with a special plaque for his dedication.
Six Merit Awards were issued. Illustrious Sir Stephens presented No. 264 to Chief Rabban John Harp, No. 265 was
presented to Noble Sam Gray, No. 266 was presented to Noble Ed Russell, No. 267 was presented to Noble Homer Phillips, No. 268 was presented to Noble Ray Ross and No. 269 was presented to Noble Cliff Mott. Illustrious Sir Stephens
then presented Yaarab’s highly coveted Gold Merit Award to Noble T. Aubrey Morse.
In closing, Illustrious Sir Stephens thanked everyone for their hard work and dedication in making this a banner year
for Yaarab Shrine.” It has been a rewarding and enriching experience in my life.” He then asked that each and every
noble to extend their support as they had done for him, to our new elected Potentate John Harp and the Divan. He also
asked that the Lord bless each of us who make up the Yaarab Temple family and that He bless our efforts to provide a
healthier and happier life for burned and crippled children.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Membership Report
By Ralph O. Dennis
It is my honor and pleasure to have been selected by our Potentate to fill the shoes of
John Law. Those are big shoes to fill and we are going to try. We are continuing some
of the programs that have been working and adding some that we think might add to
them.
We are going to have Club/Unit liaisons on the Membership Team. These nobles will
work with the club/unit membership chairmen. Each liaison will have up to six
club/units to work with. In conjunction with this, we are asking that each membership
chairman give us a short monthly report of what his group is doing. It is our goal to
reduce suspensions to less than 75 for 2019. We also want to create 200 new nobles.
In working closely with the Director’s Staff, the Ritual Team and the Oasis Committee
we have planned four full Ceremonials for the year. Those will be on March 9, June 8
(Helen), September 7, and December 14. All Ceremonials, except the Summer
Ceremonial in Helen, will be at the Yaarab Shrine Center.
Our fee schedule will remain the same:
January 1– March 30—$180
April 1– June 30- $135
July 1– Sept. 30- $90
Aug. 1– Dec. 15- $45 (note that 2020 dues—$115-are immediately due)
We will also continue with the Recruiter Rewards Program. It will remain: 4 = shirt,
6 = shirt plus jacket, 8 = all of the preceeding, plus an additional 2500 Crown of Honor
points, 10 = all of the above and 2020 dues are paid.
We can reach our goal of 200 new nobles if EACH ONE – REACH ONE. With 3,100
nobles think of where we will be if each of us signed ONE!
Thank you for thinking membership!

20—Basharat— Feb/Mar 2019

2019 Basharat Deadline Dates
MARCH 15, 2019

APRIL AND MAY ISSUE

MAY 15, 2019

JUNE AND JULY ISSUE

JULY 15, 2019

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER ISSUE

SEPTEMBER 15, 2019

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER ISSUE

NOVEMBER 15, 2019

DECEMBER AND JANUARY ISSUE

basharat@yaarabshrine.org
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News from Cincinnati
2019
Burn Awareness Week
National Burn Awareness Week takes place February 3-9.
The focus of this year’s campaign is preventing burns from scalds.
According to recent statistics, the overall number of major burn injuries
are down however the proportion of those burns caused by scalds has
steadily increased. They are the cause of over one-third of all burn
related injuries.
Eighty five percent of scald injuries occur in the home. With children
under the age of five, that number increases to 95 percent. Many of
these burns occur from spilling or pulling down hot liquids from stoves
or tabletops.
One common example is coffee— it takes less than two seconds of
exposure to water at 148° to cause injuries serious enough to require
surgery, yet most coffee is heated to 175°.
Another frequent area for scalds in children is the bathroom. Hot water
heaters should be set at 120°F, or just below the medium setting.
HOUSEHOLD TIPS TO AVOID CHILDHOOD INJURIES DUE TO SCALDS:
•

Make sure children have a safe, supervised play area out of the traffic
path between the stove and the sink.

•

Use placemats instead of tablecloths around small children, who may
use the cloths to pull themselves up.

•

Never hold hot liquids when holding a child, and never set them i
reach of young children.

•

Turn pot handles toward the back of a stove, and keep cords for
electric hot pots and cookers out of reach.

•

Always test bath water with your hand or elbow before immersing
a child, and keep the temperature at 100°.

•

If a burn does occur, remove clothing from the injured area, stop the
burn process with cool (NOT cold) water, then cover the area with a
clean, dry sheet or bandage and seek medical attention.

As always, we count on your help to spread the word about burn safety,
and to make sure families know where their children can receive the
finest specialty care.

If you know a child who could benefit from our services,
share our information:

www.shrinershospitalcincinnati.org
or call

855-206-2096
to make an appointment; no referral is needed.

Shriners Hospitals for Children® – Cincinnati is one of only
four freestanding hospitals in the country dedicated to the
treatment of pediatric burns and specializing in plastic and
reconstructive surgery. Our physicians’ experience and expertise in pediatric burn treatment, cleft lip and palate, complex wound and skin conditions, and plastic and reconstructive surgery makes Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati
a first choice for care.
SHC-CIN_Media Resources.Feb._2019
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February 2019
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

Wed

5

6

Thu

7
Charity Daylight
Lodge #754

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Leadership Banquet 5:30PM

Valentine’s Party
6PM

<—————-—-Circus Office Open 3-6:30PM————-————->

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

First Lady’s Tea
2PM
Daytona 500
Party 2PM

24

Circus Office
Open 10AM-3PM

Circus Office
Open 10AM-3PM

Circus Office
Open 10AM-3PM

13

14

20

21

27

28

Wed

Thu

Valentine’s Day
Circus Office
Open 10AM-3PM

Circus Office
Open 10AM-3PM

15

16

22

23

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Roadrunner Banquet 6PM
Circus Office
Open 10AM-3PM

March 2019
Sun
3

Mon
4

Tue
5

Chairman Meeting 3PM

10

11

12

6

7

Business Meeting
Social 5:30PM
Dinner 6 PM
Meeting 7PM

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754

13

14

Greenville SHC
Open House

15

DST Begins

17

16
Spring Ceremonial 9AM
“Elvis” Concert
5:30 PM

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

St. Patricks’s Day

24

Wall of Fame
Celebration
5:30PM

31
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

First Lady’s Golf
Tournament
10AM

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Good Friday

Easter Party 11AM

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

Easter

28

Membership Specialist 6PM

100 Club Lunch
11AM

Rainy Day Giveaway 6PM

COMING SOON TO A LODGE NEAR YOU
It is our greatest wish that you will embrace this program and with your own good works, we may grow
our Fraternity together. The concept is very simple.
All we need to do is share the history and knowledge
of who we are and what we do, to our eligible friends
or family members. We are not asking anyone to join,
rather, we are creating curiosity and hopefully, sparking the desire of our friends and family members to
ask more questions about Freemasonry, and in time,
ask the “RIGHT” question. A Freemason is never
prouder than the moment they raise a friend or family
member.
All we ask of you is a referral of eligible friends or
family members who you believe might make a good
Freemason. Postage paid postcards are being distributed to the Brethren of our lodges along with a good,
firm explanation of what Grand Lodge is hoping to
achieve. Once you mail in your referrals, these individuals will receive a series of letters sharing our history and what we are today. Our hope is that the recipients of these letters will be prompted to ask you
about Freemasonry. There is also a website where
individuals desiring to know more can sign up to be
contacted by a member in their area. This is a bold
program that we believe will help carry our Craft into
the future.

JUST THREE EASY STEPS!
Think of good men that you believe will be good
Masons.
Fill out the postage paid referral postcard and drop
in the mail.
Share the reasons you wanted to become a Mason with
family and friends and let your light shine for others to
see. Remember, sharing your passion for Freemasonry
can help spark revival of the world’s greatest fraternity!
If your referral does not live in your district but has
asked the right question, we will help you work to find
an active Lodge close to them where they may have their
degree work done as a courtesy to your Lodge. Brethren,
this is something we can do together to grow our great
Fraternity. So, let’s get started!
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Membership Corner
By John Law

I submitted the following article to Imperial Public Relations and Membership. I believe my thoughts reflect Yaarab’s
strong leadership, quality programs and activities along with strong clubs and units. Enjoy!!

