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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
“Roll with the Team in 2016”
I want to thank all of the Yaarab nobles for putting their faith in me and electing me as the 2016
Potentate of the greatest Shrine Center in all of Shrinedom, Yaarab Shrine.
I will strive to earn the respect and trust of all nobles and ladies of Yaarab Shrine.
For the last seven years, Pam and I have traveled to see many Clubs and Units and met so many
new friends, as well as, enjoying the company of old friends.
We want to thank all the nobles and ladies that have worked so hard in the past. We look forward
to visiting all the Clubs and units and working with you all this year.
The Circus is quickly approaching; let’s keep our eyes on the prize. Pray for good weather and a
successful Circus Crusade.
Always remember when you are out bucketing and getting sponsors, that you are representing the 3,500 nobles of Yaarab Shrine.
Just a couple of dates to remember; February 13th is the Valentine Party, February 21st is the First Lady’s Tea and, April
2nd is the Chastain Party. Get your tickets early.
Again, “THANK YOU” all for your hard work in making Yaarab Shrine a success.
If there is ever anything that the 2016 Divan can do for you, please let us know and we will do our best to help.
We are a TEAM!
Fraternally yours,

R. Brent Bivens
Potentate 2016

OFFICIAL CALL OF THE POTENTATE
Notice is hereby given of a stated meeting of Yaarab Temple,
A.A.O.N.M.S.,
400 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia
For transaction of such business and ceremonial as may be regularly presented
On:
Wednesday, March 9, 2016 at 7:00 P.M.
Social at 5:30 P.M.; Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
Attest:
Tom Holt, Recorder

Brent Bivens, Potentate
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The Divan Ladies
of Yaarab Shrine
cordially invite all
Ladies to attend a tea
Honoring

First Lady Pam Bivens

Sunday – February 21, 2016
2- O’clock pm Until 4-O’clock pm
Yaarab Shrine Ballroom
And while the girls are having tea…

Come and bang fenders with the guy’s

Daytona 500 Race Day Party
Sunday, February 21st, 2016 – 1:30pm – until???
Gene Bracewell Auditorium
Food and Beverages provided

Chaplain’s Corner
By Dennis Bellamy
Love One Another
Greetings nobles and ladies. I hope all is well, and each of you had a great Christmas and
New Year. Here we are well into a new year, as we put last year behind us let’s not forget the
exceptional year Past Potentate Larry Cline and First Lady Jeri had. We had a successful
Circus and Carnival, a million dollar fund raiser was met for our Shriners Hospitals for Children and we came under budget all year. Thank you, Divan, as well as, the nobility and ladies for the continued support for Shrinedom. This year will also be an exceptional year.
Illustrious Sir Brent Bivens and First Lady Pam have begun the year with great optimism for
the year. I want to thank them for the appointment of Chaplain. Once again, it is truly an
honor to serve in this capacity.
February and March has several holidays to speak of; Valentine Day, Presidents’ Washington and Lincoln’s birthday (men who believed in the greatness of this country and the freedom of religion), as well
as, the President’s Day celebrating all Presidents. The most important is Easter the day of resurrection of our Savior.
As we reflect on Valentines Day what do we usually think of? Well, for the guys, it is a day we remember the one we
love and shower them with flowers or candy or even both. As for the ladies, it also is a day to give a gift of love. We give
gifts of love to those who are near and dear to our hearts. For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life John 3:16. This is the greatest gift one
could ever receive. Our love for each other should be as unconditional as God’s love is for us. He knows all about us
and loves us just the same even through our many failures. Thus we should love one another. True Christian love,
God’s kind of love, will ignore our short falls. What a difference this world would be if all displayed this kind of love.
This reminds me of the ten commands of love:
The Ten Commands of Love

1.

Thou shalt put thy mate before thy mother, thy father, thy son and thy daughter, for thy mate is thy lifelong companion.

2.

Abuse not thy body with excessive food, tobacco, drink or any foreign substance that goeth into thy arm or up thy nose.

3.

Do not forget that cleanliness is a virtue.

4.

Permit neither thy business nor thy hobby to make thee a stranger to thy children, for the most precious gift a parent can give
his or her family is time.

5.

Make not a beggar of thy mate. Willingly sharing with him or her thy worldly goods.

6.

Forget not to say “I love you.” For even though thy love may be constant, thy mate doth yearn to hear these cherished words.

7.

Remember that the approval of thy mate is worth far more than the adoring glances of a hundred strangers, so cleave unto thy
mate and forsake all others.

8.

Keep thy home in good repair, for out of it cometh the joys of old age (not to mention the resale value).

9.

Forgive with grace, for who among us does not need to be forgiven?

Honor the Lord thy God all the days of thy life and thy children will grow and bless you.
If we continue to use our book of instructions (The Holy Bible) our love for God and one another will continue to
grow towards that Agape love. The love that God showed us when he gave His only Begotten Son to the world and
Through His Son’s love, He gave His life that day on Calvary that all who call upon His name and believeth in Him shall
have eternal life. On the day we celebrate as Easter is the Day our Lord was resurrected to sit at the right side of the
Father.
May God’s Blessings Be Upon You!
Rev. Dennis E. Bellamy
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FIRST LADY’S GOLF TOURNAMENT

March 28, 2016

Country Club of Gwinnett

Location:
Country Club of Gwinnett
3254 Clubside View Court SW
Snellville, Georgia 30039
Shotgun start at 10:00 a.m.
Entry Fee/s:
 $400 per team
o Four Playing
Spots
o Lunch Provided
o Green Fee, Carts
& Range Balls
 $500 Team with Hole
Sponsor
 Corporate Sponsor $250
 Hole Sponsorship $125
Registration:
Please return registration with
checks payable to
Yaarab Shrine
Attention Tournament
Director, Sam Black
6000 Rocky Shoals Court
Tucker, GA 30084
(404-386-2849)

First Lady of Yaarab Shrine, Pam Bivens, invites you to join her for the annual
First Lady’s Golf Tournament to benefit the beautification fund of Yaarab Shrine.
Prizes will be awarded and lunch is provided. Space is limited so sign your team
up today and support Pam’s effort to continue the legacy of having the best
Shrine Center.
PLEASE PRINT INFORMATION BELOW
Foursome: __________________________
Phone Number: ______________________
Email______________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: _____________St:_______ Zip:_________

PLAYER LIST
Player: ______________________________________
Player: ______________________________________
Player: ______________________________________

Sponsorships:
Yaarab 2016 Golf tournaments
are seeking Corporate
Sponsorships. If you know of
any persons or organization
wishing to support the
beautification fund of Yaarab
Shrine please call
Ronny Duncan 678-249-7113

Player: ______________________________________

PAYMENT
Team Payment ($400): $___________________
Team with Hole Sponsor ($500): ___________________
Corporate Sponsor($250): $_________________
Hole Sponsorship ($125 per hole): $___________________

My name is Nina Manuel and I am a junior at Unity Christian School in Rome, GA that believes in giving. I started my
first fundraising project in September, 2011. My mom told me about a co-worker’s mom who was diagnosed with stage 4
cancer, and was not covered by private insurance or Medicare. She needed money to pay for radiation treatments and
surgery.
My brother Alan, is my other inspiration. He is a very caring and compassionate person. He is currently completing
his Pediatric residency at a children’s hospital in Florida. He has completed three medical mission trips where he has
been able to provide care for children in places like Ethiopia and Bangladesh. I took great pride in being able to raise
money for his trip to Bangladesh.
Nina’s Share-A-Bear started as an idea to raise money to purchase stuffed bears to share with sick kids so they would
have something to hug while going through their illness. This evolved into making homemade bears. With the support
and help of my parents and other family friends I started “Nina’s Share-A-Bear”.
For every bear that I make and sell, I make and donate a second bear to be used by the roadrunners when they are
transporting children to one of the Shriners Hospitals for Children. I also donate $10 for every bear purchased using the
coupon code SHRINER to Shriners Hospitals.
I have sold over 450 bears since April, 2013. This is giving me the opportunity to provide 450 smiles to children and
their families. My goal is to bring a smile to the faces and hearts of everyone that is touched by my bears. It also makes
me smile knowing that my bears are making people happy. It is fun to watch people talk about the bears when they see
them. They often remind them of a childhood memory or a memory of a loved one.
I want my bears to make a difference. You can follow my bears at www.shareabear.me
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Meet Yaarab’s New Potentate 2016 – Brent Bivens
By Sam Black, Basharat Editor
When Noble Brent Bivens decided he would run for the office of Recorder on Yaarab’s Divan in 2010, he was focused on one thing; become
Potentate in seven years. He hit the campaign trail running “wide open”,
but never lost his ambition to work and help the nobility raise money to
benefit the Shriners Hospitals for Children. Over the years, Brent became a
well-known noble in Yaarab Shrine, having visited all Yaarab’s clubs and
units many, many times. He successfully served all his Divan positions in
the manner of a true leader and prepared himself for the future duties of
Potentate of Yaarab Shrine. His perseverance paid off, and his dream came
true on Saturday, January 2, 2016, when he was unanimously elected the
93rd Potentate of Yaarab Shrine.
Brent was born on April 6, 1957 and raised in Riverdale, Georgia, where
he continues to reside. He owns Transportation Concepts, which is a courier business, and also is involved as an expediting company for the Atlanta
airport. Brent met his wife, Pam, in 1973. They were married in 1976, and
are about to celebrate their fortieth wedding anniversary. They have two
sons, Brandon and Ricky. Brandon is currently serving our country as a
Master Chief Petty Officer in the U.S. Navy. He works in the nuclear field
in the Navy, and has been doing so for the past 18 years. Ricky, after attending the University of Georgia, joined Brent’s family owned courier
business, and currently owns his own kenneling business.
Brent petitioned Jonesboro Lodge #87 and was raised a Master Mason in 1989. Immediately after being raised,
Brent worked his way through the chairs and became the Worshipful Master of Jonesboro Lodge #87 in 1999. Today,
he still serves on several committees at Jonesboro Lodge #87.
In June 1993, Brent was initiated in Yaarab Shrine. Shortly afterwards, Brent joined the South Fulton Shrine Club.
He worked through each office, and was elected President in 2000. He has also been an active member of Yaarab’s
Knights of Mecca Unit and has served on the degree team since 2003. Since 2002, Brent has been a member of Yaarab’s Commandant’s Staff. As a member of the Staff, you could always count on seeing Brent proudly driving his 1975
red Cadillac convertible supporting the Yaarab Shrine parades.
In 1994, Brent joined the Southeastern Association of Shrine Motor Corps. He was elected to the line of Officers in
SASMC in 2002, becoming President in 2006/2007. He currently remains active in SASMC today.
Brent has been an active participant in every Yaarab Shrine Circus since joining Yaarab Shrine in 1993. He has held
several positions such as, Assistant Midway Chairman, Transportation Director for three Potentates, and has also
served as Yaarab Shrine Quartermaster. In 2015, Brent served as Yaarab Shrine’s Circus Director. Brent’s courier service business has placed and picked up the flea market trailers that are distributed throughout the Atlanta area collecting goods to be sold at the Circus Flea Market.
Since 2004, Illustrious Sir Brent has helped set up and operated twelve annual Yaarab Car Shows, held at Jim Miller
Park. The amount of monies raised for the Shriners Hospitals for children has been well over $100,000.
Every year since joining Yaarab Shrine, Brent has been a Thousandaire. For several years, he achieved the level of
Gold Executive Aide, reached by personally collecting at least $ 5,000. At Yaarab’s Annual Business Meeting and Election in January 2005, Brent was awarded Yaarab’s Merit Award # 333. He has earned in excess of 328,000 Crown of
Honor points, enabling him to join the elite club of nobles whose pictures adorn the “Wall of Fame” hall in Yaarab
Shrine for reaching the 100,000 level of points.
Brent’s long time friend and fellow noble, Tommy Hildebrand pointed out in his nomination speech, that Brent was
a hard worker. He further stated that he knows Brent has the support of his wife, Pam, as well as his family, to dedicate
the time necessary to serve as Potentate of Yaarab Shrine. He is easy to get along with and will go out of his way to assist in any way needed to get the job done. He is conscientious and dedicated to the success of Yaarab Shrine. He has
set his 2016 motto as, “Roll with the Team In 2016”. Illustrious Potentate Brent Bivens is proud to serve Yaarab Shrine
as it’s Potentate and should make all the nobility proud to have him as their leader. We wish him and First Lady Pam
the very best for much success during the upcoming year – 2016.
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2016 Yaarab Shrine Annual Meeting & Election – Brent Bivens, Elected Potentate
Tom Holt, Recorder
By Sam Black, Basharat Editor
A chilly, but no rain morning, welcomed a crowd of just under 400 nobles as they convened in the Gene Bracewell
Shrine Auditorium at Yaarab Shrine Center on Saturday, January 2, 2016. The event was the 125th annual Yaarab
Shrine election, business meeting and the unanimous election of Brent Bivens as Potentate of Yaarab Shrine. It took
two ballots, winning by three votes for, Noble Tom Holt to win the position on the bottom rung of Yaarab’s Divan as
Recorder.
Meeting Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM by Illustrious Potentate Larry Cline. He asked Yaarab’s Chaplain, Dennis Bellamy to give the invocation. This was followed by the presentation of colors by Yaarab’s Legion of Honor Unit.
Once the flags were in place, Illustrious Sir Cline asked High Priest & Prophet Gary Lewis to lead all nobles in the
Pledge of Allegiance to our country’s flag, while the Brass Band played the National Anthem. Illustrious Sir Cline asked
all nobles present to give a round of applause to the Legion of Honor for their superb job of presenting the colors, and
nobles in the Brass Band for playing the National Anthem and other tunes.
Introductions, Welcomes, Reports
Illustrious Sir Cline next requested Yaarab’s Past Potentate, Mike Hulsey to introduce all Past Potentates in attendance. Having been invited by Illustrious Sir Cline to join him and Yaarab’s Divan on the stage, a grand parade of fourteen (14) Past Potentates of Yaarab Shrine followed Past Potentate Mike Hulsey’s introductions. Past Potentates present included Illustrious Sirs Richard Burke (2014), Chuck Pittman (2013), Chuck Rager, Sr. (2012), Ray Skiles (2011),
Mike Autry (2010), Gary Petty (2009), Lou Gaylor (2008), J.D. Mitchell (2006), Jack Hardin (2004), Mike Hulsey
(2002), Dennis Lester (1998), Frank Beckworth (1995), Marshall Stephens (1993), and Past Imperial Sir and Imperial
Past Treasurer Gene Bracewell (1973). Also in attendance were Associate Past Potentates, Denny Blair (2002 – HASAN SHRINE), Donald Meyer (2011 – KHEDIVE SHRINE), Gary Smith (2008 – MARZUQ SHRINE), and George
Thurlow (2001 – AMARA SHRINE). Also introduced was Past Grand Master of Georgia – 2014, Most Worshipful Edgar Land. This noble was also invited to join the Past Potentates seated on the stage. It was noted that P.P. J.J. Moore,
P.P. Stratton “Z” Zelack, and P.P. Stephen Padgett were not able to attend due to illnesses. To show appreciation for
these noted dignitaries, Illustrious Sir Cline asked for a standing ovation from the nobles present.
Illustrious Sir Cline, asked Recorder Dennis Davidson to call the roll to check attendance for Yaarab’s Clubs and
Units present.
Illustrious Sir Cline then called on Recorder Dennis Davidson to read the minutes of the last business meeting held
December 9, 2015. A motion was made to dispense of the reading of the minutes, in the essence of time, and proceed
with the meeting. Upon a motion duly seconded, voted on and passed, the reading of the minutes was dispensed. It
was noted that if any noble wanted to read these minutes, they could go to the Yaarab Shrine office at any time. Illustrious Sir Cline next recognized Noble John Falk of the Brass Band. John presented a plaque to Brass Band member Noble Skeeter Lewis for his long tenure of service.
Budgets, 2015 Recap, Contracts
Illustrious Sir Cline introduced Finance Chairman, Tommy Hildebrand to read the final 2015 finance report for
Yaarab Shrine. Tommy Hildebrand reported that we ended the year 2015 with a positive financial position of $
368,804.00. Members of the 2015 Divan applauded all nobles for their hard work in making 2015 a great and successful year. Illustrious Sir Cline stated that the distribution of the increase in dollars would be as follows: $ 50,000.00 –
dedicated for future Circuses, $ 11,000.00 – put in a 2016 general budget fund, $ 4,000.00 – Past Potentate Larry
Cline’s jewel to be decided, $ 35,700.00 – to be put in the Yaarab Home Association, (YHA) account, making a total of
$ 500,000.00 in this account, $ 10,000.00 – to be used as 2017 membership budget, and $ 5,000.00 – to be used in
the Yaarab Business Office. This only totaled $ 115,700.00, so Illustrious Sir Cline announced that the $ 253,104.00
balance would go into an investment savings account that could only be used upon a vote taken by Yaarab’s nobility.
Noble Hildebrand congratulated all the Divan members for their hard work that resulted in a positive cash flow for
2015, and then made a motion that the 2015 finance report be approved as read. The motion was duly seconded, voted
on, and passed.
Chief Rabban Brent Bivens announced that he was presenting the contract for the 2016 Circus and Carnival that
needed approval. These included: The Tarzan Zerbini Circus, for the actual Circus, Wade Shows for the Carnival, and
Jim R. Miller Park for the facility. The Circus for 2016 will be held May 20 – May 30, 2016, at Jim Miller Park. A mo-

