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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
“Be a hero to kids….Bee a Shriner”
Greeting Nobles and Ladies of Yaarab Shrine,
The 79th Yaarab Shrine Circus is off to a great start. I see all the nobles working to make this the best
Circus ever. Please make plans to come to the new location of our Circus at Cumming Fairgrounds.
This is the first new venue for us in over 35 years. The dates for this year’s Circus are May 21-31,
2021. This year we have the midway fair by Wade Shows, the Circus performances will be done by
Royal Hanneford Circus. Pig races and wood carvers are also back with us once again. We are also pleased to have Johnny Rocket Cycle Show, back with us, which features the number one Cyclist in the world, Adam Jones. Many vendors
will be there, and if you know of a vendor that would be interested in coming to the Circus and Fair, please let our Vendor
team know.
The Circus is made possible by the tremendous efforts that you, the nobles and ladies do to raise money. Selling ads,
sponsors, super passes, and collecting bucket money is going great. Of course, we will also have the Sportsmen’s Raffle,
this summer. Sales are going great and are up. The enthusiasm seems to grow every day for all fundraising activities.
Thank you, nobles. A special thank you to our Circus Pre-sales team, led by noble Jim Nelson, for being open and available to help any noble with questions.
The Circus rewards are here and ready for pick-up in the Business Office for all those who have raised $1,000 or more.
We have some BRIGHT orange shirts for the Thousandaires, a restaurant quality steak knife set for $2,500 level, a
hunter green jacket for the $4,000 level, and a foldable MAC wagon for the $7,500 level. There will be a special gift presented to all those who raise $15,000.

After our all-new Circus, we have the following events planned:
June 10-13
- Summer Ceremonial in Helen, GA
July 3-10
- Imperial Session in Houston, TX
August 12-14
- Southeastern Shrine Association in Pigeon Forge, TN
September 16-19
- South Atlantic Shrine Association in Myrtle Beach, SC
October 7-10
- Fun and Fellowship in Panama City Beach, FL
November
- (with any luck!) a Potentate’s Cruise- destination TBD
Now that COVID seems to be waning and the vaccination rate is up, I hope many of you will make plans to join us at
these events. Watch your Basharat for details.
Thank all of you that have been supportive during the first part of this year. It has gotten off to a slow start, but we have
great hopes that everyone will re-engage, giving Yaarab the opportunity to continue to be the number one Shrine Center
in Shrinedom.

#YAARABTOGETHER
#togetherasonein21
Tom Holt
Potentate 2021
OFFICIAL CALL OF THE POTENTATE
Notice is hereby given of a stated meeting of Yaarab Shrine,
A.A.O.N.M.S.,
400 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia
For transaction of such business and ceremonial as may be regularly presented
Yaarab Shrine Center On:
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 at 7:00 P.M.
Social at 5:30 P.M.; Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
Attest:
Mike McLaughlin Recorder

Tom Holt, Potentate

Chaplain’s Corner
By Dennis Bellamy

Power of the Resurrection
Greetings nobles and ladies. I hope all is well. It certainly has been a difficult year with the
virus restrictions, and many having battled that horrific virus. We are praying every day for it
to go away, and never to return! Illustrious Sir Tom Holt and our 2021 Divan, as well as, our
ladies, have worked diligently to ensure the protection of our ladies and nobility while continuing to have meetings and scheduled events.
Remember Yaarab’s Annual Rainy Day “Cash” Giveaway on April 24, 2021. It will start at 6:00 p.m. It will be an exciting evening with lots of prizes, dancing and a live band. And of course, remember the 79 th Annual Yaarab Shrine Circus which will be held May 22-31 at the Cumming Fairgrounds. We also plan to hold Church services in the Big Top on
Sunday 23rd and 30th . Please note the change of time for services. Church services will be held at 10:45 a.m. due to our
normal times at our church for Live Streaming on Facebook. We are having a large following and need to continue at the
same time. We are looking forward to seeing all of you there. Please make all efforts possible to attend. You might be on
camera. Also, we have the Yaarab Shrine Summer Ceremonial in Helen, Ga. June 11-13th . We plan to hold church on
Sunday, June 13, at 10:45 a.m. at the event center located downstairs in the Helendorf Hotel.
We just celebrated Palm Sunday on March the 28th . As we look at God’s Word, we see as Jesus was preparing His
journey to make the triumphant entry into Jerusalem, a prophecy given by Zechariah may have been going through His
mind. Jesus asks two disciples to go to a nearby village where they would find a tied colt that no man had ridden. He
asks them to untie the colt and bring it to him. “If anyone asks you why are you doing this? tell him, The Lord needs
it.” (Mark 11:1-3). The colt became a symbol of the Palm Sunday, as well as, the fulfillment of the prophecy given by
Zechariah which said; “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you,
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). “The Lord
had need of it” and thankfully, the people released it to the disciples (Mark 11:4-6). Thus began Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem (Mark 11: 7-10). As Jesus enters Jerusalem, scriptures tell us the crowd welcomed Jesus with the shouts
of “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Hosanna means “Save Now”. The people were looking for Jesus to save them from the cruel Roman occupation.
They were looking for Jesus to save them from a cruel and harsh world.
And so, as I wonder, what are we asking Jesus to save us from today? Hosanna, Jesus save us from the COVID virus!
Hosanna, Jesus save us from hopelessness and despair! Hosanna, Jesus save us from economical ruin or loneliness and
isolation! What are you asking Jesus to save you from today? Maybe from eternal torment! If you don’t know for sure
where you will spend eternity, then you need salvation. This salvation was provided from Jesus on the day we call Good
Friday. A day when One Man, a special man, hung on a cross between two thieves to pay a debt that He didn’t owe. It
was like any other Friday, where criminals were crucified or was it? How could this day be such a Good Friday? There
were no trumpets, no glorious angels, no parades of power and purity, yet it was a day that Jesus went to the cross, voluntarily as The Father had planned for Him to do, as He took upon Himself, the sins of humanity in order that we may
have life after death and spend eternity in Heaven. He extends Grace to all who repent and call upon His name. The
cross reminds us that we don’t have to stay stuck in our struggle and pain. He never intended for us to remain in the pit
of our despair. God brought beauty out of the brokenness of the Cross. He gives us beauty for our ashes. His sacrifice
offers forgiveness for your sin. The power of the Resurrection gives us hope for the future. There’s such power there.
God sent His only Son, He loved whom He gave. There’s no other way other than this! Then on the third day (Easter
Sunday), our Lord arose from the grave and He is alive today, in all His believers. Please don’t go through life wondering
if you have received salvation, just ask the Lord for it. Because of His Agape unconditional love, He gave His life for you
and me!