Developing a Strong Shriner Membership Body
ABCs of an Active and Successful Shrine Center
Developing a strong Shrine Center membership body: How do we foster a strong and vibrant membership body at our
Shrine Centers? How do we create a strong membership culture with an inclusive environment? And how do we create a
SC that will attract new members? Consider the ABCs of membership development; Activities, Brotherhood and Communications.
Activities: Quality activities bring life to our Shrine Centers. Activities in the form of SC programs, events, inclusive
meetings, as well as, club/unit programs and events. Participation in these activities is how we develop current membership and attract new membership. It is what gives meaning to our organization and creates a culture that is positive, inclusive and strong. It is how we have more petitions for membership, more affiliations, less suspensions and less demits.
As such; leader’s roles are to foster quality activities and monitor desired outcome. In doing so, always be inclusive of the
nobility and their needs and interest. This is what will make our goals for membership (and fundraising) attainable. To
do so, have a plan in place with a strategic vision of where you want to go, where you want your SC to be this time next
year and what activities will be valued by your membership?
Make it fun! Be proactive! Make it happen! Be enthusiastic! Enthusiasm is contagious. Members will follow if you
lead. And always remember, expectations breed results. You set the expectations!
Some key points to remember are;
Promote Imperial I AM – R U referral program
Promote activities in your newsletters and communications
Enlist your PR Chairman, newsletter editor and social media to communicate your programs and events
Don’t forget the ladies
Promote your Shrine Center’s clubs & units
Invite Masons to all non-tyled events.
Base activities on the Masonic principles
Always emphasize your Shrine Center’s goals and our overall goal of the Shriners Hospitals for Children
Always recognize your club, units and individuals for accomplishments
Be consistent in all your communications
Develop your leaders (identify your leaders)
And promote, promote, promote
Brotherhood: As Masons, we have a common principle inherent in our Masonic journey. These include the principles of
truth, relief and brotherly love. Shriners offer another dimension to our brotherhood; fun, fellowship and common goals
to support our Shriners Hospitals For Children. Our focus on these principles are the basis of what binds us in our
brotherhood. It is a culture that binds our organization to our common goals and creates a sense of belonging. In most
of our Shrine Centers this culture already exists, and leadership has it as effective tools to promote SC goals. We can capitalize on our brotherhood, Masonic unity and Masonic principles. Promote teams / teams promote inclusion / inclusion
promotes our brotherhood.
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Some key points to remember are;
Be transparent
Govern organizational decisions on Masonic principles
Promote our core values and Masonic principles
Promote your Blue Lodges and invite Masons to all un-tyled SC/club/unit events
Align culture and values with our mission; Shriners Hospitals For Children
Communicate goals and purpose with passion, truth, relief and brotherly love
Be consistent in communicating our brotherhood with those principles
Inspire and embrace members, club’s and unit’s initiatives
Solicit feedback (value feedback)
And promote, promote, promote
Communication: There are two components to how we can effectively communicate and promote activities at our Shrine
Centers. One is direct communications between leadership and membership. And one is through communication medias via Newsletters, Email, Social Media and Shrine Center Web Sites.
And so, how can the Potentate and Divan play a direct and critical role in communications? The Divan should have consistent messaging when they are talking at clubs, units and events. The Potentate should consider having printed talking
points in each Divan members hand and updated each month so that messaging is consistent.
A regular newsletter or magazine is probably the best way to reach all membership. It should showcase upcoming activities for your Shrine Center to include information from clubs and units about their past events and upcoming activities.
Personal notes about individual accomplishments are great.
While a newsletter is very effective, it may not be sufficient in today’s world; especially if we are to communicate with our
younger generations. In addition to a quality newsletter, your communications should include Email, SC Web site, Text,
Digital, Graphics, Social Media (Facebook), Calling Posts etc. These provide a way to reach out to membership on a more
frequent and timely basis than a newsletter.
Some key points;
Have a Newsletter Editor responsible for publication and editing of a regular newsletter or magazine
Assure newsletter relevance to your Shrine Center events and activities
Appoint a PR Chairman that can affect good communications
Appoint a Web Master Chairman to manage your Shrine Center’s Web site (provide training if necessary)
Appoint a Social Medial Chairman to maintain a presence on Facebook (social media is powerful)
Attract articles from clubs and units for your newsletter
Remember; the future requires other forms of digital communications
And promote, promote, promote
In Closing: The roles of our Shrine Center Leadership, Public Relations and Membership Committees are to work toward
creating quality activities and programs; and then communicating and promoting them. Keep a focus on our Masonic
brotherhood of fun and fellowship in all you do.
Enlist your Public Relations Team and Membership Team to communicate all activities and initiatives to your Shrine
Center. Get the word out and have SC Leadership promote activities and programs in their regular communications with
clubs, units and associations.
A.B.C . (Activities, Brotherhood and Communications). A simple formula to make your SC, clubs and units a place Masons want to be a part of, to effectively attract new membership and assure fundraising goals are met. With a healthy
active membership body, new membership can be attracted to our organization.
An important note; membership must be the number 1 priority; continuously promoted by our imperial leadership and
Shrine Center Leadership. It should be promoted at all meetings and each Shrine Center should have a Membership
Chairman and Membership Team with direct support of the Potentate and Divan’s membership goals. Promote Imperial I AM – R U referral program!
John R. Law
Membership Chairman Yaarab Shrine
Public Relations Region 12
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News from Yaarab Units
Arab Guard
By Ralph O. Dennis
The Arab Guard is busy, and it doesn’t look like we will
slow down soon. We had 13 nobles “dress out” to receive
our new Potentate, Ill. Sir Dennis Hewatt. It was a great
morning for our Unit. We had some first timers that thoroughly enjoyed the festivities of the day!
The Circus Kickoff was an awesome evening. The Guard
had 25 nobles and ladies present! What a great night of fun
and fellowship. This year we will man two concession trailers at the entrance to the Circus arena. This means more
work but a lot more fun too!
The Guard has a group that will be attending the EastWest Shrine Game. We have been asked by our Potentate
to man the hospitality suite and to help at the tailgate party
before the game. By the time this is read, they may be
home but knowing this group, it will be guaranteed that
they had fun.
Come and join us at our meetings for some good fun,
food and fellowship.

Golf Association
By Marshall Smith
In December, the Yaarab Golf Association elected new
Officers for 2019. They are as follows: President, Marshall
Smith; First Vice President, Max Harper; Second Vice President, Bob Mount; and Secretary/Treasurer, Terry Bruckner. Our thanks to 2018 President Lee Williams and his
Officers for the great job they did for 2018. We had our
Christmas party on December, 19th at Yaarab Shrine Center, and had a good turnout. We were honored to have Illustrious Sir Gary Lewis and most of his Divan at the party.
During this time we awarded the Champion Golfer Award
to Max Harper and the President's Cup to Eddie Black.
Congratulations nobles for this outstanding accomplishment.
On Wednesday, January 9th, we had our first meeting of
2019. The regular meeting day is the first Wednesday of
each month, but was moved back in January due to the holidays. Eddie Black, chairman of the First Lady's Golf Tournament, gave us some information on the tournament.
It will be held on April 1st at Bentwater Golf Club in
Acworth. The cost will be $400.00 for a team and $100.00
for a hole sponsor. The money raised will go toward the
First Lady's Project for this year. More information will be
out soon.
The members of the Yaarab Golf Association would like
to remind all nobles that we are always looking for new
members, and remember you do not have to be a member
of the Association to participate in any of our golf outings.
They are held on the second Thursday of each month starting in March. For information on where we will be playing
on particular play days, call Lee Williams at 404-414-4985
or Marshall Smith at 404-358-3354. There's always lots of
good fun and fellowship.
Newly elected Recorder Kevin Weinz, a YGA member,
spoke and thanked everyone for their support during his

campaign for Recorder. Newly elected Potentate Illustrious
Sir Dennis Hewatt then spoke to the group concerning this
year’s Shriners Hospitals for Children Charity Classic Golf
Tournament, which will be held on November 4 at the
Manor Golf and Country Club in Milton. There will be
more details later as they are available. The meeting was
then adjourned.