Illustrious Sir Cline thanked all nobles present for a job “well done” in a successful year – 2015.
Past Potentate J.D. Mitchell Presides
Illustrious Sir Cline next introduced Past Potentate, J.D. Mitchell to conduct the annual Yaarab Election. He also
proceeded to congratulate Illustrious Sir Cline, the Divan, and all nobles present for a very successful 2015. He commented that all nobles present should solicit Shrine membership to our friends, neighbors, and any other means to improve our membership. Past Potentate Mitchell stated that he was proud of Yaarab Shrine, and it was a pleasure to
serve at Yaarab. With this being said, he asked all current 2015 Divan members to remove their jewels and vacate their
stations proceeding to start the regular election format in a most dignified manner.
Election
Illustrious Sir Mitchell next recognized Noble Tommy Hildebrand, who placed Brent Bivens in nomination for Potentate. Without any other nominations, Brent Bivens was unanimously elected Potentate of Yaarab Shrine for 2016.
Instead of breaking for a unit or club demonstration, Illustrious Sir Bivens announced that this event would be delayed
until the afternoon session so that the Shrine ladies and families could witness the celebration.
Next, Illustrious Sir Mitchell recognized Past Potentate Mike Autry, who in turn, nominated Danny Huggins for the
position of Chief Rabban. The floor was opened for any other nominations and there being none, Danny Huggins was
unanimously elected to the position of Chief Rabban for 2016. Noble Jim Cox was next introduced. He nominated
Gary Lewis to the position of Assistant Rabban for 2016. The floor was opened for any other nominations and there
being none, Gary Lewis was unanimously elected to the position of Assistant Rabban for 2016. Past Potentate Chuck
Rager was next introduced. He nominated Dennis Hewatt for the position of High Priest & Prophet. The floor was
opened for any other nominations, and there being none, Dennis Hewatt was unanimously elected to the position of
High Priest & Prophet for 2016. Past Potentate Mike Hulsey was next recognized and he nominated Bruce Ridley for
the position of Oriental Guide. The floor was opened for any other nominations and there being none, Bruce Ridley
was unanimously elected to the position of Oriental Guide for 2016. Noble Matt Greer was next introduced. He nominated Dennis Davidson for the position of Treasurer. The floor was opened for any other nominations, and there being
none, Dennis Davidson was unanimously elected to the position of Treasurer for 2016. This completed the normal
election format of advancing to the next office open.
There were three (3) candidates seeking the office of Recorder. Ed Turner nominated Jim Ketchum (Yaarab Provost
Guard Unit), Past Potentate Gary Petty nominated Tom Holt (South Fulton Shrine Club), and Phil Faulkner nominated
Jim Rust (Yaarab’s Motor Corps Unit). Illustrious Sir Mitchell introduced the Head Teller, Don Malcom to oversee the
balloting. Noble Malcom announced that his assistants for the ballot counting were: Jim Weaver, Tom Beam, and Jim
Scott. Noble Malcom said that there were 380 votes handed out and it would take 188 to win.
As the votes were being counted, Illustrious Sir Mitchell called on the 2015 Finance Chairman Tommy Hildebrand to
present the proposed budget for 2016. He gave a review of the budgeted expenses. A motion was made to accept the
2016 budget as read. The motion was duly seconded, voted on, and passed.
Appointments for Southeastern and YHA
During the continued ballot count, Illustrious Sir Mitchell called on High Priest & Prophet Guide elect, Dennis
Hewatt for nominations of Southeastern Shrine Association for the ensuing year of 2016. He placed in nomination,
Potentate elect Brent Bivens, Chief Rabban elect Danny Huggins, Assistant Rabban elect Gary Lewis, and the new Recorder elect for 2016. Hearing no objections, the above nobles were elected as Southeastern Shrine Association Representatives for 2016. Illustrious Sir Mitchell next called on Oriental Guide elect, Bruce Ridley for nominations to serve
on Yaarab’s Home Association (YHA), with each to serve a three (3) year term. He placed in nomination: P.P. J.D.
Mitchell, P.P. Jack Hardin, and Noble Scott Turner. Hearing no objections, the above nobles were elected to Yaarab’s
Home Association to each serve a three year term.
Recorder Elected
Head Teller Don Malcom next announced that the ballot counts were complete. He said we had 380 votes cast, and
it would take 188 to elect. The vote results did not meet the requirement of a majority, so Head Teller Malcom called
for another ballot. Since Noble Jim Ketchum received the smallest amount of votes, he graciously withdrew his name
from the race. The second ballot consisted of candidates, Noble Tom Holt and Noble Jim Rust. After the second ballot
votes were tallied, Head Teller Malcom announced that there was 371 ballots and it would take 186 to elect. With the
narrowest amount of votes ever counted to elect (three), between the two candidates, Noble Tom Holt won the position
of Recorder for 2016. Noble Jim Rust graciously withdrew his name and asked that the ballot be placed for Tom Holt.
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Imperial Council Representatives Elected, Membership and Hospital Awards
Upon completion of the election for Recorder, Illustrious Sir Mitchell asked Head Teller Noble Don Malcom to come
back up and explain the election process for nominations of Imperial Council Representatives for the Iowa Corporation
for the ensuing year 2016. Each ballot had to contain (4) four names of the (6) six running for the office. Illustrious Sir
Mitchell opened the floor for nominations. Illustrious Potentate elect, Brent Bivens, nominated himself; Past Potentate
Mike Autry nominated Chief Rabban elect, Danny Huggins; Assistant Rabban elect Gary Lewis Lewis nominated himself; Past Potentate Larry Cline nominated himself; Imperial Sir Gene Bracewell nominated Past Potentate Richard
Burke (has to be elected as Imperial Rep to run for Imperial Recorder); and Past Potentate Chuck Pittman nominated
himself. While these ballots were being counted by Noble Lonnie Mahan, Noble Johnny Cosby, Noble Jeff Ferguson,
and Noble Bill Messer, the agenda was changed so the 2015 Membership and Hospital Awards could be presented.
The gavel was passed back to Past Potentate Larry Cline who called on Membership Chairman John Law. Chairman
Law presented the award, which turned out to be a tie, for the Top Individual responsible for getting the most new
members, six (6), to Charles Bracket (Appalachian Shrine Club), and six (6) to Michael Curtis (Paulding County Shrine
Club). He next presented the award for the Top Unit in Yaarab Shrine getting the most new members, four (4) to the
Yaarab Motor Corp, President Robert Rust. The award for the Top Club in Yaarab Shrine getting the most new members, nine (9) was presented to Tri-County Shrine Club, President Kelly Edwards. Membership Chairman Law also
announced that there would be the first quarterly Membership Committee meeting at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, January
16, 2016 at Yaarab Shrine. All Unit and Club Presidents and Membership Chairpersons are requested to attend.
Past Potentate Larry Cline next called on Noble Ronnie Tibbitts, Yaarab Hospital Chairman for presentation of the
2015 Hospital Awards. Noble Tibbitts announced that the Third Place award for Clubs went to Henry County Shrine
Club (Hoby Davenport), turning in $ 61,961. Second Place award for Clubs went to Paulding County Shrine Club
(President Mike Curtis) turning in $ 64,498. First Place award for Clubs went to Chattooga Shrine Club (President
Pete Denson), turning in $ 125,000. Third Place award for Units went to Knights of Mecca (Lee English), turning in $
10,075. Second Place award for Units went to Yaarab’s Motor Corps (Robert Rust), turning in $ 26,586. First Place
award for Units went to Yaarab’s Potentate Escort Unit (Captain Eddie Black, Jr.), turning in $ 27,708. Third Place
award for Individuals in Clubs went to Joseph Ethridge, Sweetwater Shrine Club, turning in $ 10,400. Second Place
for Individuals in Clubs went to Donald Bedell, Cumming Shrine Club, turning in $ 15,217. First Place for Individuals
in Clubs went to Paul Paulicelli, Fayette Shrine Club, turning in $ 22,158. Third Place award for Individuals in Units
went to Kevin Weinz, Yaarab’s Motor Corps, turning in $5,164. Second Place award for Individuals in Units went to
Terry Bruckner, Yaarab’s Motor Corps, turning in $ 5,230. First Place in Units went to David Hicks, Yaarab’s Motor
Corps, turning in $ 5,900. Past Potentate Larry Cline announced that the total collected so far for the 2015 Hospital
Crusade was $ 906,735 with more monies being turned in. It is hoped that Yaarab will meet the $ 1,000,000 goal for
2015.
Noble Malcom announced to Illustrious Sir Mitchell that there were 352 ballots cast for Imperial Council Representative. Illustrious Sir Mitchell announced that Potentate elect, Brent Bivens; Chief Rabban elect, Danny Huggins;
Past Potentate Larry Cline; and Past Potentate Richard Burke would be Yaarab’s Imperial Council Representatives for
the ensuing year 2016.
The time being 12:20 p.m., Illustrious Sir Cline announced that the meeting would be in recess for lunch and would
reconvene not later than 1:30 p.m. Lunch would be served to the Nobility in “D” room of the Shrine Center.