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you soon. Remember, God loves you, and so do I. Please visit us at Peoples Baptist Church, Dallas, Ga. or watch us on Facebook Peoples Baptist Church of Ga. @ 10;45 a.m.
May God’s Blessings Be Upon You!
Rev. Dennis E. Bellamy
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Please note that all dates and times
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MARCH 2021 YAARAB BUSINESS MEETING
Photos by: Thom “Squeeky” Ledford

Illustrious Potentate Tom Holt (r) presents
Noble Cecil Griffith (c) his 50 year Certificate
and pin, as his wife, Lillian observes.

Noble Robert “Poppy” Nelson (l)
received his 50 year Member Certificate and pin as his daughter
Cailin observed.

High Priest and Prophet Kevin Weinz (l) and
Illustrious Potentate Tom Holt (r) presents
C.H. Scott (c)Loganville Shrine Club, Merit
Award # 432. Noble Scott was not able to
attend the Annual Business Meeting in January.

Illustrious Potentate Tom Holt presents
Noble Perry Gibbs (Yaarab Motor Corp)
(left) a plaque for being named and recognized as the 2021 Spring Class Honoree
for new members of Yaarab Shrine.

Please
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2021 DATE

PARADE LOCATION

TIME

CLUB/UNIT

6/12/2021

Yaarab Summer Ceremonial – Helen

1 p.m./2 p.m.

Directors Staff

9/9/2021

Sweetwater Labor Day, Douglasville

9 a.m./10 a.m.

Sweetwater SC

9/11/2021 West Ga./Villa Rica Gold Rush

9 a.m./10 a.m.

West Ga SC

10/2/2021 Hoschton, Ga. Fall Festival

9 a.m./10 a.m.

Tri-County SC

10/16/2021 Ellijay Apple Festival, Ellijay, GA

9 a.m./10 a.m.

Coosawattee SC

11/13/2021 Veterans-American Legion 112 Dalton, GA 9 a.m./10 a.m.

Dalton SC

12/4/2021 Paulding Co. / Dallas Rotary Club

11 a.m./12 p.m.

Paulding SC

12/4/2021

4 p.m./5 p.m.

Fayette SC

Fayetteville Christmas Parade

YOU MUST HAVE A 2021 PARADE STICKER TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL PARADES

ANY CLUBS THAT ARE NOT ON THE LIST, IT’S NOT TOO LATE GET YOUR REQUEST TURNED INTO THE POTENTATE ASAP.

Please note that all dates and times are subject to change.

#YAARABTOGETHER - 2021 PARADES
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2021 CIRCUS PARKING REQUEST
Please complete form and return on or before April 30, 2021 to allow adequate time to assign
spaces prior to the Circus move in. Completed requests may be returned to the YAARAB Shrine
Main Office or faxed to 404-875-0319. You may also send an email with all the information below
to the Yaarab Shrine Recorder.
Spaces are limited - get your request in early!!!!

NAME:

SHRINE #:

UNIT/CLUB:
ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

PHONE#:

CELL#:

E-MAIL:

ZIP:

@

CIRCLE ONE: TRAILER

or

RV

SIZE (length x width):
POWER NEEDED:

30 amp _____

or

50 amp_____

NAME OF INSURANCE CARRIER:
**NOTE: You must sign up at the LOG CABIN for "NEXT DAY" trailer pump out.**
**The first two pumps are free, after the second, there will be a $20.00 charge for any pumps.**
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A key part of our program is
the Mama/Daddy tickets that
are a staple of our Circus and
Fair. In case you did not
know, the matinee
performances that we do
during the Circus dates are
the primary purpose of the
Mama/Daddy Program.
Because so many of our
Nobles send in the $40 for
tickets, we can continue
offering for FREE, these
matinee shows.