The Mighty Motor Corps
By Jeff Neely
Another year has come to an end and the Mighty Motor
Corps would like to take a moment to thank our Past President, Perry Gibbs, for all his hard work and dedication in
making 2018 a great Motor Corps year. We would also like
to thank our Past Potentate, Illustrious Sir, Gary Lewis, for
his commitment and diligence in continuing the legacy of
Yaarab Shrine and “Securing Our Children’s Future”. We
are excited to welcome Glenn Harris as the new Motor
Corps president and lady Shirley as the new Motorette
president. They both have big shoes to fill, but we are confident in their leadership and their dedication to making
2019 an even better year.
Our stellar 2018 year ended with the amazing Motor
Corps Christmas Party. It was an event to end all events.
There were well over one hundred nobles and ladies in attendance. So many people were involved in making this
night such a huge success. The Yaarab Shrine Center’s
kitchen staff and Head Chef, Anna, created an amazing dinner menu. Becky Gibbs and Nan Wages assembled fantastic Motor Corps themed decorations. Alexander Davidson
captured such beautiful formal portraits of our nobles and
ladies, as well as, Brother Mike Jones who spun the tunes
that got the brotherhood boogying. During this evening of
fun, the Motor Corps recognized 28 of our Thousandaires
who presented a $5000 check for Shriners Hospitals for
Children, but not to be out done, the Motorettes also presented a check for $2240.
Election Day was held on January 5th. The Motor Corps
would like to welcome our new Divan, especially new Potentate, Dennis Hewatt and his lady Linda. We look forward to a wonderful year working with him and being
#YAARABSTRONG! We are equally excited to work with
our Chief Rabban and new Motor Corps liaison, Bruce Ridley. Lastly, we would like to extend a hearty congratulations to our own Motor Corps member, Kevin Weinz, as the
new Recorder for the Divan.
The 77th Annual Circus Kickoff was held on January 12th.
We were thrilled to have so many people in attendance.
The Mighty Motor Corps pledged $65,000.99, of which
Danny Plunkett said he was responsible for the 99 cents.
Thank you to all who came out and made this event a fantastic showing of support for Yaarab Shrine. Now get out
there and raise some money! We not only want to reach
our monetary goal; but want to have more Thousandaires
than we did last year.
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News from Yaarab Units (cont’d)
We are looking forward to the Motorette Valentine’s
Dance February 8th. Look for my email regarding the details. Hope all our nobles will be there with their sweethearts. The following evening is the Yaarab Valentine’s
Dinner Dance on February 9th at 6:00 p.m. Bring your favorite sweetie and enjoy dinner and dancing. Be sure to
RSVP.
February 17th is the First Lady’s Tea and Daytona Race
Party. While the ladies enjoy teas and fellowship in the
Yaarab ballroom (2 p.m. - 4 p.m.), the nobles will enjoy
food and racing in the Activities Building (2 p.m. - 4 p.m.).
Be sure to RSVP to the Business Office, (404) 872-5818,
ext. 222 or 226.
Be sure to get your Motor Corps vehicle projects done.
We want as many members to participate in as many parades and competitions as possible.

2019 Motor Corps Officers

News from Yaarab Clubs
Appalachian Shrine Club
By Carl Jackson
The Appalachian Shrine Club elected our Club Officers.
They are as follows: President, Jeff Fortenberry; 1 st Vice
President, Shawn Dyer; 2nd Vice President, Carl Jackson;
Secretary, James Rosser; and Treasurer, Bob Kirby.
President Fortenberry spoke of his plans for the
year. He explained what his goals for the Club are and how
we were going to achieve them. He is a Lieutenant with the
Union County Fire Department. He has achieved that position of leadership by taking many courses and training and
the experience of countless emergency and fire calls and
"Kicking it". He fought a life threating disease by facing
fears and proactively "Kicking it". He has built several successful businesses by deciding where he was going and then
"Kicking it". He quoted Mark Twain by saying "The secret
of getting ahead is getting started".
Jeff told us that our slogan this year would be "Kicking
It” we are going to break our Club’s records in Bucketing,
Circus Ad Sales, Sportsmen’s Raffle Ticket Sales, and Road
Runner trips. We are going to achieve these goals by getting started and getting out and "Kicking it". That makes
sense to us and we are excited by the challenge.
On the first day of the year, President Fortenberry and
2nd Vice President Jackson delivered a wheelchair to one
of our children here in Union County. We started the year
with a strong showing of committed members at the January Election. Eight members came down from the top of
the state to help elect our Yaarab leaders. We have started
bucketing when the rain stops long enough, and we were at
the Yaarab Shrine Center for the Circus Kickoff. Hey, we
are "Kicking it".
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Cedar Valley Shrine Club
By David Johnson
Wishing you a very Happy New Year. Another year has
started off with a bang, and we are already planning our
new year with our new slate of Officers. We had our election of Officers last year. The 2019 Officers are as follows:
President, Brent Gaiser; First Vice President, Dee Fourier;
Second Vice President, Jerry Tracy; Secretary, Ken Tomason; and Treasurer, Lee Williams. We are looking forward to a very good year under our new 2019 Officers. Assistant Rabban Bruce Ridley held our election and swore in
our new Officers. Thank you, Bruce, for taking care of this
for us.
We had several attend the elections of our new Divan
and helped elect our new Recorder Kevin Weinz. Congratulations to our new elected Potentate, Dennis Hewatt. We
are looking forward to working with Dennis and the newly
elected 2019 Divan this year.
We had the “Black Camel” visit us this year and we lost
one of our beloved nobles, Dr. Jerry Weaver, who was also
the doctor for Yaarab Shrine, for several years. We had a
very large crowd attend his service on January 13, 2019, in
Cedartown, Georgia.
Our club went to Rock Run for their parade this year.
We had a great time, as we always do. We gave away lots of
candy to the kids and they had lots of fun.
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News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
The Circus Kickoff was held on January 12, 2019, and we
had several of our members attend. The program was
great, and so was the food. Our Club hopes to help make
funnel cakes again this year at the Circus. The Circus will be
held this year – May 18-27, 2019.
Our kids are all doing very well now. We have made several trips to Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville,
for their check-up.
We are looking forward to a great year in 2019, and may
God bless this country and our Military.

and Shriners. One couple brought their son out who was in
a wheel chair, but that did not slow him down. What an
inspiration and a blessing he was. The entire evening was a
blessing for all who were there. AMEN
The toys were delivered to twelve elementary schools in
Cherokee County. The Masons and Shriners made a difference in the lives of many young kids in our neighboring area. I cannot say enough about what you all accomplished
for this Christmas season; Hickory Flat Masonic Lodge
#205, Cherokee Shrine Club, and everybody who was involved in any way shape or form!
Nobles you missed a great meeting on January 3rd. Your
Cherokee Shrine Club
new
President Scotty laid out some of his plans for 2019
By Don Meyer P.P.
and asked for our support. He is already planning our
“Spoke and Wheel Toy Ride”, as well as, some other ideas.
Well, nobles, a lot has happened since our last article.
The dinner of soup and salad put on by the ladies really hit
Your Cherokee Shrine Club has been real busy.
In November, we had the election of our 2019 Club Offic- the spot. Kudos to who ever made the Brunswick stew, it
ers. The election was conducted by Yaraab Shrine Oriental was the “BOMB”. Nobles, if you were not there, you missed
one of the best meals yet. The desserts were very tasty, as
Guide Tom Holt, after which he also installed the elected
always. We had 11 nobles and seven ladies present who
st
Officers: President, Scotty Pack; 1 Vice President, Robbie
nd
Richards; 2 Vice President, Richard Hamilton; Secretary, really enjoyed the meal and the fellowship! What a way to
start the new year.
Gordon Owens; and Treasurer, Earl Darby. He also inNobles when you receive this issue of the Basharat, we
stalled our Trustees, our Circus Chairman and Membership
will
have a new Divan. At our next meeting, February 7 th,
Chairman. These last two Chairmen will need lots of help.
we
will
discuss the programs of our newly elected PotenAs you know, MEMBERSHIP is everyone's responsibility.
tate.
Nobles,
it would be great to have a good showing that
As for the Circus all you nobles know how much hard
night.
Remember,
the Cher-O-Kettes also have their meetwork it is, so start thinking and planning your time, so you
ing,
so
bring
your
wife,
tell her you are taking her out to
will be free to help. You know and I know you can find time
dinner,
she'll
enjoy
that!
Don't forget your Fez!
to help. Contact Gordon Owens to step up and work a day
See
you
at
our
next
meeting.
or two! Thanks, nobles.
Our monthly meetings have been getting a little better
but we still miss YOU. We always have good food and fellowship, and we still meet on the first Thursday of every
month, in case some of you have forgot. We have a few new
members, and we will have more at our 2019 meetings,
come out and meet them.
The “Spoke and Wheel” Toy Ride was OK, but with more
sponsors it would have been better. The ride started at
Hickory Flat Masonic Lodge #205 with 12 Shriners and
Lodge members assisting in the send off. There were 79
riders on 42 bikes. The ride ended at Yaraab Cherokee
County Shrine Club where the Cherokee County HS ROTC
was assisting in parking the bikers, and they also put down
kickstand parking blocks as they arrived. All riders and
workers were served a great BBQ lunch prepared by Richard Hamilton. We had 10 workers serving and cleaning up
afterwards.
Toy shopping day was Sunday, November 18, at 6:00
a.m. at the Target Store in Canton Market Place. The manager, Mr. Phillip Carkhuff was very accommodating, bringing extra help to assist as needed and to speed up the check
out before the store opened. Kudos goes to Target, the
Shriners, Masons and ladies who were present early that
morning. Twenty four little Elves did a lot of shopping.
Separating the toys was another huge endeavor. On November 27, we separated toys to get ready for the big push
on December 6th. That night there were over fifty people at
the Shrine Club to help. We had Rainbow Girls, Demolay
Boys, Eastern Star Ladies, Daughters of the Nile, Masons