Reconvene Meeting
The start of the afternoon session of the meeting began at 1:15 p.m. Potentate elect Brent Bivens welcomed back the
nobility and their wives to the second session of the day. Illustrious Sir Bivens next asked if there were any presentations to outgoing Potenate Larry Cline at this time. Bryan Phillips, Coosawattee Shrine Club, presented a $3,000
check, Billy Petitt, Chattooga Shrine Club, presented another check for $25,000, making the Chattooga Shrine Club
total, $ 150,000, Noble Dennis Bellamy presented a check for $ 5,500 from the Entertainers Unit, and Noble Tony
Trencio of Yaarab’s Patrol Unit presented one check in the amount of $ 50,000 for the Shriners Hospitals for Children
– Montreal Unit, and another check for $ 50,000 to start the 2016 Hospital Crusade. Illustrious Sir Cline announced
that the above presentations totaled $ 83,500 putting our total amount for the 2015 Yaarab Hospital Crusade over $
1,000,000. In closing, Illustrious Sir Cline thanked all nobles present for their 2015 contributions and their support.
He stated that he was looking forward to getting back with the Yaarab Roadrunners in 2016, transporting our patients
to and from our Shriners Hospitals for Children. He also thanked all Divan members for their continued support and
cooperation they gave during 2015.
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Merit Awards
Illustrious Sir Cline next called on Merit Award Chairman Grady Nichols to preside over the presentation of (5) five
awards for outstanding service to the community and the Shrine. Illustrious Sir Cline presented Merit Award # 405 to
Tom Beam (Tucker Shrine Club). Newly elected Potentate Brent Bivens presented # 406 to Bill Messer (Tucker Shrine
Club). Newly elected Chief Rabban Danny Huggins presented #407 to Robert Rhodes (Yaarab’s Knights of Mecca
Unit). Newly elected Assistant Rabban Gary Lewis presented # 408 to Tony Trencio (Yaarab’s Patrol Unit). Newly
elected High Priest & Prophet Dennis Hewatt presented # 409 to Lonnie Mahan (Tri-County Shrine Club).
Illustrious Sir Cline next awarded the coveted Potentate’s Gold Merit Award to Sam W. Black (Basharat Editor and
member of Northeast Dekalb Shrine Club).
Forest Adair Memorial Cup Award Debut
Illustrious Sir Cline next presented the beautiful special Forest Adair Memorial Cup. This award is presented on a
rotation basis for future years to recognize efforts of the Clubs and Units in Yaarab Shrine. Goals to be met to win the
award include: 1) positive growth, 2) positive attitudes, 3) increase in raising funds, and 4) supporting the Shriners
Hospitals for Children. The 2015 presentation of this award, went to Yaarab’s Motor Corps Unit. Congratulations to
the members of Yaarab’s Mighty Motor Corps Unit.
Newly Elected Officials Swearing In Ceremonies
Yaarab’s Installing Marshall, Past Potentate Jack Hardin next presented to Past Potentate J.D. Mitchell the newly
elected Yaarab’s official Divan officers and Appointive Divan members for 2016. Illustrious Sir Mitchell next proceeded with the swearing in of the newly elected officials to their respective positions. Illustrious Sir Mitchell next called on
Phillip Faulkner to read the Shriner’s Creed. He then asked each officer to raise their right hand and take the oath of
office. After this, he asked newly elected Potentate, Brent Bivens, to advance one step forward to take his oath of office
as Potentate for 2016. Upon completion, Illustrious Sir Mitchell recognized new First Lady Pam and asked her to present, newly elected Potentate Brent, his new Potentate’s Fez and Potentate’s jewel. Illustrious Sir Mitchell next recognized past First Lady Jeri and asked her to present Past Potentate Larry Cline, with his Past Potentate’s Fez. Having
completed the duty of installing the new elected officials of Yaarab Shrine for 2016, Installing Marshall, Past Potentate
Jack Hardin, made the appropriate Proclamation of Installation, and presented the Potentate’s Gavel plaque to newly
elected Potentate Brent Bivens. He then relinquished the program over to Illustrious Sir Mitchell, who presented all
the newly elected members of the Yaarab’s Board of Directors for 2016 to all individuals present.
Demonstration for Newly Elected Potentate
Illustrious Sir Mitchell relinquished the program back to Past Potentate Larry Cline, who, in turn, presented the
newly elected Potentate Brent Bivens to everyone present. The demonstration followed with members of the Potentate’s Escort leading the processional displaying their beautiful Harleys forming an honor guard for the ensuing parade. Potentate elect Brent Bivens and First Lady Pam next came walking tall through the honor guard of Harleys.
Illustrious Sir Elect Bivens was then honored by members of Clubs and Units escorted through the honor guard. Members participating in addition to the Potentate’s Escort, were from Illustrious Sir Elect Bivens’ home Masonic Lodge,
Jonesboro Lodge #87, South Fulton Shrine Club, Yaarab’s Knights of Mecca Unit, Yaarab’s Red Devil Clown Unit,
Yaarab’s Oriental Band Unit, and Yaarab’s Arab Guard Unit.
Illustrious Sir Mitchell next presented the gavel to newly elected Potentate Brent Bivens for 2016. Next he announced that everyone present was invited to Yaarab’s Shrine Ballroom for a delightful reception to start off 2016. Illustrious Sir Bivens announced that his motto for 2016 is: “ROLL WITH THE TEAM IN 2016 ”.
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Merit Awards and Forest Adair Memorial Cup
THE MEANING OF EACH
By Sam Black
Merit Awards are awarded annually to five (5) outstanding nobles at the Yaarab Annual Business Meeting and Election. A rotating Merit Award Committee receives nominations and selects five nobles for Yaarab Shrine’s coveted
award, according to the criterion set back in 1923. That criterion specifies “long service as members of Yaarab Shrine,
or nobles who, by their great and specific unselfish actions toward humanity, their brother noble, or the Shrine, shall
stand out preeminently as deserving and honored recognition”. Since 1923, Merit Award Certificates and medals have
gone to 409 deserving nobles.

Pictured (l/r) 2016 Merit Award Recipients: #409 – Lonnie Mahan, (Tri-County Shrine Club), #408 – Tony
Trencio (Yaarab’s Patrol Unit), #407 – Robert Rhodes
(Yaarab’s Knights of Mecca Unit), #406 – Bill Messer
(Tucker Shrine Club), and #405 – Tom Beam (Tucker
Shrine Club).

The coveted Gold Merit Award is Yaarab Shrine’s highest award. It is also awarded at the Yaarab Annual Business
Meeting and Election. The Gold Merit Award is given only at the discretion of the outgoing Potentate, and the recipient must already hold the Merit Award Certificate. There has been fifty-two (52) Gold Merit Awards given since its’
beginning in 1970. There were five years, during that time that two Gold Merit Awards were given in the same year.

2016 Potentate’s Gold Merit Award was presented
to Sam W. Black (Basharat Editor and Northeast
Dekalb Shrine Club).

The 2016 winner of the “FOREST ADAIR MEMORIAL CUP” goes to the YAARAB MOTOR CORPS!

Twenty Five Years Ago
By Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers
A new year brings new faces to the forefront of Yaarab Shrine. Having served on the Divan of Yaarab since being elected
Recorder, our new Potentate Illustrious Sir, Jack Emery, will not have any problem occupying the highest office at Yaarab
Shrine. After serving our country in the U.S. Air Force, Sir Jack extended his experience and went to work for The Lockheed
Corporation specializing in finance and administration. Even then he was known as a “Team” leader. He remained with
Lockheed for more than 30 years.
Sir Jack’s Masonic career began in 1961 when he was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. Brother Jack is a charter
member of Peachtree Lodge # 732. 1991 was a big year for Peachtree Lodge and also the first time that a Potentate and the
Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Bill Hutchison, served at the same time from the same lodge. Brother Jack is also a
member of the York Rite and Scottish Rite bodies.
After crossing the Hot Sands, Noble Emery became involved in many ways at Yaarab but most especially in one of his true
loves, The Mounted Patrol. Being from Kansas, Sir Jack had an avid interest in horses. Sir Jack took an active role in this unit
and was a member for 29 years. After his retirement from Lockheed in 1985, Sir Jack decided that he, along with his lovely
bride Betty, would commit themselves to serve Yaarab in the best way that he knew how. Noble Emery was elected recorder
that same year.
A man of great character and determination, Ill. Sir Jack looks forward to serving the nobles of Yaarab in 1991. The slogan
created by our new Potentate is “Fellowship and Fun in 1991”. His theme is “Teamwork is the key”. Ill. Sir Jack Emery
proclaimed how proud he was of each noble and lady of Yaarab Shrine. Since we have proven that we are the best team, we
will not have any problem meeting our goals.
I remember Illustrious Sir, Emery very well. Always a gentleman and always caring for others. When you are looking for a
potential candidate for our fraternity, find one that resembles Jack Emery. He’ll be a good one for the “Team”.

Congratulations Nobles

Pledge, Promise, Deliver

BE A WINNER FOR THE KIDS
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Yaarab Shrine Brick Program
Ordering Form
Name:

Temple #:

Address:
State
:

City:

Zip:

Telephone #:
Unit/Club:
Information to appear on brick:
3 lines, up to 20 characters per line, spaces count as a character as do periods,
commas, etc.