The special kids, adults,
veterans and groups that
attend bring a level of
excitement that we do not see
in the “regular” performances.
The Circus performers feed off
that energy and always make
these three shows a little more
special.
When you purchase your
Mama Daddy tickets, you
will receive this year’s
special pin, as seen here.
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2021 BASHARAT DEADLINE DATES
MAY 15, 2021
JULY 15, 2021
SEPTEMBER 15, 2021
NOVEMBER 15, 2021

JUNE AND JULY 2021 ISSUE
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2021 ISSUE
OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2021 ISSUE
DECEMBER 2021 AND JANUARY 2022 ISSUE

JAN 15, 2022

FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2022 ISSUE
basharat@yaarabshrine.org
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Membership Corner
By Ralph O. Dennis
Nobles, we want to thank those of you that have stepped up and paid your 2021 dues. We still have a large number to go.
As you know, we are making a serious effort not to suspend anyone this year. Our membership numbers are running
close to where we want to be. We need a Summer Ceremonial class of between 50 and 75. Wouldn’t it be nice to be able
to go back to the “glory days” of exceptionally large classes? We can. We each need to look for one Masonic brother to
talk to about the Shrine. Be excited – we know the fun that we and our families have, - let it show.
If you know a noble that has dropped out for any reason, talk to him about getting back in. Sign his petition for restoration as his recommender and receive 250 Crown of Honor Points. Restoration fee is $150.
We still have a way to go to make it to PLUS ONE for the year, but we CAN do it. Think togetherness and let’s have
fun!
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April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

April Fools Day

Good Friday

Children’s Easter
Party 10AM

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754 10AM

4

5

Easter

Divan Meeting
4PM

6

7

8

9

10

SASA Mid Winter

SASA Mid Winter
AL SIHAH Ball

SASA Mid Winter
AL SIHAH Ball

11

12

SASA Mid Winter
AL SIHAH Ball

First Lady’s Golf
Tournament

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Happy Birthday
Kevin Weinz

May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wall of Fame
Dinner 6PM

Rainy Day Giveaway 6PM

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

9

10

Divan Meeting
4PM

Mother’s Day

4

5

6

11

12

13

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754 10AM

7

8

14

15

<———————-—–—————–———————-—-Circus Setup———–——–———————————————————>

16

17

18

19

20

<———————-—–———––———-Circus Setup———–——————————————>

21

22

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

30

31

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground

79TH YAARAB
SHRINE CIRCUS
Cumming Fairground
Memorial Day

June 2021
Sun

Mon

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

Stated Business
Meeting
Social 5:30PM
Dinner 6PM
Meeting 7PM

Summer Ceremonial Helen, GA

Summer Ceremonial Helen, GA

Summer Ceremonial Helen, GA
Parade 1PM

Membership
Meeting 6PM

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754 10AM

6

7

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

Summer Ceremonial Helen, GA

20
Father’s Day

27

Divan Meeting
4PM

Happy Anniversary Tom & Jenny Holt

Please note that all dates and times are subject to change.

Recurring or Automatic Dues
Payment Plan is Here!
The Divan, Membership Team and Office staff are pleased to
announce the recurring payment plan is now available.
Follow the steps below to set your plan up. Remember that
you are paying for one year out (payments in 2021 are for
2022 dues). This program will make paying your dues much
easier.
Setting up an Automatic Dues Payment Plan in WebFez
Nobles have the option to set up an automatic dues payment plan in WebFez. By participating in the
plan, you will be making monthly or quarterly automatic payments towards your upcoming dues and will
be fully paid for that due’s year by the October prior to the beginning of the year. In order to set up the
plan, the following conditions must be met: • Your Shrine Center must be partnered with Electronic
Merchant Systems (EMS) to process the payments. Contact your Shrine Center if you are unsure
whether it uses EMS as its credit card processing company. • Payments will be made with a credit card
that will be securely registered with EMS. • You must be paid up for the current dues’ year (2021) to
register for the plan. • It is preferable to be registered by January 15th of the year prior to the due’s year
(e.g. by January 15th 2021 for payments towards the 2022 dues year). The following document details
the steps required to set up a payment plan for the following dues year. Before you start, make sure
that you have registered in WebFez, https://webfez.shrinenet.org, and that you have paid your 2021
dues.
Setting up your Payment Plan
After you have logged into WebFez, the site will take you to your Member page. You will see the Set-up
Payment Plan button displayed near the dues balance summary. Note that the button will only be
available if you have paid your 2021 dues so that your Dues Total is $0.00.
After clicking the Set Up Payment Plan button, a window will pop up displaying the amount of your dues
for next year. From the Payment Frequency drop-down, you can choose whether your payments will be
made in monthly or quarterly installments. Payments are processed on the 15th of the month.
After you have selected the desired frequency, WebFez will automatically calculate your payment plan
and display a list of proposed payment amounts and dates when your payments will be processed. The
amount of the installments is determined by the total amount of dues divided by the number of months
or quarters remaining through October. For example, if you register prior to January 15th, you will be
scheduled for 10 monthly payments or 4 quarterly payments. Convenience fees will be added to your
total for each payment.