Fayette Shrine Club
By Ronny Duncan Jr.
The Fayette Shrine Club finished 2018 strong and we are
looking forward to a great 2019 by “Helping Kids - Having
Fun”. The Club ended the year with a profitable ham sale,
election of Officers, a merrymaking Christmas party and
recognition by Yaarab Shrine for the hard work of the Club
and special recognition of a few nobles.
Under the guidance of Harold Logsdon, the nobles of the
Club worked diligently to sell all 600 of the hams for our
annual fall fundraiser. Distribution of the hams took place
at the Club on December 15 in time for everyone to enjoy
during the Christmas and New Year holidays.
The Officers of the Fayette Shrine Club moved up as follows: President, Walter Harris; Vice President, Harold
Logsdon; First Vice President, Brad Stai; Treasurer, Tommy
Hildebrand; and Secretary, Ronny Duncan, Jr. The Officers
will work hard to continue the progress from last year.
The Club celebrated Christmas with a party on December
1st. We had 45 nobles and their ladies attend the festive
event. N2U serenaded the guests with live music. Everyone had a great night of music, dancing, fellowship and fine
hors d’oeuvres.
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News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
The club received three plaques from Yaarab Shrine for
it’s hard work during 2018. Tim Murphy received recognition for Membership Award-Top Individual Club. Paul
Paulicelli was awarded 1st place plaque for Individual- Hospital Crusade. The Fayette Club finished a close 2nd for
Club-Hospital Crusade behind Henry County Shrine Club.
As the Fayette Club moves into 2019, we will welcome
the Potentate and Divan on February 3. It will be a great
honor to have them visit our Club.
Following the Potentate’s visit, the Fayette Club will
have a Super Bowl watching party. This event will be a
BYOB. Everyone is welcome. Come and enjoy the fellowship of the nobles of “THE” Fayette Shrine Club.

Scheugenpflug USA,
Executives visit
Shriners Hospitals for
Children—Greenville.

Lanier Shrine Club
By Gary Lawrence

The Lanier Club had a strong finish exceeding it’s Hospital Fund Pledge after greatly exceeding it’s Circus pledge
earlier in the year – five Thousandaires, four Personal
Aides, four Gold Executive Aides, and one Platinum ExecuKennesaw Mountain Shrine Club had our regular quar- tive Aide. Special thanks go to Gene Kiser for making arterly daylight meeting on Monday, January 14, 2019. Little rangements with the Gainesville WalMart for bucketing in
Mable, a patient at our Shriners Hospitals for Children July and October. Also, thanks to Jerry Lothridge who
Greenville, was our special guest, along with her mom and hosted the 30th Annual Dinner/Raffle at the Gainesville
grandmother. Mable’s mom gave us an update on her pro- Civic Center to raise money for the Hospital Fund.
gress. We always enjoy the updates given on this precious
At the Club’s Christmas Dinner on Friday, December 7th,
little girl.
outgoing 2018 President, Gary Lawrence, presented the
The Master Gardeners of Cobb County held their annual incoming President, Rob Baisden, his president’s fez. At
Christmas Party at our facility last month. They made a
the dinner also, Ms. Ann Shubert, the outgoing 2018
contribution to the Shriners Hospitals for Children Shrinette president was given a gift to recognize her service
Greenville in the form of gift cards.
by the incoming President, Ms. Becky Sisk.
Kennesaw-based Scheugenpflug USA, Inc. recently visited Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville. “As we
close out the business year, rather than spending money to
buy small individual gifts, as a way to express our appreciation to our customers, we decided to spend the same
amount in one gift, that would make a difference in the
lives of the children suffering with medical conditions”,
said Christian Geier, General Manager of the company’s
operations. Accompanied by the Officers of the Kennesaw
Mountain Shrine Club, President Herman Johnson, Vice
President Mike Turner and Secretary Bill Carver. A big
In addition, Gary gave special recognition to Larry Miller
“Thank You” to Scheugenpflug for their support of the
who achieved Platinum Executive Aide in 2018. Larry has
Shriners Hospitals for Children.
set a great fundraising example for Club members as we
Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club will be hosting a car
begin 2019.
show/gospel singing featuring “The Joymasters Quartet”
and “The Heard Family Singers” from Canton, Georgia.
Barbecue plates will be sold. The time of the show will be
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00p.m. Please mark your calendars.
More information to be announced at a later date.
Ray Crews has been appointed as Hospital Chairman.
Ray is looking to increase the Hospital support.
Terry Chaffin will serving as the Sportsmen’s Raffle
Chairman. President Herman Johnson will serve as the
Earlier in the month, the Lanier Shrine Club held the elecNovelty Chairman of the Circus.
tion of 2019 Officers. The following were elected to the reOur condolences are extended to the family of B. J.
spective positions: President, Rob Baisden; First Vice PresSmith, Past President of the Kennesaw Mountain Shrine
ident, Josh Smith; Second Vice President, Bryan Lance;
Club.
Treasurer, Keith Chandler; and Secretary, John Sisk. These
Our next regular meeting will be February 11th. Our
Officers were sworn in by our incoming 2019 Divan Liaison
next daylight meeting will be February 8th.
Officer, Oriental Guide Jeff Ferguson.
If you are in the area and do not have a home club, we invite you to come attend one of our meetings.

Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club
By John Foster

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
The Club especially appreciates the advice and support of
our 2018 Liaison, Oriental Guide Tom Holt.
At the December Winter Ceremonial, the Club welcomed
four new Yaarab Shrine nobles, thanks to the efforts of
John Fite and Rob Baisden, bringing the Club to a total of
five new members in 2018.

Front Row (l/r): Secretary,
John Sisk; 1st Vice President,
Josh Smith; Treasurer Keith
Chandler.

Members of the Lanier
Shrine Club

Back Row (l/r): 2nd Vice President, Bryan Lance; President,
Rob Baisden.

Newnan Shrine Club
By Jimmy Jones

Pictured : Jay Hughes, Louie Wilson, Jr.,
Cal Holdbrook, and David Richardson (all
4 new nobles). Chuck Tatom, Scott
Horne, Jim Jones, and Sam Black
(December Class Honoree).

Northeast Dekalb Shrine Club
By Sam Black
First of all, I would like to say “thank-you” to Illustrious
Sir Gary Lewis, the 2018 Divan, and Yaarab Shrine for bestowing on me the honor of having the 2018 December
Winter Ceremonial Class of new Yaarab nobles named for
me. It was a great honor and I was very humbled by an
honor I will never forget.

Happy New Year – 2019 – wishes extended to everyone.
The newly elected Officers of the Northeast Dekalb Club for
2019 are as follows: President, Gordon Fox; First Vice
President, Jim Rust; Second Vice President, Tom Donald;
Treasurer, Tom Hunt; and Secretary, Sam Black. We need
the support of each member of the Northeast Dekalb Club
to make 2019 another successful year. Congratulations are
extended to 2019 Merit Award Recipients at the Annual
Election and Business Meeting: Illustrious Potentate Dennis Hewatt, Brian Phillips, Mike Curtis, Tommy Hill, and
Bob Anderson. Congratulations also go to Imperial 2nd Ceremonial Master Richard Burke, P.P. for being the recipient
of the Potentate’s Gold Merit Award for 2019.
Happy February birthday greetings are extended to Sam
Black (4).
Congratulations to newly elected Potentate Dennis
Hewatt, newly elected Recorder Kevin Weinz, as well as, all
other Divan members elected to the next higher office for
2019. Let’s all get behind and support our Divan, so we can
continue to have successful years for Yaarab Shrine.
The major focus for Yaarab Shrine, at this time, is the
2019 Yaarab Circus and Carnival, again to be held at Jim R.
Miller Park, May 17 – May 27, 2019. The 2019 Yaarab Circus kickoff was held Saturday, January 12, 2019. The
Northeast Dekalb Club pledged $ 3,500, and with all member’s help, we will meet and beat this goal. It would be appreciated if all Northeast Dekalb Club members would send
in their Mama-Daddy monies. This will not only give you
Crown of Honor points, but will help the club reach 100%
participation in this program. Northeast Dekalb Club
members, please make sure you mark your calendars for
the Circus. We will work hard, but will enjoy some good
fellowship.
The members of the Northeast Dekalb Club would like to
extend a special invitation to all “At-Large” members in
Yaarab Shrine, or other Yaarab members seeking a new
club, to come visit us. We meet the 1st TUESDAY of each
month on the lower level of the Gene Bracewell Activities
Building. We have dinner in the club room at 6:30 p.m.
and the meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. We extend an invitation to all qualified nobles to come and enjoy some good,
peaceful fellowship. Hope to see you in the near future.
Let’s remember our service men and women who are in
Harm’s Way to protect our freedom. We pray they will stay
safe and return home soon.