Bricks are $100 each
Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
Emblem:

Cash:
Credit Card:
AMEX:
Credit Card #:
Name on card:

Signature:
Samples already in place:

Shrine
Masonic
None
Payment Information:
Check:

VISA:

M/C:
Exp Date:

Membership Corner
By John Law
Welcome to 2016 at Yaarab Shrine! I look forward to fun, fellowship, and growth within our clubs and units as we
serve Shriners Hospitals for Children and our fraternity. Every year, I ask for your support in attracting and retaining
members and this year, I ask the same. Together in 2015, we initiated 104 new nobles, 11 associate nobles, and restored
46 nobles. Nobles two years in arrears of dues were between 130-140; the lowest numbers in years. We need your help
nobles, to improve renewals and initiations to accomplish positive growth once again.
I am excited to introduce a new rewards program for “First Line Signers” of new nobles. The following rewards will
be given based upon the number of new nobles a current noble brings into our fraternity.
1st line signer per new member = 500 Crown of Honor Points
1st line signer for 4 nobles = shirt
1st line signer for 6 nobles = shirt plus a jacket
1st line signer for 8 nobles = shirt plus a jacket plus 2500 additional Crown of Honor points (in addition to the 500 points
for each first line signer on individual petitions)
1st line signer for 10 nobles = all of the above PLUS 2017 dues are paid
Top overall individual noble for Units and top overall individual noble for Clubs will receive a tan Yaarab hat
Additionally, we will introduce a new Restoration Program in 2016 based on the new one-year suspension requirements. Restoration will require the submission of a restoration petition, current copy of Masonic Blue Lodge Card, and
copy of a driver’s license. Dues for restoration will be $150. Restoration letters and petitions have been sent to all nobles eligible.
Congratulations to our Divan members moving up, new Potentate Brent Bivens, and Recorder Tom Holt, not to mention all their ladies. We look forward to the planned activities at Yaarab Shrine in 2016.
A leadership team meeting will be held Feb 29, 2016 at Yaarab Shrine. The leadership team will be comprised of
Club/Unit Officers (President and 1st VP) and Membership Chair from each Club/Unit of Yaarab Shrine. Once all emails
from annual elections have been received, I will send out an official notice to the team.
Once again, your Yaarab Membership Team for 2016 is:
John Law; Chairman Membership (and Public Relations)
Bryan Baldwin; Chairman Retention and Restoration
Ethan Jones; Chairman New Noble relations
Perry Gibbs, Chairman Administration (Web and Facebook)
Lee English; Chairman Oasis Committee
I would like to thank everyone for your support in 2015. You can always reach me on my cell phone at 404-414-6379.
Let’s make 2016 a great year !

2016 Basharat Deadline Dates
MARCH 15, 2016

APRIL AND MAY ISSUE

MAY 15, 2016

JUNE AND JULY ISSUE

JULY 15, 2016

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER ISSUE

SEPTEMBER 15, 2016

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER ISSUE

NOVEMBER 15, 2016

DECEMBER AND JANUARY ISSUE

basharat@yaarabshrine.org
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YAARAB SHRINE REGIONAL SOCIALS - 2016
NORTHEAST REGIONAL SOCIAL - APRIL 30, 2016:
Alkuwa
Chattooga
Oriental Band
Bankhead
Dalton
Paulding County
Brass Band
Echota Vann
Provost Guard
Cartersville
Flying Fez
Rome
Cedar Valley
Kennesaw
Slate City
Chanters
Legion of Honor
Smyrna
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL SOCIAL - JUNE 25, 2016:
Alcovy
Granite Center
Red Devil Clowns
Alpine
Gwinnett
Sporting Clays
Appalachian
Lake Hartwell
Toccoa
Cherokee
Lanier
Tri-County
Conyers
Loganville
Washington
Coosawatee
Mountaineer
W. W. Club
Cumming
North Georgia
Steel Drum Unit
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL SOCIAL - OCTOBER 8, 2016:
Arab Guard
Henry County
Patrol
Director’s Staff
Knights of Mecca
Potentate’s Escort
Entertainers
LaGrange
South Fulton
Fayette
Motor Corps
Sweetwater
Golf Association NE Dekalb
Tucker
Griffin
Newnan
West Georgia
AT-LARGE MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ANY OF THE ABOVE DATES
The concept of holding Regional Socials not only promotes fun and fellowship
with members of your own club, unit or association but also allows you and
other groups to meet, exchange ideas and enjoy each others company. This is
also a great opportunity for at large members to see first hand what it means to
belong to and possibly join a club or unit.
April 30th Social will be held in Yaarab Shrine Ballroom
Social Hour – 6:00 p.m., Dinner – 7:00 p.m., Entertainment & Dance – Follows
If you or your group plan to attend the April Regional Social
call 404-872-5818 for reservations - RSVP by April 20th
Neighbors and friends are welcome!

Yaarab’s Annual
Rainy Day
“CASH” Giveaway
$12,500 in Cash with a $10,000 Grand Prize
Cash given away at every 25th ticket drawn
Order of the 17 cash prizes given away:
1st ticket - $100
200th ticket - $100
25th ticket - $100
225th ticket - $200
50th ticket - $100
250th ticket - $200
75th ticket - $100
275th ticket - $200
100th ticket - $100
300th ticket - $200
125th ticket - $100
325th ticket - $200
150th ticket - $100
350th ticket - $300
175th ticket - $100
375th ticket - $300
400th ticket – Grand Prize $10,000

When: May 7, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
Where: Yaarab Shrine
400 Ponce de Leon Ave., Atlanta, GA

Ticket Price: $100
Each Ticket Includes:
Prime Rib dinner for two
Beverages Included
Dancing & Live Music
Chance to win Grand Prize of $10,000
CONTACT: Bruce Ridley (706) 581-8615 Dennis Davidson (404) 281-2467
FOR TICKETS
Proceeds from ticket sales are for the benefit of the Yaarab Shrine-Not Tax Deductible

2015 Christmas Party Thank-You
By Jerry & Doris Brookshire
We have so many people to thank for making our Christmas Party another success. Friday was a work day and
wrapping toys day. Also, was the work of setting up tables and chairs. Saturday was the Big Day; “Thank-You, ThankYou, Thank-You” to the following people: P.P. J.D. Mitchell and Linda; Face Painting (a big success), Tammy Ramey;
Games and Rapping, Lanier Shrine Club and Cumming Shrine Club; Ice Cream, Larry Griffin; Popcorn, Serena and
Pam Brooks; Food Server, Harold Brooks of South Fulton Club; Santa and Mrs. Claus, Ralph Dennis and wife Fay; Director’s Staff; Arab Guard; Gwinnett Club; Smyrna Club; Tucker Club; Motor Corp, Warren Shore with Train; Red Devil Clowns; Paulding County Club (Joyce and Grady Roberts with bicycle give-a-way); Oriental Band; Daughters of the
Nile; Entertainers Unit; Drinks, Mike Mitchell; Santa Elf, Judy Campbell (Widows and Widowers Club President); Sign
-in for workers, Widows and Widowers Club; and Gift Wrapping, P.P. wives.
A special “Thank-You” to Jerry (JugHaid) Rogers, Johnny Cosby, and crew for cooking the fresh hamburgers and
hot dogs donated by the IGA Food Store in Cleveland, Georgia. Another special “Thank-You” to Walmart Store # 4616,
260 Donald Thurmond Pkwy, Cleveland, Georgia, Bob Little, Manager, for the toys they gave. Thanks also to Debbie,
from the Brain Tumor Foundation for the decorations and the poinsettas.
If I left someone out in the above list, please accept my apologies. We could not have been successful with this event
if it had not of been for everyone’s efforts and hard work. Again, thank-you.
Put on your calendar, Friday, December 2, 2016 for the next “Toy Wrap Day”, and Saturday, December 3, 2016 for
the Christmas Party. Hope to see you there.
Thanks again, we love ya’ll and God Bless You,
Jerry (Chairman) and Doris Brookshire
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Yaarab Nobles Make Trip to Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville
By Sam Black
Photos by Thom Ledford
On Monday, December 21, 2015, a group of 40 Yaarab Shrine nobles, ladies, and the Yaarab Divan loaded the Yaarab Shrine bus, vans, and cars for the pilgrimage to the Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville. This group included members of the Yaarab Roadrunner Unit, the South Fulton Shrine Club, and the Chattooga Shrine Club. The primary purpose was to deliver donations to the Hospital at the monthly Board of Director’s Meeting. Once everyone had
arrived, the group was escorted into the Board of Director’s meeting by Yaarab’s own Greenville Hospital Representatives, P.P. Chuck Pittman and P.P. Mike Hulsey. P.P. Pittman introduced Illustrious Sir Larry Cline, 2015 Divan members and the above mentioned members of Yaarab nobles to the members of the Board of Directors of Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville.
Greenville Hospital Representative from Yaarab, P.P. Mike Hulsey first presented a check in the amount of $708.00
from the AT&T Finance Department to Chairman of the Board, P.P. George Thompson (Hejaz Shrine) and Vice Chairman of the Board, P.P. Mac Griffin (Alee Shrine). Greenville Hospital Representative Yaarab, P.P. Chuck Pittman introduced the Yaarab groups present, which included; members of the Yaarab Roadrunner Unit, members of South Fulton Shrine Club, and members of Chattooga Shrine Club. He introduced noble Wayne Shellnutt of the Yaarab Shrine
Roadrunners. He recognized the fact that everyone present should know that noble Shellnutt has made over 200 patient trips to the Greenville Hospital.
P.P. Pittman introduced members of the South Fulton Shrine Club for their presentation. Club President Harry
Fuller presented a check to Chairman of the Board P.P. George Thompson in the amount of $ 25,000 in honor of Charlie Brannen. Charlie’s daughter, Tina, was present for the presentation.
P.P. Pittman next recognized and introduced noble Pete Denson, president of the Chattooga Shrine Club. He presented a plaque to Pete, his wife, Sara, and daughter Debbie in honor of their son Dandee. Dandee was born with
Downs Syndrome, but was recognized as a very special person. Not because of his disability, but because of his ability
to make people work harder and give more donations to our hospital. For his dedication, Dandee was awarded a special green fez. Unfortunately, due to Dandee’s health condition, he left us at the age of 41. The auditorium in Summerville, where Chattooga Shrine club holds it’s meetings, is now named after him as The Dandee Denson Shrine Auditorium. The Club recently sold this facility, and the club turned over the profits to the Hospital as their donation. The
Chattooga Shrine Club will continue to hold their meetings in this building and will still be named The Dandee Denson
Shrine Auditorium. P.P. Pittman then introduced the nobles from the Chattooga Shrine Club, and Illustrious Sir Larry
Cline assisted President Pete Denson in presenting a check to Greenville Shriners Hospital for Children Vice Chairman
of the Board, P.P. Mac Griffin, in the amount of $ 125,000. The Shriners Hospitals for Children - Greenville Chief of
Staff, Michael Wattenbarger, told everyone present that this donation would be used to start a Research Project at the
Greenville Hospital.
Upon completion of the donations, the Yaarab group was escorted to the dining room for a special lunch. Upon
completion of lunch, photos were made and then everyone was escorted to the hospital Family Rooms. Yaarab Shrine
was responsible for the renovations of all six Family Rooms. On this day, Family Room # 6 was dedicated in honor of
the members of the Yaarab Roadrunner Unit. Everyone then proceeded to Family Room # 1. Illustrious Sir Larry
Cline and 2015 Divan members dedicated this Family Room #1 in honor of 1996 Past Potentate Stratton “Z” Zelack.
P.P. Zelack was unable to attend, however, he certainly deserved this recognition in his honor. This marked the completion of a very nice day and showed Yaarab’s continued success in “Being Winners for the Kids”.

Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville
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Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville Chief of Staff, Michael Wattenbarger thanks nobles of the Chattooga Shrine
Club for their donation of $125,000. He announced it will be
used to start the new Research Project at the Hospital.

40 nobles and ladies from Yaarab Shrine Center, Atlanta, made the trip to the Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville to present donations to the Hospital Board of Directors.

South Fulton Shrine Club President, Harry Fuller presents a
check in the amount of $25,000 from members of South
Fulton Shrine Club to Chairman of the Hospital Board,
George Thompson, in honor of their fallen member Charlie
Brannen. Charlie’s daughter, Tina, assisting.

Chattooga Shrine Club nobles and ladies pictured:
(front l/r): Pete Denson, Billy Petitt, & William Wilbanks. Rear (l/r): Charlie Carney, Sarah Denson,
Debbie Denson, & Tommy Pledger.

Chattooga Shrine Club President Pete Denson, with Illustrious Sir Larry Cline, presents a check in the amount of
$125,000 to Hospital Board Vice Chairman Mac Griffin.