If you agree with the proposed plan, check the confirmation message and then click the Set
Up Plan button.
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
By Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers

April showers bring May flowers, but March winds bring; “Holy Cow Patties”, the Activities building is on
FIRE! That’s right folks, a fire broke out on the front entrance to the Activities Building on March 24th,1996.
The fire damaged the courtyard entrance and two restrooms. Considerable smoke and water resulted in damage
to the interior and downstairs club rooms. The fire started from a roof replacement that was contracted out to
“OOPS” our Potentate “Z’s” roofing company. Repairs are underway and the building should be as good as
new by June. Good thing the Potentate’s Pre-Ball party was on Friday night March 15th , the week before the
fire. The Entertainers provided the entertainment for an “Old Fashioned Barn Dance” and did a stellar job.
Potentate “Z” couldn’t have been prouder. The following night was the Potentate’s Ball at the Atlanta Hilton.
“Z’ was also very appreciative of the fantastic job Chief Aide Jim Bray, Deputies - “Wood Head” Shepard and
Bill Hulen, along with their ladies, did with all the behind the scenes functions for both events.
I don’t want to let the cat out of the bag, but the honoree for the 1996 Summer Ceremonial has already been
named. The class will be named after Illustrious Sir Ruben Kennemore. When Sir Ruben was elected
Recorder in 1984, he stood at the podium and with a big smile told the nobility, “You’ll never regret it”, and
nobody ever did. I’ve never met a more genuine good, and well-loved person. If I hadn’t already joined the
Shrine, I would have wanted to be in this class.
The Annual Shrine Circus was held from April 19th thru the 29th. We saw it all. Floods, tornadoes, tents
collapsing. We even had some Indians come in and shoot arrows through the roof to let the water out. But once
again, we broke records from the past and made it a very successful fundraiser for the temple and the clubs, as
well. The Circus Appreciation dinner was held May 11th. Afterwards, Potentate “Z” and Lady Twyla left for
Alaska.
Another momentous event will also be held in Atlanta this summer of 1996. The OLYMPICS. Wow, how
about that. Many visitors will be in our city for this event. Assistant Basharat Editor Sam “Fingers” Black has
already been contacted by several foreign ambassadors to provide entertainment. He, along with Dr. Jim
Bryant on the piccolo, will provide an accordion ensemble. Their biggest request is “Roll out the Barrel”.
That’s real country music. Until next time, may the spirit of greatness be with each of us. God bless and
“Adios my friend”.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_

Yaarab Shrine - Audio / Visual Group is looking for a few dedicated
Nobles that are willing to learn and or apply their skills to assist in this growing
area.
Our goal is for professional productions not only for Yaarab Shrine but for outside
groups as well. If you are interested in being a part of this group please contact –
Rick Longenecker – Audio Visual Production Chairman : 404-271-6335

2021 Roadrunner Banquet
Photos by Thom “Squeeky” Ledford
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2021 Valentine’s Party
Photos by Thom “Squeeky” Ledford

Basharat— Mar/Apr 2021—31

https://imperialsession.com/
July 4th, 2021 – International Shrine Motor Corps Association Competition

To make reservations, call 713-739-8000 and
be sure to ask for the Yaarab rate.
The cutoff for our block of rooms is April 26, 2021.
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Yaarab will be staying at Music Road Inn
303 Henderson Chapel Road
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863
You must call 855-478-4900 for
reservations.
Room block is under YAARAB
$144/night Standard Room
$162/night Suite
CUTOFF IS JULY 17th
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News from Yaarab Units

Yaarab Association of Kentucky Colonels
By Rick Conn, Adjutant

Patrol Unit
By Johnny Adams, Captain

Nobles, I am proud to announce the formation of a new
Association at Yaarab Shrine. If you are a Yaarab Shrine
noble who is a Commissioned Kentucky Colonel, we have a
new home for you. Chartered by Potentate Tom Holt in
January 2021, we are up and running. We mustered at the
Circus Kickoff and pledged $2000 this year, and have already exceeded our pledge.
We meet in the Yaarab Ballroom on the first Tuesday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. We gather at 6:00 p.m. for fellowship with the meeting to follow. We are having no meals at
present, but a meal is in the works in the near future.
The Officers of the Association are: Commanding Officer, Ralph Dennis; Executive Officer, Jim House; Operations Officer, Bobby Gordon; Treasurer, Lloyd Bowen; Adjutant, Rick Conn; Chaplain, Gregory Foster; and Sgt. At
Arms, William "Bill" Pankey. We would love to have all
Kentucky Colonels come and visit with us, and join, if you
so desire. Our Adjutant will be happy to give you an application.
We are looking forward to seeing all of you and working
with Yaarab Shrine to benefit our Shriners Hospitals for
Children, and our great Circus. Our next meeting will be
held on the 6th of April, 2021. Hope to see you there..