Paulding County Shrine Club
By Guy Fisher
I would like to start by thanking each and every noble
and their lady who has been involved in making Paulding
County Shrine Club #YAARABSTRONG. Congratulations
to Illustrious Sir Dennis Hewatt on being elected to the Office of Potentate, as well as, all other newly elected Divan
members. We are proud and will be here to support you
and the Divan in any way we can. We wish you guys nothing but success in 2019 .
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News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
On Election Day, the Paulding County Shrine Club also
received the Forest Adair Award for the second year in a
row. “WOW”, what an accomplishment. We cannot tell
you how much of an honor it is to have been awarded this
award once again. It means a lot to our Club, and we plan
on working hard this year to stay in the running for it in
2020. Our President Mike Curtis was awarded Merit
award #423 presented by Chief Rabban Bruce Ridley.
The 2019 Circus Kickoff (largest crowd ever) was a huge
success. With our guys cooking and our ladies serving, we
were busy. We made a pledge of $85,000 or more, and we
are confident we can do that.
Our weekend at the Bass Pro Shop has passed for 2019.
We had a great amount of nobles show up and sell tickets.
We are excited to kickoff the Circus season. Let's make
#YAARABSTRONG. The Election of the Divan and Reception was a swell day and great start for 2019. Congratulations to the newly elected Divan, as well as, all new Yaarab’s club and unit Officers for 2019.

Rome Shrine Club
By Paul Brownlow
Greetings to YAARAB nobles, and Happy New Year to
everyone from Rome Shrine Club. The last days of 2018
were very busy for Rome Shrine Club. On Saturday, December 1st 2018, we held our Annual Awards Banquet and
Dinner. Everyone in attendance enjoyed the good food,
fun, and fellowship.
December 13th was not only our regular meeting; it was
also our election night. The following Officers were elected
for 2019: President, Bob Mount; 1st Vice President, Shane
Dover; 2nd Vice President, Clay Middleton; Treasurer,
Frank Nealey; and Secretary, Paul Brownlow. Thanks to
Treasurer Jeff Ferguson for helping us with our elections.
The Rome Shrine Club celebrated New Year’s Eve at the
Club house with a dance and fellowship featuring the live
music of the “South Country” band.
We had a great time at the Circus Kickoff, and are looking forward to all the other events that make spring a very
busy time. The Rome Shrine Club nobles are excited and
optimistic about 2019 and we’re ready to go to work. Let’s
make 2019 our best year yet.
Again nobles, thank you for all you do for the kids!

Article of Interest—”Duties of a Hospital
Chairman”
By Anthony N. Warren
There are many things that go on behind the scenes of
our beloved philanthropy that often go unnoticed or unappreciated. One such job is the Hospital Chairman’s Job.
Noble Jerry Collins of the Rome Shrine Club has occupied the Hospital Chairman’s or Co-chairman’s job since
1973. He initially started working with E. E. Padgett. In
the mid-80’s, Stanley Payne came in to assist Jerry. At that
time, Jerry recommended Stanley for the Chairmanship
because Stanley worked for Floyd Hospital as the manager

of the EMTs and as such, he knew medical terms and he
also knew personnel who were concerned or involved with
medical treatment in Floyd Country. Due to ill health of
Stanley, Jerry took over the Chairmanship in 1990 and has
held that office ever since.
I believe that a majority of our Club members, as well as,
most of the Yaarab members do not know all that has to be
done to get a child admitted into our hospital system.
Usually a noble or a parent will call Jerry and ask for an
application. Jerry then investigates the family to assess the
needs of the child. Jerry takes the parents an application.
He then follows that application from parents through the
hospital system. The hospital would then send a letter to
the parents and to the sponsor, and to Jerry indicating they
had been accepted or rejected, but Jerry notes about 99%
are accepted. In the letter is an appointment date for assessment and treatment. Jerry then introduces the patient
and family into the Rome Shrine Club system. He arranges
transportation for the patient’s appointment. Two qualified drivers drive the Rome Shrine Club transportation van
usually to Greenville, SC, or to Cincinnati, Ohio. Jerry
keeps accounting records of expenses because the parents
do not pay for anything.
On the occasion of a burned child, usually the hospital
emergency room will call Jerry and inform him that the
burned child needs to go to the Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati (burn center). Jerry will go to the emergency room at any hour he is called. He will go in and talk
to the parents about the Shriners Hospital care system and
especially about the Cincinnati burn Center and assure
them that the Rome Shrine Club will see to it that they will
never have to worry about Cincinnati being so far from
Rome because the Rome Shrine Club would provide transportation and pay expenses for the patient and the family.
If the patient needs to be airlifted, Jerry stays with the patient after being called by the charge nurse in Cincinnati
who okays the trip. The airplane is dispatched from Cincinnati with a trauma crew aboard. Jerry picks the trauma
crew up and takes them to the hospital. They then get the
patient ready to travel. The air ambulance takes Jerry, the
crew, and the patient to the airplane and depending on jet
or prop, the trip takes anywhere from 30 minutes to an
hour to land in Cincinnati. The airplane notifies the tower
about the situation and the tower gives priority right-ofway over all other airplanes.
The Shriners Hospitals for Children - Greenville has informed Jerry in the past that they have more patients from
Floyd County than any other county in Georgia. This is
probably because we purchased our own band of Shriners
and take particular care of our patients.
Jerry has maintained a scrapbook of patients that we
have been entrusted to our care. It is full of thank you letters and pictures of the patients. One letter from a 12-yearold patient who had been badly burned writes that, “Mr.
Jerry will be there for me until the day he dies.”
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News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)

Jerry Collins with his files and scrapbook
Over the years, Jerry Collins says that he has processed
and planned for over 300 children. Under Noble Collins’
supervision our Roadrunners have racked up over 3 ½ million miles taking kids and families to the respective appointments.
Noble Collins has stated that he will keep doing this job
as long as he is able. One immense joy about the job was
when he went to assess a child of about five years old. His
foot was turned inward. When Jerry went to investigate
the application, the mom called the child who came running and tripped and fell over his own feet. Years later,
Jerry was attending a T-ball game and saw the mother.
Jerry asked the mother how the boy was getting along and
the mother responded, “That is him playing centerfield.”
Jerry commented that knowing the boy’s previous condition and watching him running and playing like the other
children and able to play baseball was a moving experience.
Noble Jerry can identify with our children’s situations
because he was once a Shrine polio patient.

congratulate the Yaarab Shrine Divan for being elected to
their new positions, especially Illustrious Sir Dennis
Hewett for being elected Potentate and Noble Kevin Weinz
for his election to the Recorder position. We would also
like to say “thank you” to Past Potentate Gary Lewis for his
leadership in 2018.
And last but certainly not least, was that an awesome
2019 Circus Kickoff? Definitely a full house and how about
that Grand Prize for the Sportsmen’s Raffle? Who wouldn’t
spend $20.00 for a chance to win a new truck? So now it is
time to grab those buckets, lace up your most comfortable
shoes and hit the street. Let’s make the 2019 Yaarab Shrine
Circus and Carnival the biggest ever.

Toccoa Shrine Club
By Scott Chitwood

Happy New Year from the Officers and members of Toccoa Shrine Club #4! Toccoa Club held its Annual Meeting
and Election of Officers on December 10th at Moogy’s Mill
Creek Gathering Place in Toccoa. There were 29 nobles
and ladies present. After the meal, the election was held.
Recorder Robert Hampton installed the following Officers
for 2019: President, Scott Chitwood; 1st Vice President,
Jamey Key; 2nd Vice President, Thumper Childers; Treasurer, Jim Ledford; Secretary, Chris Looney; and Chaplain,
Denman McFarlin. After the installation, a drawing was
held for a Mossberg shotgun. Local businessman Dale
Rosser was the winner and Harold Atkinson won a $50.00
gift card for selling the winning ticket. President Chitwood
presented a check in the amount of $2200.00 to Recorder
Robert Hampton toward the Yaarab Shrine Hospital CruSweetwater Shrine Club
sade.
By Mike Scheib
We are looking forward to a great year of growth and
activity in Toccoa. Our club meets the 3rd Monday of each
Here it is January and everyone knows what that means. month at Toccoa Lodge #309. Meal at 6:00 p.m., meeting
Yes, Circus time. But first, the Christmas party; talk about at 6:30 p.m. All nobles, family members, and Master Maa packed house and so many happy children. There were
sons are invited.
smiling faces everywhere. And thanks to the Yaarab Culinary Crew who once again cooked hamburgers and hotdogs
for everyone to enjoy. Also, thanks to Santa and Mrs. Claus
for taking the time to meet and take pictures with all the
children. Also, thanks to all the volunteers that made this
event such a huge success.
December around most units and clubs means one
thing, elections. Sweetwater Shrine Club held their election
the second Tuesday of the month and congratulations go
out to President, Marshall Smith; First Vice President, Ron
Henley; Second Vice President, Randy Green; Secretary,
Roger Faulkner; and Treasurer, Jerry “Jughaid” Rogers.
With these nobles in charge we are sure to have a successful 2019.
Our own Sweetwater Swirls held their elections in December and were sworn in at their first meeting of the New
Year by Illustrious Sir J.D. Mitchell P.P. Last year’s Officers were so successful that the new Officers have some big
shoes to fill since they collected over $20,000 for Shriners
Hospitals for Children - Greenville in 2018.
The members of Sweetwater Shrine Club would like to
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries
Cedar Valley Shrinettes
By Glenda Johnson
Our club is off to a great start for 2019.
Our Officers and members are ready to go to work. Our
club meets at Cedar Valley Clubhouse on the 4th Thursday
of each month at 7:00 p.m. Come join us for great food, fun
and fellowship. We love to have guests.
Our ladies had a great 2018. We donated $ 8,000.00 to
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Great job, ladies.
We enjoyed the Christmas parties, as they were lots of
fun and everyone enjoyed the great food.
Our club would like to congratulate the Yaarab 2019
Elective Divan and Potentate Dennis Hewatt. We hope
they, as well as, Yaarab Shrine has a great year.
Our club would like to thank our Basharat Editor Sam
Black for his great work. We really do enjoy the Basharat
news from other clubs. We would like to thank all the advertisers who make the news possible.
We gladly support the Officers and members of Cedar
Valley Club. They have a great team for 2019.
Our first fundraiser will be an Easter Bake Sale. We also
have a Cake Raffle each month at our meeting. Thanks to
all members for their support.
Our Cedar Valley Shrinette for the year 2018 was Shirley
Fann. Congratulations, Shirley, you really do deserve this
award.
We wish all clubs and Yaarab Shrine the “best of luck” in
2019.
Pray for our Country, Military and families and, of
course, the USA.