Yaarab’s Illustrious Sir Larry Cline and Divan members pictured with member of the South Fulton Shrine Club.
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February 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Valentines Day

Presidents Day

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

Annual Shrine
Days SHC—
Greenville

Annual Shrine
Days SHC—
Greenville

7
SuperBowl

First Lady’s Tea/
Daytona Race
Party 1:30PM

28

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754

Valentines Party
6PM

29

March 2016
Sun

6

13

Mon

7

Business Meeting
7PM
Social 5:30PM
Dinner 6PM

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

Good Friday

Children’s Easter
Party 10AM

Daylight Savings
Time

20
Spring Begins

27

28

Easter

First Lady’s Golf
Tournament

29

30

31

April 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Chastain Party
6PM

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

24

25

26
100 Club Luncheon

8

9

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Charity Daylight
Lodge #754

SATURDAY March 26th at 10AM
YAARAB SHRINE ACTIVITIES BUILDING

NorthEast Regional Social 6PM
Dinner 7PM

More Greenville Trip Pictures
Photos by Thom Ledford

Members of Yaarab Shrine Roadrunner Unit has Family
Room #6 dedicated in their honor.

Dedication of Family Room #6 at the Shriners Hospitals
for Children – Greenville in honor of Yaarab Shrine Roadrunner Unit.

Greenville Hospital Representative, P.P. Chuck Pittman recognizes Noble Wayne Shellnutt for personally making over 200
trips to carry patients to the Shriners Hospitals for Children –
Greenville.

Dedication of Family Room #1 at the Shriners Hospitals
for Children – Greenville in honor of 1996 P.P. Stratton
“Z” Zelack.
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Shriners Hospitals for Children Representative P.P. Chuck
Pittman presents a plaque to Chattooga Shrine Club President Pete Denson and his wife, Sarah in honor of their son,
Dandee.

Canada Shriners Hospital opens state-of-the-art research center

Credit to: A A R O N D E R F E L , M O N T R E A L G A Z E T T E
Published on: December 16, 2015
The new Shriners Hospital for Children inaugurated on Wednesday a research centre that is nearly double the size of
its former facilities and that houses the world’s first pediatric bone-sampling laboratory for the study and diagnosis of
rare musculoskeletal diseases.
The labs are gleaming white and equipped with the most advanced equipment. And given the seriousness of the researchers’ task — to find cures for painful, debilitating orthopedic disorders in children — perhaps it’s no surprise that
some of the machines have been assigned whimsical names like “the belly dancer” and even “the bone crusher.”
(The latter, technically, does not really crush bones, but is used to measure the strength of bone samples in genetically
-engineered lab mice. As for the belly dancer, all it does is spin samples around.)
“We’re very excited about opening this research centre,” said René St-Arnaud, one of Canada’s finest scientists, who is
seeking to unlock the secrets behind metabolic bone disease.
The Shriners announced St-Arnaud’s appointment as both the director of the research centre as well the first person to
hold the Francis Glorieux chair of pediatric musculoskeletal research. This is a big deal as Glorieux is considered by many
to be a giant in the field of bone research.
Before Glorieux came on the scene, children who were born with osteogenesis imperfecta — known commonly as brittle-bone disease — spent their lives in wheelchairs. Glorieux and his colleagues at the Montreal Shriners Hospital discovered that a treatment that worked on postmenopausal women suffering from osteoporosis could also be applied to children with brittle-bone disease.
After the treatment was introduced in 1998, the kids could finally leave their wheelchairs and walk.
Glorieux was on hand Wednesday at the new Shriners complex — built beside the superhospital of the McGill University Health Centre — to pass the torch, figuratively, to St-Arnaud.
The new Shriners Hospital opened in August, replacing facilities that had run out of space on Cedar Ave. But it was
almost not to be, as senior Shriners in the United States pushed in 2005 for the relocation of the Montreal hospital to
London, Ont. Ultimately, however, a majority of Shriners voted not only to keep the hospital in Montreal but to construct
a sprawling building at the Glen site in Notre-Dame-de-Grâce.
“During my career there were moments when funding was a challenge, and whether we would continue our work was
unclear,” St-Arnaud said during a tour of the labs. “But through the goodwill of a number of people … we were able to
secure our place at the Glen campus and build this hospital, which is a true state-of-the-art facility both for treatment
and now for our research activities.
“It makes me very proud to lead this facility,” he added.
The centre is attracting scientists from around the world, including Bahareh Hekmatnejad, who hails from Iran and
who holds a PhD in genetics. Eschewing the formal, scientific jargon of her trade, she summed up her new lab this way:
“It’s very amazing. We have such cool machines.”
Like the belly dancer. Or the bone crusher.
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News from Yaarab Units
Director Atkinson has appointed his Staff, and pledged the
Divan to run this rag tag bunch into a finely tuned Unit.
Standing orders: Work detail every Thursday night ‘til orOn behalf of the Arab Guard, we would like to thank Past dered otherwise!
As usual, this year will be fun filled, action packed, and
President Gene Shirley for his hard work and diligent efnever
suffering a dull moment! If not already out, grab
forts during 2015. We also wish to express our appreciayour
bucket
and get to the nearest corner and start
tion to Dennis Davidson for his support and assistance as
“shaking”
the
bucket. Don’t forget to sell your ads, and
our Liaison.
sponsorships.
Also, this year, as part of our Hospital CruThe Arab Guard welcomes our newly elected Recorder,
sade,
we
are
asking
everyone in Yaarab Shrine to start colTom Holt. We are hoping for a banner year in 2016 which
lecting
“Hospital”
dollars.
These can be identified by the
will require lots of support and coaching.
letter
“H”
as
treasury
stamp.
This idea came from a RainThe Arab Guard extends a warm welcome to our newly
bow
Girl
who
was
able
to
raise
$1000 dollars in a couple of
elected Potentate, Illustrious Sir Brent Bivens and First
months.
Let’s
see
what
a
number
our Unit can accomplish.
Lady Pam. The Arab Guard was honored to help escort our
Thanks
for
the
idea
Stephanie.
newly elected Potentate to center stage, after the election,
The Circus Kickoff was great as usual! Director Atkinson
dressed in our colorful regalia.
has
made a hefty pledge this year, but with hard work and
The Arab Guard 2016 slate of Officers is: President,
dedication,
we will meet that pledge plus some! It’s time
Tom Davidson; Vice President, Chris Lockhart; Captain of
for
the
fun
to
begin. Yaarab Directors Staff is going to
the Guard, Perry Fowler; Treasurer, Bob Denham; and Secgleam
in
2016!
retary, Bruce Shanahan. We also have three Honorary
All members of Yaarab, who are “At Large”, we welcome
Members for 2016. They are: Chief Rabban, Danny Hugyou
to attend our regular unit meeting on the first Thursgins; Assistant Rabban, Gary Lewis; and High Priest and
day
of
each month, or any Thursday night work detail. The
Prophet, Dennis Hewatt. We are thankful to each and eveStaff
is
always looking for dedicated hard working nobles.
ry one of these people for their generous and unselfish serLet
us
all remember our sick, military, and first respondvice.
ers
when
on bended knees.
Our Committee Chairmen are already working to make
2016 all that it can be. Our Circus Chairman is Bruce ShaEntertainers
nahan. The Circus Kickoff was well attended by members
By Jerry Braswell
of the Arab Guard, and the excitement was at a fever pitch.
With the Circus Kickoff coming up in two weeks, exciteFrom the Entertainers Unit, we say Happy New Year to
ment is at a fever pitch. Our Hospital Chairman is Walt
all. For some reason it is always hard to get going at the
Swafford. Walt is returning as chairman of the Hospital
first of the year. You have made all these plans and resoluCommittee. His diligent effort is very much appreciated by
tions, as you have years past, now you feel you have to figeveryone. Our Membership Chairman is John Law. John
ure when you will start. With me I just use the same list
worked hard at Yaarab Shrine on the unit and club memfrom the year before, sometimes I remove one or add one.
bership committee to make 2015 an outstanding year for
I’m sure you will figure it out.
membership. Our 2016 Audit Committee members are:
The Entertainers had a decent year in 2015. From the
Bill Hathaway, Al Hilsman, and Jack Johnston. Our Chapdates we worked in 2015 we were able to give $5,500 to the
lain is: Jack Johnston.
Shriners Hospitals for Children. This is what we were paid
We enjoyed a well-attended meeting on Friday, January
for our performances. Our hopes are to be able to do better
8. Our ladies have a reputation as some of the finest cooks
in 2016. Now, we have to get busy collecting and getting
in Georgia. They lived up to their well-earned reputation
ready for the Circus. We are in the beginning stages of putagain. We were pleased to have the Divan join us for a
ting new sets together for the Circus. It is our desire to
short time to enjoy the food and fellowship.
build shows that all of you would want to take a little time
All the Arab Guard members have challenged everyone
to stop and take a listen. If you enjoy the old rock and roll
to earn “Thousandaire” status this year. It is a goal that we
songs of the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s, and some old country song
can achieve. And we will encourage each other to do so!
from that same era, you will want to come by and give a
The Arab Guard meets on the first Friday of every month
listen to one of our sets. You can never tell, you may just
in our Arab Guard Room at Yaarab Shrine Center. We have
like what we do. It does us good to play to an audience.
refreshments at 6:00 p.m. and dinner at 7:00 p.m. Our
When we play and have no audience it’s almost like a cook
ladies are wonderful cooks! We welcome guests and invite
preparing a meal that no one wants to eat. We need your
all nobles to join us and share our food and fellowship.
support as much as you need ours. We are a Team working
toward the same goal.
Directors Staff
We ask that when you are on your bended knees in devoBy Stephen Cain
tion to Almighty God, please remember our brothers James
Childers and John Emmett. We also ask that you say a
AHOY! WE’RE BACK! It is with great honor that this
prayer for our great country and the brave men and women
writer has been requested to pick up pen and paper, and
who stand on the line to protect our freedom. May God
return to the desk of reporting the Directors Staff hijinks
and shenanigans. Thank you, Mr. Director, Jim Atkinson. Bless.

Arab Guard
By Tom Davidson, President

News from Yaarab Units (cont’d)
Motor Corps
By Donald Martin

Parrot Head Steel Drum Unit
By Gary L. Smith

The Motor Corps rang in the New Year (2016) with the
election and installation of new Officers: President, Bob
Ballew; 1st Vice President, Marty Bruce; 2nd Vice President,
Perry Gibbs; Treasurer, Donald Martin; and Secretary, Jeff
“Pud’n” Pattillo. But first we had to say farewell and
“Thank you” to now Past-President Bob Rust. Under Bob’s
leadership, the Motor Corps was able to meet our financial,
activities and growth goals. Great job, Bob! The Motor
Corps was awarded the Forest Adair Memorial Cup for
2016! This is a great achievement and all the members
should be proud of this accomplishment. The Motor Corps
is in high gear and we need all the members help with
keeping this award at its rightful home in the “Mighty” Motor Corps. Nobles David Hicks, Terry Bruckner and Kevin
Weinz also received awards from the Shrine. “Great Job”
guys and keep up the great work! Our first meeting of the
New Year brought the Motor Corps nobles and Motorettes
together. We discussed many of the upcoming events, including the Divan Election Day, Circus Kickoff, Sportsmen’s Raffle, Motor Corps Annual Golf Tournament and
future Shriners Hospitals for Children fundraisers. Information on the Golf Tournament is available at the following
website Charitycelebgolfclassic.org. Please contact a Motor
Corp member for additional information on upcoming
events and fundraisers. The annual Motor Corps Christmas party was in December and was a great event to celebrate the holiday. Noble Alexander Davidson was there
with his camera to take pictures of the nobles and ladies.
In January we attended the Circus Kickoff where the Motor
Corps pledged our goal for the Circus. All nobles are excited and looking forward to selling hot wings, chicken tenders, and corn dogs. The Motor Corps is known for its
quality control with the hot wings and sampling is required
to make sure the wings meet Motor Corps wing standards.
A noble has to do what a noble has to do for the Motor
Corps and the Circus. Leading up to the Circus, we will, of
course, all be out bucketing, selling Circus and Sportsmen’s
Raffle tickets. We are always looking for nobles to join the
“Mighty” Motor Corps and if interested please come to our
regular meetings on the first Thursday of each month. All
nobles are excited for the fundraising events in the upcoming months. We look forward to seeing all nobles and their
ladies at these upcoming events.