Sad news, as the Black Camel stopped by the Yaarab Patrol Unit twice in recent months. James B. Drew and Jack
Glover have both passed on. James Drew joined Yaarab
Shrine in 1963, and Jack Glover was a member of the Yaarab Patrol Unit for more than 60 years. Both of these Yaarab Patrol members will be greatly missed. Please keep both
mens’ families in your thoughts and prayers.
The Yaarab Patrol new Officers for 2021 are: Captain,
Johnny Adams; 1st Lieutenant, Tony Trencio; 2nd Lieutenant, Wallace Reid; Secretary, Roger Hall; Treasurer, Steve
Dula; and Chaplain, Webster Cole. Congratulations to
these nobles.
The Yaarab Patrol monthly meetings have been changed
to the first Friday of each month at 12:00 Noon in the Yaarab Patrol Room at the Yaarab Shrine Center.
It may be cold outside, but bucket collections have begun for 1st Lieutenant Tony Trencio, 2nd Lieutenant Wallace
Reid, and Captain Johnny Adams. Bobby Munn is busy
selling ads and is doing a good job. Webster Cole has begun selling Sportsmen’s Raffle tickets, with a goal of selling
$10,000 worth. Wishing all you nobles good luck and safety.
Charley Butler, long time Yaarab Patrol Unit member,
and Basharat article writer for our Unit, closed with the
following statement, “For God and Country”. We all still
miss Charley a lot.
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News from Yaarab Units (cont’d)
welcomes the new Yaarab nobles! The Provost Guard was
well represented by eight members who stepped up to support the event.
Let’s take a moment and thank our members that are
As 2021 is off and running, let's take a moment and realready
focused on fundraising with the Sportsmen’s Raffle
new our commitment to support the Shrine and its mission
ticket
sales.
You may want to think about reaching out, and
for the children! Thank you to all Provost Guard members
working
with
some of the non-Shrine organizations that
for stepping up and helping whenever you can.
you
are
members
of. Many of these organizations are inPlease keep Frankie Freeman and his family in your
credibly
supportive
of our mission!
thoughts and prayers. He had to go back into the VA hospiAlso,
think
about
getting back to bucketing. With the
tal for additional services. Also, keep Carl Hyde and his
outside
temperature
rising, people are getting out of the
family in your thoughts and prayers. He is in the VA Rohouse
more.
Hope
to
see you at a corner or two! Just be
swell Rehab facility recovering from a shoulder injury.
safe!
Both the First Lady’s Tea Party and the NASCAR Race
These are upcoming events that we need your support
Party in February were successful. Everybody had a great
with!
The events include: Children’s Easter Party - Apr 3;
time. Thank you to our members that represented the Unit
Yaarab
Rainy Day Giveaway - Apr 24; and the 79th Annual
and provided support: Butch Sellers, Bobby Gordon, Jerry
Yaarab
Shrine
Circus & Fair - May 22-31.
Shockley, John Wieller and Jim Warren.
Getting the Job Done in 2021
The March Yaarab Business Meeting and Cold Sands
Thank
you
for your commitment and support!
Ceremonial was an excellent event. The Provost Guard

Provost Guard
By Ed Turner

News from Yaarab Clubs
Cherokee Shrine Club
By Don Meyer, P.P.

Fayette Shrine Club
By Mark Smith

As we all know things are rather quiet this year, but I will
bring you up to date as to what’s going on in the Cherokee
Shrine Club.
We did meet on February 4th. There were twelve dedicated Cherokee Shrine Club nobles in attendance. Also
present were the Yaarab Shrine High Priest and Prophet
Kevin Weinz and the Membership Chairman Ralph O. Dennis. Complying with COVID-19 protocol, we did not have a
meal.
Noble Greg Hartman had his usual December Toy Ride,
but with all the disruptions, we did not get organized to
deliver them. But due to this, we now have a good supply of
toys and bicycles to start the 2021 “Toy Ride” for the Elementary Schools in Cherokee County.
Noble Dennis gave a great membership talk, and discussed the award system the Potentate is having this year.
High Priest & Prophet Kevin Weinz brought us up to date
on what is going on with the Yaarab Shrine Circus, and so
on. He also presented the Yaarab Shrine Membership
award to Past President Greg Hendrix.
Our March meeting was “Lady’s Night”, and was held at
Provino’s Italian Restaurant in Canton. Twenty five nobles
and ladies enjoyed an evening of good food and fellowship.
If you are a fisherman, fish at the Canton Reservoir, and
you run into a person by the name of Merrick McClure, be
sure to thank him for the “Fishing Tournaments” he conducted in November and December. He gave the proceeds
to the Shrine Club for our Shriners Hospitals for Children.
He is what we call “A MASON ON THE STREET”. Maybe
he will ask the question real soon.

Hello nobles. The Fayette Shrine Club is gearing up
strong for the 2021 year. Although we decided not to meet
for the January Business meeting, or the Annual Super
Bowl party, due to COVID-19, we have been actively planning for the 2021 Yaarab Shrine Circus and all the upcoming events.
During our February meeting, Past Presidents John Law
and Tommy Hildebrand presented Past President Harold
Logsdon with the Fayette “Shriner of the Year Award”. Due
to his strong leadership and creation of the Fayette Golf
Tournament, we raised over $24,000 towards our annual
Hospital Fund Donation, and we are planning to do even
better this year with his help and knowledge. Great Job,
Harold!
As the Club moves through March and into April and
May, we have many activities on the horizon. A new event
this year, The Fayette Shrine Annual Car Show will be held
on May 15, 2021 from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. Wings and Things
are hosting the event and Noble Earl Fendall is running the
show. We would love to have participation from other
clubs and units, as well. We will have a DJ, with great oldies music, give-aways, auction items, and of course trophies
for the winners. Please plan to participate or become a
sponsor. Email EarlFendall@gmail.com for more information, or sign up/sponsor applications.
Our “Bucket Brigade” is out in full force and getting
ready for the 79th Yaarab Shrine Circus. It’s almost Circus
time, and we are excited about the new location, and believe it will be a great success! Like all the units and clubs,
we take great pride in our responsibility, and work hard to
make the Circus a great time for the kids and families.
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Continued on 39