Cher-O-Kettes
By Sheri Crowe
The following ladies were elected and installed for the
2019 year: President, Mandy Pack; Vice President, Barbara
Hicks; Secretary, Cheryl Ellis; and Treasurer, Sheri Crowe.
President Mandy has appointed Melodie Richards to be the
Chaplain and chair of the sunshine committee. Jane Lear is
the dinner coordinator again this year; she does a wonderful job of keeping everyone informed about the meals and
making sure there is plenty of food at the meetings. Sheri
Crowe was appointed to be the Basharat Correspondent.
Other committee appointments will be made as needed
throughout the year. Just a reminder the dues for the club
are $10.00 and if you have not paid please send to Sheri
Crowe so an updated roster can be finalized.
During 2018 the Cher-O-Kettes had several successful
fundraisers and was able to make an additional donation to
the Hospital Crusade for $500.00 in December. A previous
donation of $1,500.00 was made in September.
The following club members were able to attend the
Election Day Ladies Luncheon - Sheri Crowe, Cheryl Ellis,
and Barbara Loner. Jan Blalock was recognized as serving
as the Queen of El Tehran #122 Daughters of the Nile.
Sheri, Cheryl, and Barbara are also members of El Tehran.
Several club members over the last several months have

had illnesses and recouping from surgery. Also, taking care
of other family members that have been ill, and dealing
with the loss of family members. Please continue to pray
for those in need. If you know of any sickness and distress
about club members please let Melodie know so she can
give reports at meetings.

Daughters of the Nile
El Tehran Temple No. 122
By Beth Wheeler, PQ
There is always excitement at El Tehran Temple when
we are expecting our Supreme Queen Shirley Henley for the
Official Visit. We were delighted to have initiated five new
members to our wonderful order on December 16, 2018.
Afterwards – a sigh of relief.
Not only was the Ceremonial great, but the Banquet that
was held downstairs – WOW – tables, decorations, and
food were wonderful. It was so enjoyable having everything
at Chamblee-Sardis Masonic Center. Thanks, Queen Jan,
for that. Thanks also to the Nile Ladies who decorated upstairs and downstairs to make everything look so beautiful.
These ladies have a lot of talent and they work hard.
History was made on the day of the Rose Bowl Parade.
Our Supreme Queen rode on the Shriner’s float. Yeah!
How exciting was that?
Our Queen Jan has done a fabulous “job” during her year
and we are so proud of her. She has represented El Tehran
with “gusto” and caring. I’m sure she has made many
friends for life during visits to so many Temples. Her Reign
as Queen will come to an end on March 30, 2019 at 3:00
p.m., at Chamblee-Sardis Masonic Center when Pr Royal
Barbara Loner will be installed as Queen. At our March
Stated Session, a new Pr Badoura will be elected. We look
forward to and expect another good year.
I have mentioned before in a previous article about our
Working Fellowship Group. We stuff numerous pillows
that are needed at the Shriners Hospitals for Children Greenville and Cincinnati. In addition to our allotment of
funds, we collect can tabs to be turned in for money and
then purchase additional stuffing for our pillows. Pr Betsy
Briamonte is our “tab” girl. If you collect tabs and don’t
know what to do with them – we do. Contact Betsy at 770939-6329, she’ll let you know. We do thank the many people that have contributed tabs previously for many years.
We still can use your help on the 1st Thursday of every
month in the Flying Fez room at 10:00 a.m., when our
group meets.
Thanks to the drivers of the Hospital vans for delivering
the many boxes of pillows and other needed items to the
Hospitals when they transport patients. We appreciate you
more than you know.
“Thank You” “Shriners” for allowing us to “Work Together
for the Children”.

Continued on page 39

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
Karinats
By Jane Johnston
We want to thank our Officers of 2018 for a great year.
It was so good, that the Arab Guard Unit awarded the
“Guardsman of the Year” award to the Karinats for the outstanding service to them and the Karinats. This is a first!
Way to go ladies and thank you Arab Guard!
Our Officers for 2019 are as follows: President, Barbara
Pitts; Co-Vice Presidents, Cassie Shanahan and Lynda
Shirley; Recording Secretary, Betsy Briamonte; Treasurer,
Arlene Law; and Corresponding Secretary, Jane Johnston.
Front Row – pictured (l/r): PSQ Kathleen Turner, Supreme Queen Shirley Henley & Queen Jan Blalock.
We look forward to another good year.
Our Karinats were well represented and helped with sevBack Row – pictured (l/r): New members: Dana Johnson,
eral of the events the past few months. The Election Day
Vickie Hampton, Deborah Court, Cheryl Ellis and Donna
Johnson.
Ladies Luncheon and installation of the new Divan, the
Circus Kickoff, where several of our ladies and their nobles
decorated the Bracewell Auditorium, the East-West Shrine
The Gwinn-etts
Game, where several helped with the “tail gate” party and a
By Elaine Stone
hospitality room, a Valentine’s Party, First Lady’s Tea, and
the Yaarab “Elvis” Concert night. We all had a great time
First of all, I want to announce the newly elected Officers and are looking forward to more great and fun things from
and with our Divan and their ladies in 2019.
of the Gwinn-etts for 2019. They are: President, Leigh
Several of our members and/or family members have
Smith; Vice President, Kathy Carswell; Treasurer, Susan
had
health issues the past few months. Please keep folks in
Fincel; and Secretary Melissa Allen. Congratulations to
your
thoughts and prayers. Remember, every day may not
these ladies. We look forward to their leadership this year.
2018 was a very good year for us and we thank Diola Sala- be good, but there is good in every day!
zar for the fine job she did as President of our Club for the
Motorettes
year.
Congratulations to Dennis Hewatt and his lady Linda on
By Wanda Taylor
his election as Potentate. Six years of hard work and dedication are behind them, and as we all know, this year will
Congratulations to our Motorette Officers for 2019.
be the one they most remember. We're sure it will be an
Please give a great reception and your support to President,
awesome year! Also, congratulations go out to Kevin Weinz Shirley Harris; Vice President, Betty Kerwin; Secretary,
and his lady Pat on Kevin’s election as Yararab's new ReWanda Dean; and Treasurer, Jeane Lund. As it is a new
corder. We all know Kevin to be a hard working individual year, the Motorettes dues of $20 can be given to the Treasand an astute businessman and are sure he will be a great
urer during our meetings or mailed to her home. The new
asset to Yaarab's executive line. Proud to say they are
Motorette shirt color this year is Berry. We are looking formembers of Gwinnett!
ward to doing great things with the Motor Corps and with
Our painting fundraiser was a great success and we
our new Potentate, Dennis Hewatt.
earned over $400. We presented the check to Potentate
For those of you who were unable to attend the Election
Gary Lewis at our Christmas Party. Once we receive the
Day First Ladies Luncheon at the Georgian Terrace hotel, it
matching funds promised, we will present that check as
was a beautiful get together, and was attended by approxiwell.
mately 26 Motorettes. And by the way, congratulations to
Our club is sponsoring a “4-Wheel Drive Show” on April our own Motor Corp noble, Kevin Weinz (Recorder 2019)
6th at Gwinnett County Fairgrounds. Being our first one,
and his Motorette wife, Pat Weinz. We hope we can be of
we hope it will be a great success. For more information
great assistance to you.
contact any member.
We are excited to introduce our new Motorette members
The Circus Kickoff was a lot of fun, as always. We are all as follows: Nancy Mount (Bob) and Trista Neely (Jeff). We
looking forward to the Valentine's Party on February 9th
are so glad to have you join us.
and the First Lady's Tea and Daytona 500 Race Party on
It is with much sadness to advise you of the passing on
February 17th . Participation is very important so we hope
January 6, 2019 of Melba Wages, age 84 of Buford, Georto see you all there!
gia. She is the mother of Billy Wages, and she was a very
Everyone please keep our Military and our first respond- kind and lovely lady. Our hearts and prayers go out to the
ers in your prayers.
Wages’ family for their loss. We have a few folks with some
health problems that need well wishes.