What a wonderful way to start off the new year. We
were chartered on December 5th and 2015 Potentate Larry
Cline presented the charter to the Parrot Head on January
2nd before the Yaarab Annual Business Meeting at Yaarab
Shrine Center.
The Officers for the upcoming year are: President, Arch
Wann; First Vice President, Bob Denham; Second Vice
President, Bryan Phillips; Secretary, Gary L. Smith; and
Treasurer, Jim Williams.
Our first meeting as a charter unit was held on Tuesday,
January 5th at the Yaarab Shrine Center, with 10 Parrot
Heads present. A new petition was received and approved
for Ken Bobbitt to become a member. Welcome Ken. Look
for a lot of fun with this bunch of crazy guys.
Our Circus Chairman is Jim Williams and the Membership Chairman is Randy Coker. Let’s give these nobles all
the assistance and support that we can.
Nobles, look to the “Big Red Machine” , for the “Parrot
Heads” are here.

Patrol
By Johnny Adams, PC
Happy New Year everyone. The New Year means new
goals for many of us, especially with the Circus just around
the corner. Mike Perry, also known as Camel Rider, is
ready to saddle up one more time.
Patrol Officers elected for 2016 are: Captain, Walter
Nemeth; 1st Lieutenant, James Drew; 2nd Lieutenant, James
Wood; Secretary, Roger Hall; and Treasurer, Steve Dula.
We’re expecting good things from our Officers this year.
Tony Trencio, PC received Merit Award #408 from 2015
Potentate Larry Cline.
The Patrol Unit has pledged $35,000 for the 2016 Circus
Drive and will see everyone as we work admissions again
this year in the Big Top.
Hughlon O’Neal is still recuperating at home. Hope to
see you out and about soon Hughlon. P.P., PC Albert Head
is missed by all.
Patrol Unit members are looking forward to working
with the newly elected Recorder, Tom Holt during 2016.
If you plan to be on the street collecting, remember to
get your permit from either your City or County Government. If you are in a car and see another noble out collecting, help him reach his goal by giving a dollar or so.
P.P. Larry Cline had a very good year. A BIG thank you
from the Patrol Unit. See you in the Big Top soon Larry.
Maybe Mike will let you ride the camel.

Patrol member Mike
Perry takes
care of his
camel before
riding.
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News from Yaarab Units (cont’d)
Potentate’s Escort
By Larry Smith
Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful
holiday season. Congratulations to Junior Past Captain
Eddie Black on a very successful year at the helm of the
Escort Unit. He would be quick to point out that the success was only possible with the hard work and dedication of
each and every member.
Congratulations are also in order for our newly elected
Captain, Alan Hill. He has already hit the ground running
and making plans for what will, no doubt, be another banner year for the Escort Unit.
January’s events started quickly with the Annual Election of our new Potentate. If you were not there you missed
out on a great time. It’s always a blast riding our Harleys
into the activities building in front of a packed house. A
record crowd was in attendance for the Circus Kickoff on
January 16th. Not wanting to be out pledged by (the unit
that will remain nameless here), Captain Hill stepped up
and pledged a whopping $55,020.16 for this year’s Circus
fund. Now that the easy part is done, it’s time to get out
there and start collecting. Remember that the Sportsmen’s
raffle ticket sales count toward our goal.
The unit is very excited about a new fundraising opportunity that is coming our way. It will be the Kennesaw
Craft Beer Fest on April 2, 2016. This event has great potential to be a huge fundraiser for us, so stay tuned for
more details.
Attention Members At Large: We are currently recruiting
new members, and we know of several used Shrine edition
Ultra Classics for sale at very reasonable prices. We also
have a great relationship with Hellbender Harley Davidson
dealership in Marietta, Georgia who will be glad to work
with you on a new bike or finance a used one. Contact any
current officer or member for more details. We meet the
first Tuesday of each month with dinner and social hour at
6:30 p.m. and meeting at 7:30 p.m.
If the weather guy’s prediction is correct, we will have
only a few warm sunny days this winter that will be suitable
for riding. So, when those days come along, take advantage
and get out and ride.
Until next time, ride
safe!

Provost Guard
By Mike Hulsey, P. P., Major
I need to start this article by thanking some people for a
great job in 2015. Major Shockley did a fantastic job and
we owe him a great debt of gratitude. Congratulations to
Mike Mitchell for becoming “Provost Guard of the Year”.
To all of the 2015 Officers, thanks for a great job.

Congratulations to our new Officers: Major, Mike
Hulsey; Captain, Tommy Sweatman; 1st Lieutenant, Robert
Hampton; Secretary, Charles Bailey; and Treasurer, Bill
Underdown. We have some big shoes to fill but with the
help of our fellow Provost I am sure we can achieve our
goals.
Dues are very important to Yaarab Shrine, as well as, the
Provost Guard. We have already received a list of Provost
who have not paid their Shrine dues, and we are addressing
this with a personal letter to each one. Of course if you
have not paid your Shrine dues, you cannot participate in
the Provost Guard. As far as Provost Guard dues are concerned, the Major and Secretary will be sitting down prior
to the next meeting and purging the roll to ensure all are
current. Any members not current will be sent a letter regarding past due dues. Through this communication, I am
asking that all Officers be at the Shrine Center at 5:00 p.m.,
prior to our next meeting, for an Officers planning session.
It is great to see that we have several new members and I
ask that we continue to seek out candidates for the Provost
Guard. Besides the annual picnic and party I am going to
try and plan another event, dinner etc. for the Guard during the year. If you have ideas about things we can do,
please share them with us. Now let's talk about the Circus
a little bit. The Captain, of course, will be in charge of the
arena and the 1st Lieutenant will be in charge of the other
security for the grounds. Please start your collections, selling ads etc. for the Circus.
There are several other people that we don't say “ thank
you” to enough. Bob Stillman, for the work he does as
Quartermaster, Ed Turner for the great job he does on the
directory each year, Jack Parker for the refreshments, and
Gene Davis as tiler.
I want to especially thank everyone for the courtesy you
showed the people who were speaking at our last meeting.
If we allow each person to express themselves without interruption the meeting will go much faster and we will have
much more time to socialize.
A special Happy Birthday to everyone who had birthdays
in December and January: 12/20 John Benore, 12/11 Russell Bradley, 12/28 Dexter Harrison, 12/7 Frankie Freeman,
12/21 Jimmy Ketcham, 12/3 Nathan Ward, 12/5 Ed Turner,
1/11 John Wieller, 1/17 Bob Stillman, 1/18 Bill Morgan,
1/14 Howard Lindsey and 1/27 Leo Bosarge.
Illustrious Sir Bivens has asked that we use our Liaison
Officer (Oriental Guide Bruce Ridley) if there are things
that need to be discussed with the Potentate or the Divan.
So, as a result of this request I have appointed Past Major
Jerry Shockley as our contact/interface to the Liaison and
Potentate. If you have any questions or concerns, please
filter them through PM Shockley or an Officer. This is very
important and I ask that all conform to this request.
Again, we want this to be a great year, but it can only be
as good as we the members make it. I, as well as, all the
Officers are committed and we look forward to working
with you. "Roll With The Team In 2016".
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News from Yaarab Clubs
Cartersville Shrine Club
By Ricky Hammock
Best wishes and Happy New Year to all the nobles of
Yaarab Shrine and their families, from Cartersville Shrine
Club.
We want to congratulate our new Potentate, Illustrious
Sir Brent Bivens and his Lady Pam, and wish them the best
in 2016. We also want to congratulate our other Divan
members on being elected to their new positions and thank
their ladies for their hard work and support as well. May
the blessings of God be upon all them, and our endeavors in
2016.
We at Cartersville are proud of our club member
and 2015 Potentate Larry Cline and his Lady Jeri. They
have devoted many years to Yaarab Shrine and Cartersville
Shrine Club. We thank them for their many years of devotion and service, as well as, all the advice that has been given. Under Larry's leadership in 2015 and all the nobles of
Yaarab Shrine's hard work, we raised over a million dollars
for our Shriners Hospitals for Children, kept our shrine
center strong financially, and made great leaps to work on
new ideas increasing our membership numbers. We wish
Larry and his lady Jeri all the best in all their endeavors
and adventures moving forward.
Cartersville has had a good year in 2015, and we as a club
are moving forward. Our membership in the club has
grown in 2015 and we had a great year fundraising, thanks
to the hard work of our nobles. We want to welcome our
newest members, Chris Rabren and Rodney Presnell.
We’re proud they chose us as their club and are looking forward to working with them.
Our newly elected Officers of Cartersville Shrine Club
are President, Eric Beavers; 1st Vice President, Ricky Hammock; 2nd Vice President, James Watkins; Secretary, Steve
Warren; and Treasurer, Brad Gaiser. We congratulate our
Officers on their being elected and wish them all the best,
as well as, their ladies. We're hoping for an even better year
in 2016.
I would like to thank every member of Cartersville Shrine
Club for all your hard work. Let’s as a club, keep moving
forward, have fun, and raise money for our Shriners Hospitals for Children, our kids, and our philanthropy. Let’s never forget our Blue Lodge and support our Lodges with attendance, as well as, their fundraising efforts. I would like
to wish our Lodges in Bartow County, as well as, surrounding Counties all the best in 2016. Let’s keep moving forward together.
Last but definitely not least, we at Cartersville would
like to extend a warm and hearty welcome to any new nobles or any nobles At Large. We, as a club, would love to
have you come out and meet with us. We'll treat you so
many different ways that you’re bound to like one of them.
We have dinner at 6:30 p.m., and the meeting starts at 7:30
p.m. on the 4th Monday night of each month. Our address
is 135 Martin Luther King Drive, Cartersville, GA 30120.
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2016 Cartersville Club Officers (above)

CARTERSVILLE SHRINE CLUB NEW
MEMBERS: CHRIS RABREN AND
RODNEY PRESNELL

Cedar Valley Shrine Club
By David Johnson
The new year is off to a great start with our new Potentate, Illustrious Sir Brent Bivens. We wish him a very successful year. Yaarab Shrine’s election went very well, and
we had one of the closest election results I have ever seen
with Tom Holt winning the Recorder’s seat. We wish him a
lot of success on the Divan.
At our first meeting, we set our first project for 2016 as
the boston butt sale. We set the date for March 25th , which
is good Friday. We hope to do very good with this project.
There were several members that went to the Circus
Kickoff, and we are looking for a great year at the Circus.
We hope to be cooking funnel cakes again this year, because we enjoy doing this project.
Our kids we are taking to the Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville, are both doing well, thanks to our great
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Both Jon-Jon and Wyatt
have an appointment in February for a check up.
May God bless our country, our military and our
Shriners. May we have a great year in 2016.

Cherokee Shrine Club
By Don Meyer
2015 has closed out and we are ready for 2016. Our 2015
President Robert Denham had a good year. He represented
the Shrine Club at all mandatory Shrine functions, as well
as, volunteer functions. Our BBQ fundraisers, which were
cooked by VP Earl Darby and his Chef’s committee, were
successful in raising money for Yaraab Shrine and our
Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Cherokee Shrine Club also partnered up with Hickory
Flats Masonic Lodge #205, we raised sufficient funds to
purchase $6,000 worth of toys, which were delivered to
various elementary schools in the local area.

Continued on page 33

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
On December 3rd , Oriental Guide Dennis Hewatt, conducted the election of our 2016 Officers. VP Earl Darby
was elected President; 1st Vice President elected was Robbie
Richards; 2nd Vice President elected was Steve Ison; Secretary elected was Past President Gordon Owens; and Treasurer elected was Past President, Jerry Simms. All Officers
accepted their elected positions and were duly installed by
Dennis Hewatt.
All Officers are eager to go to work in their respected
positions working hard for Yaraab Shrine and our Shriners
Hospitals for Children. That being said, our first meeting
in 2016, was well attended, but YOU were not there. The
newly elected High Priest & Prophet Dennis Hewatt,
brought us up to date on the successful financial status of
Yaraab Shrine and the $1,000,000 donation we made to
Shriners Hospitals for Children.
We have a tough act to follow. Nobles and Cherokee
Shrine Club needs your help. If you are a member and have
not been attending as often as you could, please think
about coming back and be a part of our fun, fellowship and
Shriners Hospitals for Children fundraising.
Thank you and God bless.

As of this writing – tomorrow is the Circus Kickoff. Our
club will have a good showing at this event and plans are
already underway for our activities before and at the Circus. We’ll see you at the Circus!