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
The Fayette Shrine Club looks forward to manning the
gates, and it will be extra special to see all the smiling faces
at the gate this year.
We are also looking forward to participating in the Annual First Lady’s Golf Tournament on April 12, 2021. We
will have at least one team participating, maybe two.
Looking ahead, the Fayette Shrine Club plans to be in
force at the Summer Ceremonial in Helen. We are working
hard to get our ‘Super Thing” ready for the parade with lots
of help from our fellow nobles. It is always a pleasure to
see those excited little ones smiling while also giving them a
little insight into the great work we do for the Shriners Hospitals for Children and community. Looking forward to
seeing all of you there.

Rome Shrine Club
By Brandon Bunch
There are a lot of “Irons in the Fire” at Rome Shrine
Club!
There were approximately 25 Rome Shrine nobles attending the 2021 Circus Kickoff at the Yaarab Shrine Center. Rome has pledged $40,000 this year. Nobles are already hot on the trail, and hard at work to raise that money
by bucketing.
There will be a singing to raise money to support the
Shriners Hospitals for Children this fall. Last year was the
first time Rome Shrine Club held a parking lot gospel singing and managed to raise over $5,000. President Shane
Dover fully believes that this year, we can blow that number
out of the park, and raise more! Look for info on this event
when the date is locked down, in the near future, and make
plans to join us!

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries
Prayers of healing are requested for Debbie Davenport
who recently had surgery. Several of our members had a
bout of COVID-19 and fortunately all are well now. I am
th
The Cher-O-Kettes met on February 4 . We had a won- sad to report that we lost one of our members; Andrea Kergan, Lady of Mark Kergan. She suddenly passed earlier this
derful visit by Lady Pat Weinz. It’s always great to see
year due to an aneurysm. She was a dear lady, and I am
her. Lena Painter joined the Cher-O-Kettes.
sure her two children and Mark miss her terribly, as do all
A 50/50 fundraiser is planned, and Sheri Crowe will be
of us who knew her.
heading that up. There were several prayer requests folAnother sudden and sad loss was the passing of Stan
lowed by prayer.
Wilson,
a dear friend of the Gwinnett Club. You will reKeeping with our tradition, the men treated the ladies to
member
Stan, who along with Stacey Lumley, were the
th,
“Ladies Night” at Provino’s for dinner on March 4 . The
Highway
211 Band. They played at many Gwinnett and
Cher-O-Kettes/Cherokee Shrine Club were represented
Yaarab
functions.
Stan was a wonderful man who had a
well with approximately 34 in attendance.
way
of
making
everyone
feel special and welcome. WherevWe anticipate several new ladies to join in April. Looker
he
played
he
always
introduced
the Shriners that were
ing forward to seeing you there.
present, explained what they do, and encouraged people to
put money in their buckets. One of his granddaughters was
Gwinn-etts
a Shriner child and he was extremely grateful for the care
By Elaine Stone
she received. He will be sorely missed.
Considering how suddenly our friends and loved ones
The Gwinnett ladies held their first meeting of the year
can be taken from us, let’s endeavor to treat each other with
on February 15th. Our new President, Melissa Allen did a
kindness and, especially, tell our loved ones that we love
wonderful job presiding over the meeting. Other new Offic- them. Also, when we see first responders and our military
ers for this year 2021 are: Vice President, Daphney Lynn
or veterans, let’s be sure to thank them for their service.
Peters; Secretary, Kim Murrell; and Treasurer, Leigh
Smith. Attendance for the meeting was good and we were
Karinats
honored by the presence of members; Pat Weinz, Lady of
By
Jane
Johnston
High Priest and Prophet Kevin Weinz, and First Lady Judy
Burke, Lady of Imperial Oriental Guide Richard Burke.
It is so good to be able to be out and about again. We
It was decided that our Shriners Hospitals for Children
hope
all the folks that have had COVID-19 are either totally
fundraiser for the year will be a “Designer Purse Raffle”.
well
or
getting there. What a year 2020 was! It appears
We intend to raffle 20 designer handbags, and tickets will
things
are
getting back to some kind of normalcy, and we
be $10 each. More details will be provided later along with
look forward to a good rest of the year in 2021.
pictures of the handbags.