Continued on page 40
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
Noble Jeff Neely received a stint on December 10. Yvonne
Shore fell backwards and hurt her back and hopefully she is
on the mend. Wanda Taylor had back surgery in December, and in January was in the hospital for four days for
surgery for appendicitis with infection. Noble Lee Taylor
had a torn retina repair in December, as well. Dalis Rust is
having good and bad days. She is back on antibiotics for
infection. Jim and his daughter are assisting her with her
meals every day.
Happy Birthday wishes go out to Billy Wages (2/4); David Meadows (2/11); Gail Carone (2/16); Boots Peden
(2/25); Brenda Wilson (2/28); Sherry Lewis (3/3); Harlyn
Lund (3/10); Jeff Pattillo (3/21); Mary Alice Smith (3/25);
and Lois Springer (3/30). If I have missed anyone, I apologize in advance.
Join us in wishing a great anniversary to go out to Pam
and Brent Bivens (3/5).

Paulding County Shrine Ladies
By Amber Guy
We are gearing up for a busy year. We can’t wait to get
all our projects going. In our recent 2019 Election, last
year’s President Belinda Morrison, and Vice President Amber Guy were once again re-elected to these respective positions as Hope Bettis and Jean Deal preferred to not take an
office. The Paulding County Shrine ladies extended a big
thank you to these fine ladies and wished them luck, best
wishes, and their continued support to the Paulding County
Shrine ladies.
Some of our ladies were able to attend the Ladies Luncheon at the Georgian Terrace. Food and fellowship was phenomenal. We look forward to this event every year. Congratulations to Lady Linda. We are excited to work hard
with you to make #YAARABSTRONG!
We had a great year in 2018 and 2019 is no different.
Our ladies are working hard for Shriners Hospitals for Children. A big thanks to all of the ladies in our group working
hard. Let's keep the momentum going!

Rome Shrine Ladies
By Peggy Sims
Congratulations to the 2019 Officers for Rome Shrine
Ladies. They are: President, Amanda Middleton; Vice
President Katrinia Nealey; Secretary, Rhonda Bailiff; and
Treasurer, Nancy Mount.
We also welcome our new members: Gail Middleton,
Brandy Shiflett and Kelli Dover. We look forward to your

joining us in our efforts to raise money for Shriners Hospitals for Children.
We donated $2500 to the Hospital Crusade on December 1, 2018. We also donated $1000 to
the Rome Shrine Telethon in August 2018. Thanks to all
the ladies who worked so hard raising this money.
Our next meeting will be March 7th at 7:00 p.m. at the
clubhouse. Please try to attend. We will have lots of business to discuss. Please remember to pay your dues for
2019.
Rome had a great participation at the Circus Kickoff in
January. We are excited about the upcoming 2019 Circus
and Carnival. The nobles are ready to start bucketing.
The Rome Club had a family get-together at the Club in
January. We all had lots of fun and plan to try this again
the first Friday of each month. Listen for the call. Come
out and join us. You will truly enjoy it.
We lost one of our lifetime members in December. Imogene Blankenship passed away. She was a wonderful lady. She always had a smile on her face and willing to work
for the children. She was widow of Papa Smurf (Bill)
Blankenship. Please pray for her daughters, Mary Wacker
and Donna Pearson and their families.
Kelli Dover was in the hospital and is home doing better. Diane's noble Rick Collins recently had a heart procedure at Emory. He is doing good. Debbie's noble Donnie
Penney fell at home and had to stay in the hospital several
days. He is home recovering well. Please keep these mentioned on your prayer list.
Happy Birthday to Mary Rosson, February 2; Mary Helen McGregor, February 10; and Nadine Headrick, February
28.

Sweetwater Swirls
By Sandra Rogers
Let me begin by saying what a great 2018 the Swirls had
under the leadership of President Margie Adair. We made
our largest donation ever in Swirls history! $21,500.00!
Thank you to the ladies and nobles who worked so hard to
make this possible. The Swirls have always done some pretty amazing things and when we all work together towards
one common goal, we can accomplish anything.

Continued on page 41

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
President Margie researched many treatments available
at Shriners Hospitals for Children, and she chose the “Halo
Program” which helps children with severe scoliosis. We
were invited to visit Shriners Hospitals for Children Greenville on December 17th to tour the Hospital, have
lunch with board members, and meet one of the Halo patients. Making the trip were Sweetwater Presidents’ Tim
and Margie Adair, Sandra Rogers, Lee, Donna and Amanda
English. Current Hospital Board members Past Potentate
Mike Hulsey and Lady Sandi and Past Potentate Danny
Huggins and Lady Dona were there also. After lunch we
made our presentation to the Board of Governors.

Did I mention the donation was $21,500.00? It was a great
day to be a part of such a wonderful organization.
We elected our 2019 Officers at our December meeting.
Serving as President is Kay Smith; Vice President, Kimberly
Jenkins; Treasurer, Linda Mitchell; Recording Secretary,
Sandy Hemby; and Corresponding Secretary, Sandra Rogers. Congratulations to you all. I know President Kay has
some great ideas for fundraising and making lots of money
for Shriners Hospitals for Children this year. We all need
to step up and help in any way we can. Let’s make this year
as successful as last year. Maybe aim a little higher! Let’s
make our president proud.
Happy birthday wishes go to Shirley Ethridge, 2-5; Teri
Faulkner, 2-28; Kimberly Jenkins, 3-4; and Revlon Rickman, 3-15. Happy Anniversary to Linda and J.D. Mitchell,
2-17; and Janet and David McKnight, 3-24.

day: Ruth Malcom is celebrating on February 4, Karen
Smyth and Phyllis Warmack are both celebrating on February 11. In March we have Karen Wardlaw celebrating on
the 12, and both Suzanne Landsverk and Stephanie Strickland’s birthdays are March 22. Suzanne’s Anniversary is
also March 22, so I’d like to wish her and Bruce a very Happy Anniversary! Speaking of Anniversaries, I also would
like to wish Ronnie and Ernie Stovall a Happy Anniversary
on February 4th. May each of you be blessed with a new
year of health and happiness.