Fayette Shrine Club
By Tim Murphy

Happy New Year to all! Here we are in January 2016
and Fayette Shrine Club hasn’t slowed down!
During our November club meeting, we held our elections
and Recorder, Dennis Davidson presided over the elections. We elected: President, Butch Peacock; 1st Vice President, Michael London; 2nd Vice President, Tim Murphy;
Treasurer, Tommy Hildebrand; and Secretary, Joe Chadwick. We are looking forward to an exciting and productive
year and feel we have the leadership for a strong year. I
want to thank our 2015 President, Ronnie Duncan for his
exceptional leadership on another successful year for
Fayette Shrine Club.
We welcomed December with the annual “City of
Fayetteville Christmas Parade” which we partner with the
‘Main Street Fayette’ each year. This parade grows every
Cumming Shrine Club
year and gives us a great opportunity to get out in front of
By Ralph O. Dennis
the community and spread the good news about Shriners
Hospitals for Children.
The members of our club kept running during “the off
Our Christmas Party was held immediately following the
month”. Late November brought our annual elections.
“Fayetteville Christmas Parade”, and our ladies (Fayette
With Assistant Rabban (at that time) Danny Higgins conShrinettes) presented a check to the Divan for $5,000 in
ducting the elections, our nobles elected: President, Jona- support of the Hospital Campaign. In addition, they prethan Gajdik; First Vice-President, Robert “Mac” Jones; Sec- sented an additional $2000 in loving memory of Dean
ond Vice-President, Dennis Brown; Treasurer, Markus
Turner’s grandson, Dylan McCabe. Thanks so much for the
Sanders; and Secretary, yours truly. We were honored to
Fayette Shrinettes for their support and hard work all year.
have him and our two club members, Dennis Hewatt and
It’s tradition at our Christmas Party each year to award
Dennis Davidson, who are serving on the Divan, there with the coveted “Shriner of the Year” award. The 2015 Fayette
us. This was a great evening.
Shrine Club Shriner of the Year is Lindsay Howard pictured
Our annual Christmas party and awards was held at
on next page with wife Lisa. What a team Lindsay and Lisa
Tam’s Backstage. Over 50 nobles and ladies were in atmake. Lisa was also our 2015 Fayette Shrinettes president.
tendance. One of our special guests for the evening was, Ill. Lindsay completed four years on our line and you would
Sir Richard Burke (and Lady Judy). Ill. Sir Burke adthink that he would be ready for a break. However, Linddressed the group and congratulated the club on our sucsay continued with support of the club by providing lawn
cessful year. Dennis Brown was named Noble of the Year. maintenance, collecting wood for two ham cooks, worked
Noble Brown worked extremely hard to make our Bass
every day at the last two Circuses, cooked for many differTournament for the Hospitals a very profitable one! Conent occasions, drove parade vehicles and is a member of the
gratulations to Noble Brown. Also recognized, was Don
Provost Guard. Congratulations Lindsay!
Bedell for his collections for the Circus and the Shriners
January has already started off with a bang as we assemHospitals for Children- over $20,000 combined. That’s a
bled for the elections at Yaarab Shrine. Congratulations to
lot of walking in the street! Bobby Tidwell was recognized Brent Bivens and his Lady Pam as you begin what I’m sure
for his sales of sponsorships for the Circus.
will be an exciting year as our new Potentate of Yaarab
January saw 17 of our members attend the Annual Busi- Shrine. We would like recognize FSC Noble, Paul Paulicelli
ness Meeting and Elections at Yaarab Shrine. Our two Di(pictured on next page with Potentate Larry Cline) for his
van members advanced in the line. It was sad to turn over work with the 2015 Shriners Hospitals for Children Drive.
the Forest Adair Trophy to the Motor Corps, but they
Paul was this year’s #1 Hospital fundraiser. Paul raised
earned it and we congratulate them. It was a good session over $25,000.00 for the Shriners Hospitals for Children.
and we believe that our new Divan will serve us well. On
Way to go Paul!
picture day, we had 5 of our nobles come out. Four of the
Let’s continue to keep our service men and women servfive Platinum Aides were there. We are proud of the fact
ing in harm’s way, as well as, their families in our prayers.
that 5 out of the 33 Platinum Aides are members of the
Wishing all of Yaarab Shrine and their families a prosperclub.
ous New Year!

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)

Lindsay Howard,
Fayette Club Shriner
of the year. Pictured
with wife Lisa.

P.P. Larry Cline presents
plaque to Fayette Club’s
Paul Paulicelli

Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club
By William Carver
Scheugenpflug USA Inc., a leading supplier of specialty
resin metering and dispensing systems, has introduced a
new twist in it’s annual holiday gift to its customers.
“Each year around the holidays we send a token of appreciation and friendship to our customers,” said Christian
Geier, general manager of Scheugenpflug USA. “This year,
we wanted to do something to honor and recognize our customers the benefit from which would be felt well beyond
the holidays.”
After much thought and research, the decision was made
to forgo individual gifts and, instead, to donate the funds
usually spent on gifts to the Shriners Hospitals for Children. “I can think of no better way to capture the spirit of
the Christmas season than to make the lives of children better,” Geier said. “We know the quality of companies and
people who make up our customer base and we know that
they would heartily support this action.”
The Shriners Hospitals for Children is a 22-facility
healthcare network for children that started in 1922. There
are 19 orthopedic hospitals and three burn institutes that
treat children with orthopedic conditions, spinal cord injuries, cleft lip and palate and severe burns. Patients at the
hospitals, who range in age from only a few months old up
to the age of 18, are treated without regard to the family’s
ability to pay. Nearly one million children from around the
world have been treated at Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Scheugenpflug made the contribution to the hospitals
through the Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club, in Marietta.
“To earn the trust and support of a company of the international stature of Scheugenpflug is both exciting and humbling,” said Herman Johnson, president of the shrine club.
“Scheugenpflug USA is setting a standard that we hope will
be emulated by others who want to show their respect and
appreciation for their customers and, at the same time,
make a meaningful, long-term impact that literally changes
lives.”
The $1,500 check was presented in a brief ceremony held
in the Scheugenpflug USA offices, in Kennesaw attended by
executives of Scheugenpflug USA as well as Officers of the
Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club.
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Scheugenpflug, Inc. Puts New
Twist On Customers’ Holiday Gift
Representatives of the Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club visited
the offices of Scheugenpflug, Inc. recently to receive a check for
the Shriners Hospitals for Children. On hand to receive the gift to
the Shriners Hospitals for Children were Officers of the Kennesaw Mountain Shrine Club in Marietta. Shown in the photo are
(l/r): William Carver, club secretary; Christian Geier,
Scheugenpflug general manager; Herman Johnson, club president; and Michael Luke, club treasurer.

Lanier Shrine Club
By Gary Lawrence
Congratulations to the new Divan, especially to our new
Potentate, Illustrious Sir Brent Bivens! All of our members
had a great time at the recent 2016 Circus Kickoff to begin
selling Circus directory advertising, Sportmen’s Raffle tickets, and bucketing to get Yaarab Shrine and our Club off to
a year dedicated to exceeding last year’s results.
In November, the Club donated $5,000 to the Shriners
Hospitals for Children and members continued to bucket to
reach our pledge goal. In addition, donations of $500 each
were made to the Good Samaritan Food Pantry and Good
News at Noon. Nobles Steve Canada and Ed Clark sold over
one-third of the raffle dinner tickets in that fundraising effort, and an annual “Top Gun” award was instituted to encourage Club members to reward the top ticket seller each
year. In addition, the Shrinettes donated $1,000 to the
Shriners Hospitals for Children.
The fourth quarter was busy for our Club with the election of Officers in late November during a visit by Gary
Lewis, Yaarab’s 2015 High Priest and Prophet. The Club
officers for 2016 are: President, Jimmy Harris; First Vice
President, John Sisk; Second Vice President, Gary Lawrence; Treasurer, Keith Chandler; and Secretary, Phil Wofford. President Harris appointed Larry Miller to chair the
Membership Committee, Keith Chandler to chair the Circus
Committee, and Jeff Shubert to chair the Hospital Committee.

Continued on page 35

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
On Friday, December 4th, the Club held its annual Christmas party. Outgoing President Lothridge gave out awards
to our Executive Aides, Personal Aides, and Thousandaires.
The Club presented him with a plaque recognizing his three
years of outstanding service as President in 2012, 2014, and
2015. On Saturday, December 15th, the Club members supported the Phoenix Women’s Club as they held their annual
“Christmas with Santa” pancake breakfast for over 400 participants at the Gainesville Civic Center.
In early January, Club members took $6,000 worth of
toys and books donated by the Gainesville Books-A-Million
to the Shriners Hospitals for Children - Greenville. The
Gainesville store is one of nine stores that selected the Hospital for their annual donation.
Club participation in Parades was strong in 2015 and we
had a good turnout each month for our business meetings.
We appreciate everyone from the Yaarab Units and Clubs
that participated in the October Gainesville Shriners parade.
Lanier Shrine Club meets every fourth Tuesday at the
Gainesville Masonic Lodge at Lakeshore Drive and Hwy 53
at 7:30 p.m., with dinner served at 6:30 p.m. Give us a visit!

chauffeured by David Smith. We always enjoy going with
these people because they have so much fun and are fun to
be with.
Early in year, Carl Knox asked for help building a handicap ramp for Mr. Noah Burnett of Newnan. It took a while
to get everything in place until Brother Curtis Grice, of
McIntosh Lodge, became aware of Mr. Burnett's need. Curtis told Terrina McCormick at his church, Macedonia Baptist Church, who in turn said that she had funds for the project in the youth missionary fund and that the youth missionaries in the church would build the ramp. The young
men who did the job are Michael Nix, Kyle Wise, Aaron
Sweatman, and Joseph Green, along with Scott Cortner.
On December 7, Brother Grice, along with Brother Josh
Jordan, of Coweta Lodge, were made nobles of Yaarab
Shrine.
At Thanksgiving, Jim Mattingly, Joe Garrett, Doug
Scoula, and Jim Jones, members of Bigham Lodge, presented a holiday meal to a family. The lady of the house uses a
wheelchair to get around her kitchen, but maneuvering is
difficult because the floor is uneven. This was reported to
Macedonia Church through Grice and the floor will be repaired and new cabinets and counters installed after the
first of the year.
Recently, Scott Horne, a new Shriner, joined Harry
Fuller on a trip to Greenville to take a young man named
Raymond McQueen. This was Scott's first trip as a Roadrunner. He was so impressed by Raymond and his family
that he invited them to come to our Poker Run on November 22. Raymond was joined by Marvin Bohannon, a local
resident who was in our Cincinnati Hospital as a child. We
appreciate their participation because it really helped in
making the day a success.
The Poker Run was a joint effort by a local club which is
part of the Iron Order and Newnan Shrine Club. The event
Lanier Club Gary Lawrence, Gene Kiser, and Larry Miller deliver
was very well attended and there were 36 registered riders,
$6,000 of books and toys donated by the Gainesville Books-Aa good number for a cold day and a first time for Newnan
Million to Hospital Tour Guide Amos Irwin at the Shriners Hospitals for Children - Greenville .
Shrine Club. A large number of businesses, people in the
community, and members of our fraternity donated prizes
Newnan Shrine Club
and their time. The event raised $1,935 for Shriners HospiBy Jimmy Jones
tals for Children.
On December 9, a group from our club attended the anNewnan Shrine Club is Dead! At least that's what some- nual Christmas party for the clients at the Rutledge Center.
body said they saw on social media.
There were lots of people there, the food was delicious, and
Well, let's take a minute for a pulse check.
some of the clients sang Christmas carols for us. We had a
Four new members joined the club, three of them were
great time.
new Shriners and all of them from Sylvan Lodge No. 429 in
President Jeff Coggin and Newnan Shrine Club had a
Sargent. They are Nobles Mark Warren, Scott Warren,
very good year in 2015. Thank you very much, Jeff.
Rodger Bowen, and Buddy Ward. Since they are all very
Well, that's about it for now. We're not dead. We were
active in their lodge, we changed our meeting night to third just down for a while, but we are back now.
Thursdays so that they could attend both lodge and shrine
club.
Kathi and Jim Jones attended the Annual Shriners Day
at Shriners Hospitals for Children - Greenville on March
14. The visit was unforgettable. The staff, patients,
Shriners, and everyone made the visit a great experience.
In May, Newnan Shrine Club hosted clients from the
Rutledge Center at the Yaarab Shrine Circus. In addition,
members of the Grantville Senior Center joined us and were
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News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
Northeast Dekalb Club
By Sam Black
Happy New Year – 2016 – wishes extended to everyone. The newly elected officers of the Northeast Dekalb
Club for 2016 are as follows: President, Gordon Fox; First
Vice President, Sam Draisen; Treasurer, Tom Hunt; and
Secretary, Sam Black. We need the support of each member of the Northeast Dekalb Club to help make 2016 another successful year. Congratulations are extended to 2016
Merit Award Recipients at the Annual Election and Business Meeting: Tom Beam, Bill Messer, Robert Rhodes, Tony Trencio, and Lonnie Mahan. Congratulations also go to
Northeast Dekalb Club member Sam Black for being the
recipient of the Potentate’s Gold Merit Award for 2016.
Happy February birthday greetings are extended to Sam
Black (4) and Sam Draisen (8).
Congratulations to newly elected Potentate Brent Bivens,
as well as, all other Divan members elected to the next
higher office for 2016. Let’s all get behind and support our
Divan, so we can continue to have successful years for
Yaarab Shrine.
The major focus for Yaarab Shrine, at this time, is the
2016 Yaarab Circus and Carnival, again to be held at Jim R.
Miller Park, May 20 – May 30, 2016. The 2016 Yaarab Circus kickoff was held Saturday, January 16. The Northeast
Dekalb Club pledged $ 3,500, and with all member’s help,
we will meet and beat this goal. It would be appreciated if
all Northeast Dekalb Club members would send in their
Mama-Daddy monies. This will not only give you Crown of
Honor points, but will help the club reach 100% participation in this program. Northeast Dekalb Club members,
please make sure you mark your calendars for the Circus.
We will work hard, but will enjoy some good fellowship.
The members of the Northeast Dekalb Club would like to
extend a special invitation to all “At-Large” members in
Yaarab Shrine, or other Yaarab members seeking a new
club, to come visit us. We meet the 1st Tuesday of each
month on the lower level of the Gene Bracewell Activities
Building. We have dinner in the club room at 6:30 p.m.
and the meetings start at 7:30 p.m. We extend an invitation to all qualified nobles to come and enjoy some good,
peaceful fellowship. Hope to see you in the near future.
Let’s remember our service men and women who are in
harm’s way to protect our freedom. We pray they will stay
safe and return home soon.