Cher-O-Kettes
By Pam Dobson
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
Congratulations to our new Potentate Tom Holt and Lady Jennifer. We know 2021 will be a good year under their
leadership, along with the other members of the Divan. We
want to thank Past Potentate Bruce Ridley and Lady Angela
for having a great year, even though it was a tough one.
Past Potentate Bruce’s theme, #YAARABBELIEVES, certainly proved to be that. We did, and we had a successful
year.
Some of our Karinats and nobles enjoyed Lady Jenny’s
Tea and the race party for the guys. The”HEADGAMES”,
tribute to Foreigner was a GREAT time. Several members
of our Unit are planning to attend the upcoming Jan-June
birthday party, the SASA Mid Winter, the 1st Lady’s Golf
Tournament, the Easter party, the Rainy Day Giveaway,
and several other things. We hope in the near future, we
have a great time at the 79th Yaarab Shrine Circus!
Our slate of Officers for 2021 are: President, Arlene
Law; Vice President, Vicki Wallen; Treasurer, Lynda
Shirley; Recording Secretary, Betsy Briamonte; and Corresponding Secretary, Jane Johnston. We look forward to a
successful year for the Karinats and supporting our Arab
Guardsmen.
Several of our ladies and/or their nobles have been sick
over the past few months. Our prayers continue to be with
them and their families.
We meet every 1st Friday of the month at the Yaarab
Shrine Center. We have social hour from 6-7 p.m., then
dinner at 7 p.m. in the Arab Guard room. Then we break
out into the Imperial Room for our meeting. If you are interested in becoming a Karinat, we encourage your noble
to join the Arab Guard. We would love to have you!

Motor Corps Obstacle Course practice event on March 12th
at the Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club. Family and
friends of the Motor Corp were in attendance to cheer on
their fellas as they ran the course on two, three and four
wheelers. The ladies took turns timing each run so the
mighty Motor Corps could work on improving their performances before competition season. Of course, the kids, and
a few of us ladies, got a chance to run the course, as well.
Lunch was provided by the Motorettes for those in attendance. A special thank you to Becky Gibbs and Polly Judd,
who always take the reigns and supply the brunt of the
meal. A fun day of camaraderie was had by all!
Obviously, we love to have fun and fellowship, but we are
also excited about our plans for fundraising and new ways
to support our Yaarab family. Once again, the Motorettes
are selling raffle tickets for a custom leather fez case. Tickets are $20 each or 6 for $100. The drawing takes place in
December. You need not be present to win. Contact any
member if you are interested. We will also be selling custom embroidered beach towels, as well as, new neoprene
can koozie designs. In addition, we have some baskets to
raffle at various events throughout the year. Some of the
exciting items included in these raffles are a crockpot multi
-cooker, and a cooler with fun summer accessories. In support of our member Sheila Lundquist, whose husband has
been deployed to Saudi Arabia, we put together a care package of snacks, games and personal items. We plan on doing
this for David every other month or so. If you would like to
make a donation to his care package, please see any member. We are also showing our support for our member,
First Lady, Jenny Holt by sponsoring a hole for her golf
tournament in April. We are definitely thrilled to be able to
show our support for Illustrious Sir Tom Holt at this year’s
Motorettes
79th Yaarab Shrine Circus. The Motorettes will be working
By Trista Neely
with the Motor Corps selling wings and lemonade.
We are also excited to participate in some of the upcomWe were all happy to see the end of 2020, and we prayed
ing
spring activities. A few of the ladies and their spouses
that 2021 would have fewer challenges and more fellowattended
the “Headgames Concert” on March 20th. They
ship. Despite some cancellations early on, January ended
got together and planned a table with a Mexican theme.
with a great Circus Kickoff! “Together as One in 2021!”
Their menu included tacos and beer? Margaritas and taNormally in February, we host our very own Valentine
males? Everyone in attendance thoroughly enjoyed the
Dinner and Dance; however, due to continued concerns
evening.
with COVID, we decided to postpone this event. We are
Do you feel lucky? Well, do ya? St. Patrick’s Day may be
hoping to have a Spring Fling in April or May, possibly outin
March,
but you are bound to get lucky at the “Rainy Day
side in the courtyard. The nicer weather, along with the
Giveaway”
on April 24th. With this April shower you get a
vaccinations being received by our membership, will hopefully produce a much larger gathering, and a more enjoya- prime rib to devour. We will dance the night away while
biting our nails during this night of fun. Life has been a
ble event (just like the good old days). Despite our postponement, Valentine’s Day wasn’t totally cancelled. We did circus, now let’sstenjoy the show! See you at the Shrine Circus, May 21 -31 . We all deserve to have a little fun!
have a fabulous time dining and dancing together in the
ballroom for Yaarab’s Valentine Party. Our very own, Sherry Wright, along with her husband Jimmy, created a beautiful backdrop to this event with pink decorations, decadent
Belgian chocolates and fun photo ops. The fun continued
in February at the First Lady’s Tea. We had a small, but
festive showing and enjoyed the Mardi Gras spirits provided by Sharlene.
We were able to enjoy some good old family fun at the
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
Rome Shrine Ladies
By Peggy Sims
We are all excited here in Rome. Things are sure
looking brighter! We look forward to working for
Shriners Hospitals for Children this spring and summer.
The Rome Shrine Ladies are planning a “Paint Party”
on April 9th at the Clubhouse on Bells Ferry Rd. Tickets
are $35, and we receive $10 from each ticket for Shriners
Hospitals for Children. We will also have a “Silent
Cake Auction”, that night, and snacks will be provided. Tickets can be purchased at https://
www.brushstrokeswithbritt.com/events/shriners.
Please continue to support our Pizza Fundraiser that
runs through June 2021. Remember when you order
online both you and Shrine ladies benefit from this fundraiser.
Our “Spaghetti Dinner” in February was a great success. Thanks to everyone who participated.
Our next meeting will be April 1st at 7:00 p.m. at the
Clubhouse. We should be able to have a good attendance
by then with mostly everyone receiving the vaccine. Looking forward to seeing you there.
Please remember Jeri Swafford, widow of Noble John
Swafford who passed recently. John was past President of the Rome Hillbillies. He did most of the cooking
for fundraisers for the Club especially at our “Coon
Hunts”. Please keep Jeri and her family in your prayers. We will miss John very much.
Glenda Voyles fell recently, broke her leg, and had
surgery. She is in rehab at Pruitt Health. You may contact her at: Room 217B, 2 Three Mile Rd NE, Rome, GA,
30165. Lawonia Bagley is having shoulder and back
problems. She may be facing surgery soon. Susan Cagle
is doing better from her neck surgery, but will have back
surgery in the near future. Beth Trimble is not doing well. Her spouse, Noble Ron Trimble recently had a heart attack
and received two stents. He is recovering at home after spending a few days in the hospital. Diane Collins' spouse, Noble
Rick Collins fell and hurt his back and is looking at possible surgery. Former First Lady, Karen Edwards is a patient at
Rome Health Rehab Center, 1345 Redmond Rd NE, Rome, GA, 30165. Please remember to keep all of the above mentioned in your prayers.
A belated Happy Birthday to Lisa Godfrey March 9. Sorry I overlooked it.
Happy April/May Birthdays to: Glenda Voyles, April 4; Amanda Middleton, April 15; Shannon Fox, April 19; Susan
Cagle, May 2; Desiree Edwards, May 10; and Jean Fields May 31.