Widows and Widowers
By Judy Campbell

Happy new year to everyone!
We are looking forward to a great, prosperous, and exciting 2019 under newly elected Potentate Dennis Hewatt’s
leadership. Congratulations to the 2019 Divan. Thank you
to Past Potentate Gary Lewis for his years on the Divan and
as our Potentate. Best wishes to him and lady Shelley.
The Widows and Widowers Club Officers for 2019 are as
follows: President, Judy Campbell; Vice President, Jerry
Brookshire; Secretary, Shirley Childers; and Treasurer,
Elizabeth Rogers. Plans are underway for another good
year for our club.
The Election Day festivities were enjoyable and the
“Ladies Luncheon” was beautiful. We worked very hard
(but loved it) at the Circus Kickoff. Hope everyone enjoyed
the tacos and Circus food provided. Thanks to all of you.
We are here for support of the Widows and Widowers of
Yaarab. The organization and history of the club is very
Tri-ettes
heartwarming. We meet the 4th Wednesday of each month
By Clare Godfrey
at 11:00 a.m. in our Club room. Everyone is most welcome!
If you have questions about joining our club, please call
New Year, New You or so they say! So Happy New Years
me
at 770-529-5866 or 404-558-6683.
to you and yours! Our new Officers were sworn in by
With
enthusiasm !
Harlyn Lund, representing Yaarab Shrine, at our December
Tri-ettes meeting. They are: President, Clare Godfrey;
Vice President, Suzanne Landsverk; Secretary, Brenda Mahan; and Treasurer, Christi Ledbetter.
In February, we are looking forward to attending the
First Lady’s Tea on February 17. Men are welcome to accompany their wives to the Yaarab Shrine Center, but will
be watching the Daytona 500 on the big screen while we
are attending the Tea. It appears that Elvis will be in the
House, I mean Yaarab Shrine Center, on March 16! This
looks like it will be a fun evening enjoyed by all who attend
this event that is like a night at Chastain Park. Come
dressed in clothes from your 50 & 60’s and see who is chosen as the best dressed for the evening!
I’d like to wish the following ladies a very Happy Birth-
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SPECIAL THANKS FROM 2018 KID’S CHRISTMAS PARTY CHAIRMAN
By Jerry & Doris Brookshire
I have so many people to “thank” for giving of their time for one of Yaarab’s greatest Christmas Parties. Friday was the
day of wrapping toys and setting everything up. Thanks to Yaarab Shrine for lunch. Saturday was “The Big Day”: Santa
and Mrs. Claus, toys, bicycles, games, food, ice cream, popcorn, cotton candy, train rides, and jumping bag.
If you missed the party, you missed a lot. Just a few of the cream of Yaarab nobles working together – Cumming Club,
South Fulton Club, Director’s Staff, Arab Guard Unit, Gwinnett Club, Smyrna Club, Tucker Club, Motor Corp Unit, Provost Guard, Red Devil Clown Unit, Paulding County Club, Oriental Band, and Daughters of the Nile. Thanks to other individuals include: Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers, Johnny Cosby, and the crew cooking fresh hamburgers and hot dogs, the
“Dune Buggy” crew, Santa and Mrs. Claus, plus Herman and Mary Johnson for supplying the toys and games, the Paulding County Shrine Ladies for serving the food, Squeeky and Patricia Tibbetts for the photos, Wanda and Larry Gore (Slate
City) for supplying the ice cream, Joyce and Grady Roberts with Dale Arrington’s help for supplying the bicyles, Stephanie English for serving the popcorn, J.D. and Linda Mitchell for helping with the food, and so many others and you know
who you are. The Joy of Giving! Again, thank-you all. To our Sponsors, for toys & bicycles, as well as, so many more –
Thank-You.
We hope that the Yaarab’s Children Christmas Party will be larger and even better in 2019. If a club or unit wants to
help donate toys, it would be appreciated and helpful. The agenda will be: Friday, Dec. 6, 2019 wrapping toys day, and
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2019 will be the big day for the party. We will have more bicycles and more toys in 2019, so please put
it on your calendar to attend. What a great day it was to see the look on those kids faces and we look forward to that
again.
Thanks again, for everyone’s help and I hope I didn’t leave anyone out. We love ya’ll.
Jerry & Doris Brookshire
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
Recorders Report for November 2018
Regular
Membership
Membership, November 1 2018

3190

Associate
Membership

Total

39

3229

Created/Added

-

2

2

Affiliated

-

-

-

Restored

2

-

2

Demitted/Dropped

(5)

-

(5)

Suspended

-

-

-

Deaths

(9)

-

(9)

Net change

(12)

2

(10)

41

3219

Membership, November 30, 2018

3178

Recorders Report for December 2018
Regular
Membership
Membership, December 1 2018

3178

Associate
Membership

Total

41

3219

Created/Added

31

-

31

Affiliated

-

-

-

Restored

2

-

2

Demitted/Dropped

(2)

-

(2)

Suspended

(91)

-

(91)

Deaths

(13)

-

(13)

Net change

(73)

-

(73)

41

3146

Membership, December 31, 2018

3105
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Recently Known Deaths
35256

Enoch Johnson
Newnan, Georgia
November 18, 1933 – November 3, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 13, 1992

20994

Donald Wilkes
Marietta, Georgia
April 11, 1932 – December 20, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 8, 1965

19354

Raymond L. Roper
Decatur, Georgia
March 23, 1927 – November 7, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 12, 1963

39021

Howard Kichline
Stone Mountain, Georgia
May 7, 1928 – July 19, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Mar 12, 2003

22426

James Harrison Jr.
Cherry Log, Georgia
February 23, 1942 – November 8, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 12, 1968

25213

Thomas P. Brannon
Dawsonville, Georgia
January 1, 1936 – February 2, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 8, 1971

24053

Tyre L. Rakestraw
Dallas, Georgia
December 12, 1924 – April 21, 2017
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 17, 1970

33538

Dean C. Wilkins
Smyrna, Georgia
April 4, 1933 – July 6, 2017
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Mar 18, 1987

16788

Lewis B. Griffin
Dawsonville, Georgia
August 13, 1933 – July 26, 2017
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 15, 1957

30923

David R. Nall, III
Marietta, Georgia
January 4, 1943 – April 25, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 21, 1980

38014

George S. Treadaway
Lyerly, Georgia
November 20, 1960 – September 30, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 8, 1996

35132

John D. Crannell
Frisco, Texas
January 27, 1923 – May 1, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on January 15, 1992

35142

Dewey Partridge
Cornelia, Georgia
February 12, 1929 – June 14, 2009
Created at Yaarab Shrine on March 18, 1992

33277

Robert M. Owen
Big Canoe, Georgia
March 10, 1943 – February 25, 2017
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 21, 1986

30531

Jack B. Rogers
Dalton, Georgia
May 30, 1938 – September 22, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 21, 1972

22559

Charles J. Ruff Sr.
Johns Island, South Carolina
October 1, 1941 – October 22, 2017
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 12, 1968

25984

36772

Billy J. Smith
Ball Ground, Georgia
August 28, 1933 – November 26, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 21, 1972
J. Gordon Allen
Summerville, Georgia
December 2, 1946 – November 17, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 10, 1995

25502

James C. Wright
Lawrenceville, Georgia
April 27, 1938 – November 30, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 8, 1971

38432

Erick W. Brown
Gaylesville, Alabama
February 26, 1939 – December 7, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 9, 2001

35118

Allen E. Vickery
McDonough, Georgia
September 12, 1939 – December 8, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 14, 1991

27387

Howard B. Lipham, Jr.
Franklin, Georgia
November 2, 1946 – December 11, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 12, 1973

31697

James H. Thompson
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
May 15, 1942 – December 12, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine in June 9, 1982

31145

Lyman L Smith III
Atlanta, Georgia
October 6, 1958 – December 13, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 13, 1980

40839

Richard C. Moore Jr.
Decatur, Georgia
December 18, 1974 – December 13, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Sept 6, 2016

29720

William “Bill” Prescott
Cumming, Georgia
April 22, 1923 – December 14, 2018
Created at Yaarab Shrine on Dec 12, 1977
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
November/December Hospital Trip Report
Driver

Temple #

Greenville, SC

Cincinnati, OH

Billy Deal
Jonathan Fitzpatrick
Max Harper
Bruce Landsverk
Tom Oliver
Wayne Shelnutt
Bill Underdown
Kye Watson
Lee Williams
Jerry Young
Carl Jackson
Gordon Tatum
Larry Wood
Marty Bruce
Gene Blount
Seth Carter
Charles Cox
James Marshall
Bob Stillman
Mike Young
Jerry Watkins
Bill Wise
Mack Godfrey
Jimmy Kerice
Wayne Huffman
John Huffman

37511
41057
35368
40690
39663
36234
30167
40832
39064
41070
29560
30023
32404
40261
35036
40425
35986
40492
37045
35828
23381
28143
35716
30014
34749
39184

3

1
2

Total Patients

1
3
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
16

18

MILEAGE REPORT FOR YAARAB ROADRUNNER TRIPS FOR 2018
By Bill Wise, Chairman
The following is a mileage report that accounts for the Yaarab Roadrunner trips to the Shriners
Hospitals for Children – Greenville and Cincinnati:
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville, S.C. - 74 trips, 23,108 total miles
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati, Ohio - 48 trips, 50,056 total miles
There was a total of 162 Yaarab Roadrunners and 6 wives who made the above trips.
Thank you nobles for making this happen throughout the year,
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20 Trips. 32 Drivers.
Thank You Nobles,
We Appreciate You!

Warneke
Fine Jewelry







Fine Diamonds
Diamond Gold Jewelry
Gem Stones
Jewelry Repair & Appraisal
Custom Design
Jewelry Replacement
Pinetree Plaza, Suite 22
5269 Buford Highway
Atlanta, Georgia 30346

I need a lot of old or new Christmas cards for a project
I’m working on for Yaarab Hospital Crusade.

Boots Peden
506 King’s Bridge, NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

Harry Warneke
Office 770-674-1892
Cell 770-596-0595 harry_cdi@bellsouth.net

OR
Take Them To The Yaarab Shrine Center

Connect Accurately,
Directly & Effortlessly
Are you keeping up with the latest
retail real estate changes?
Retail Lease Trac’s Retail
Tenant Database
DJ Wight
CEO
678.801.4970
dj@rltrac.com
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Yaarab Shrine Center
400 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30308

PETE GUY
PHONE 770-445-6831

PETE GUY PAVING, INC.
DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS
PATCHING & SEAL COATING

FREE ESTIMATES

P.O. BOX 243—HIRAM, GA. 30141

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