Widows and Widowers
By Judy Campbell
Welcome to the time change and more daylight! It’s difficult to adjust but rewarding.
We are eagerly awaiting the Circus at the new Cumming Fairgrounds location. We will be doing ladies check in and
look forward to seeing folks we haven’t seen in awhile.
The “Head Games” event was lots of fun and enjoyed by many fun seekers! The January to June Nobles Birthday Party was another great event. As you are reading this issue, the Children’s Easter party, “Wall of Fame” dinner, and “Rainy
Day Giveaway” will be over! Then, we are ready to head to Cumming Fairgrounds, May 21 -31.
We enjoy what we do for Yaarab, and are always willing to assist any way we can.
Our Club is here for any widow of a noble or for a noble who is a widower. Please contact me if you, or anyone
you know, are interested in becoming a member of our Club. Our purpose is to offer comfort and fellowship.
We meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month, at 11:00 a.m., in our room at the Shrine Center. Come join us.
Judy Campbell, President, (404-558-6683)
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Yaarab’s Widows and Widowers Members

FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
Month of January and February 2021
Regular
Membership
Membership January 1, 2021

2,990

Created/Added
Affiliated
Restored
Demitted/Dropped
Suspended
Deaths
Net change
Membership, February 28, 2021

5
(1)
1
(29)
(24)
2,966
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Associate
Membership
41

(2)

(2)
39

Total
3,031

5
(3)
1
(29)
(26)
3,005

Recently Known Deaths
25845

James D. Dyer
Hartwell, Georgia
Nov 16, 1930 – Jan 21, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Jun 21, 1972

28376

Robert L. Spencer
Marietta, Georgia
Apr 25, 1932 – Mar 2, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Jun 18, 1975

35331

Calvin Tyner
Stockbridge, Georgia
Jun 13, 1956 – Jan 30, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Feb 21, 1998

19650

James H. Lord, Jr.
Snellville, Georgia
Dec 3, 1930 – Mar 4, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Dec 11, 1963

38812

David E. Nance
Lithia Springs, Georgia
Jan 24, 1944 – Jan 31, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Jun 15, 2002

33486

Howard J. Cook, Jr.
Marietta, Georgia
Nov 17, 1947 – Mar 13, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Mar 18, 1987

26063

Willis B. Hilley, Sr.
Williamson, Georgia
Nov 2, 1932 – Feb 1, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Sep 15, 1972

41056

Thomas C. Neely
Oxford, Georgia
Nov 11, 1938 – Mar 17, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Sep 5, 2018

17393

James H. Nabers
Cedar Bluff, Alabama
Jul 27, 1927 – Feb 3, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Dec 10, 1958

38726

George D. Lovelady
Dalton, Georgia
Nov 4, 1930 – Feb 6, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Jun 15, 2002

39043

Allen M. Kirby
Port Saint Joe, Florida
Jul 3, 1943 – Feb 19, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Jun 14, 2003

18132

Ernest R. Bennett
Lilburn, Georgia
Jul 2, 1928 – Feb 19, 2021
Created at Yaarab on Dec 14, 1960
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
January/February Hospital Trip Report
Driver

Temple #

Greenville, SC

Ron Avery
Tim Bettis
Gene Blount

33910
40897
35036

1
1
2

Wendell Boss
Marty Bruce
Ralph O Dennis
Ronnie Duncan
Richard Ergle
Tom Oliver
Wayne Shelnutt
Kye Watson
Mike Young

30838
40261
37613
40311
40878
39663
36234
40832
35828

1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1

Echota Vann Drivers
Seth Carter
Jeff Phillips
Chris Quarles
Gordon Tatum
James Warren

40425
22129
38681
30023
32575

2
2

Cincinnati, OH

Thank You Nobles,
We Appreciate You!

1
1

4
2
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Yaarab Shrine Center
400 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30308