Rome Shrine Club
By Tony Warren
President, Sammy Shiflett sends to you a sincere appreciation for you electing him as your president for the year
2016. He is determined to get the Rome shrine club into
full swing this year and become the number one club of
Yaarab. He promises that he will work hard for Rome
Shrine Club and that your confidence in him will not be
diminished.
Congratulations are extended to the members of the
Rome Shrine Club who participated in the bicycle repair

program. The members involved were able to repair 50
bicycles to be given to needy children for Christmas. These
members included: Barry Jones, Wayne Huffman, Mack
Godfrey, Gary Sitten, Anthony Godfrey, Jerry Collins, and
others who assisted in the preparation and give away of the
bicycles who are too many to mention here. It was a team
effort and the whole club needs to be congratulated.

Pictured above are: (L – R) Mason Minter; Mason Hardegree; Zack Minter; Hunter Dover. These young men graciously agreed to test all the bicycles that the crew managed
to put together. These guys tested over 40 bicycles in a single day riding them up and down the street and coming
back to report any problems they found such as loose seats,
loose handlebars, tire pressure, mountain bikes not shifting, bad chains and gears and a host of other problems
which were fixed on the spot with their help. These young
men were part of the crew and were of tremendous help to
the group and a blessing to the children involved. Because
of their efforts we were assured that the bikes we gave away
were in good working order.
For those who may have missed the December election
meeting, the following Officers have been elected for the
year 2016: President: Sammy Shiflett; First Vice President,
Wayne Huffman; Second Vice President, Cole Burk; Treasurer, Barry Jones; Secretary, Larry Fricks; Hospital Chairman, Jerry Collins; Membership Chair, Steve Wright; Circus Chairman, Robert Cash; and the Executive Committee
consists of Charlie Carney and Tony Warren.
Hospital Chairman Jerry Collins informs me that we had
one trip to Greenville this month and one trip to Cincinnati
coming up. The drivers to Greenville were Barry Jones and
Tony Warren.
Noble Jerry asked me to relate to you the Roadrunners for
2015 and list the trips made by each.
NAME
Charlie Miller
Homer Cowart
Barry Jones
Frankie Langley
Sammy Shuflett
Cole Burk
Wayne Huffman
Larry Fricks
Tony Warren
Jimmy Kerce
Paul Brownlow
Gary Jones
Mack Godfrey

TRIPS TO GREENVILLE TRIPS TO CINCINNATI TOTAL
2
2
1
4
5
4
4
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
3
4
2
2
4
2
6
3
3
1
1
1
1
2
2

Continued on page 37

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d)
These men are to be congratulated and appreciated for
the work they have done. We have logged over 23,000
miles and over 400 hours of driving time and who knows
the total time counting stops, layovers, waiting time, and
motel time. These men put the child above their work and
families to be a blessing to our children. We did this without incident. We delivered all the children and their families safe and sound, and by sound, I mean well fed and well
cared for.
Sunshine Committee, Bobby and Peggy Sims report that
the following people are in need of our prayers: Gary Miller
had a knee replacement and is recovering well; Alan Voyles’
mother was in the hospital; and Rick Collins’ mother-inlaw was in the hospital and had two stents implanted.
Please remember these and any other family members that
have not been reported to Bobby, Peggy, or myself.
This year of 2016 will be just as great as you make it.
Let’s work as a team and make it fun to bring love to the
rescue.
Be ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of
love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you.

another fun-filled spring as we work toward Sweetwater
Shrine Club’s pledge. Nobles, we need everyone to participate in order to make this another successful year. There’s
a lot of work to be done, but you will find the more involved
you get – the more fun you can have. Volunteering to work
events, selling raffle tickets, bucketing or even assisting
another noble is what being a member of a fraternity is
about.
Last year was a successful year with membership. Yaarab Shrine made some changes in an effort to strengthen our
numbers and give us new nobles to work with. They’ve
done their job, it’s now upon us to do ours. We need to
reach out to these new nobles and bring them to our meetings. If they can’t make it to our meetings, invite them to
an event we’re holding. Let them see firsthand why Sweetwater Shrine Club is the best club out there. These new
nobles joined Yaarab Shrine to be a part of something their
missing in their lives, and we should be the ones to fill that
void.
Thank you Sweetwater Shrine Club nobles, and continue
keeping up the great work.

Sweetwater Shrine Club
By Tom Foster

Tri-County Shrine Club
By Lonnie Mahan

Out with the 2015 and in with the new 2016 - let’s get
rolling. I hope everyone had great holidays.
Let’s welcome in our new Potentate Brent Bivens and Lady
Pam. Also, congratulations go to our newly elected Recorder Tom Holt and lady Jennifer, and the Divan and their
ladies that moved up. I hope 2016 is a fantastic year.
Our club would like to welcome our newest members:
Jim Rust, Bill Garrison, and Carl Still. Now our newly
elected Officers for 2016 are: President, Gary Ledbetter; 1st
Vice President, Trey Morgan; 2nd Vice President, Randall
Wardlaw; Secretary, Ralph Scharle; and Treasurer, Ernie
Stovall. We are hoping to have a great year in 2016 with
this slate of Officers.
I hope everyone is getting well from the flu bug or whatever
is going around. Please keep all of our sick and disSweetwater Officers for 2016! (L to R): Treasurer, Jerry
tressed
members in your thoughts and prayers, along with
Rogers; President, Scott Turner; 1st Vice President, Mike
our
military
and their families.
Scheib; 2nd Vice President, Tim Adair; and Secretary, RogGod
Bless
America!
er Faulkner. Also pictured is Assistant Rabban Danny
Huggins.
Like in years past, Sweetwater Shrine Club has a strong
group of Officers working for our members. I think it’s
worthy to introduce our newest face, Noble Tim Adair as he
starts his way up the line by fulfilling the duties as 2nd Vice
President. Noble Adair is extremely active in both the
Shrine and the Blue Lodge. He was fezed as a Shriner at
Beni Kedem Temple out of Charleston, West Virginia. In
2014, Noble Adair (with the support of his wife, Margie)
became a member of Sweetwater Shrine Club. After a series of rigorous tryouts, Tim joined the Yaarab Entertainers
in late 2015. Tim also has a strong Blue Lodge resume and
is one of the Ambassadors supporting the Georgia Masonic
Children’s Home.
The year has already started strong with the 74th Annual
Yaarab Shrine Circus Kickoff. We are looking forward to
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries
Cedar Valley Shrinettes
By Glenda Johnson
We are starting a new year of sharing and caring events
for our club, as we have our hearts set on helping children.
We wish Yaarab Shrine the best year ever, and to the
Elective Divan the best in 2016. We wish Potentate Brent
Bivens and his officers the best of luck. We as a club, will
pledge to help this year and our ladies will be there for First
Lady Pam.
To 2015 Past Potentate Larry Cline and his lady Jeri, we
appreciate all you did for our club and support. We love
you both.
At our January meeting, we will plan events for the new
year. We hope to have a record breaking year. We need all
our member’s support, and hope to have our folks who are
under the weather back to support us.
We will be there for Cedar Valley Shrine Club for support and any event that they have.
Thanks to Tommy Oliver and Laura for all they do for
children, spend time traveling with children and supporting them in such a caring way.
The Yaarab Shrine Circus Kickoff was great; the food
and the fellowship.
Let me give you a little history about Cedar Valley
Shrinette ladies. We started our club in 1985. We had our
30th birthday, and my how time flies. Our first President
was Terry Singleton. We have had 16 Presidents, and only
4 charters members left. We hope to have many more good
years. We have had many memorable times traveling
around and being with other clubs and Yaarab Shrine.
Thanks to Sam Black’s support with our articles in the
Basharat. This helps keep all our clubs to stay connected
with each other and Yaarab’s news. Great job, Sam.
I am thankful for Jesus, family and friends. God Bless
the whole world. Hope for good health, and no hunger for
everyone all over the world. May God continue to Bless the
USA.

Joe and Pat Neeley dressed for the Conyer’s Club Christmas party.

Dalton Fezettes
By Hattie Bagby Morse
This is a picture of Aubrey Stanley,
age 5 years. She has been saving her
money to give to the children in the
Shriners Hospitals for Children. She
saved $ 27.00. This is money she got
for birthdays and other gifts. She has
heard us talk of the Shriners Hospitals for Children, and she said she
would like to help.
Aubrey’s father is the only parent,
and he is raising her with Nana, his
mother. Aubrey is the great granddaughter of Hattie Morse, the late Noble Bob Bagby, and
the late Noble Aubrey Morse. She loves the Shriners and
their parades and wants to help out the Dalton Fezettes.
We know from experience what the Shriners do for children. They helped my son many years ago.
Bless all of you.

Gwinn-ettes
By Margaret Mayne

Conyettes
By Anita Payseur

Happy 2016! I hope everyone has started their year
with enthusiasm for what is yet to come. We have so much
for which to be thankful.
As we begin our new year we welcome in our new officThe Gwinn-etts ended 2015 with good fellowship. We
ers: President, Melissa DuVall; Treasurer, Virginia McKen- had an excellent turn-out for the Christmas dinner held at
zie; and Secretary, Anita Payseur.
The Sugar Hill Diner. The room was full of beautiful womWe finished out 2015 with selling Christmas trees and
en, gorgeously wrapped packages, delicious food and expork skins. Thanks everyone who helped in that endeavcitement for the season. There was quite a bit of active
or. The sale was a success for our club.
“stealing” when it was time to open the gifts. But, I think
Several of our members joined together to bring in the
everyone was pleased to take home their treasure.
New Year. We are looking forward to a prosperous and fun
On December 19th , we were elegantly wined and dined
year in 2016.
by our nobles at their Christmas party. We were honored
As we begin the new year, the women will once again
to have the entire Divan as our guests of honor. We danced
help the men sell T-Shirts at the Circus Kickoff. We will
and sang along with Highway 211, had an excellent meal,
also support them at Circus time as they again will be sell- hugged a lot and ended the evening with “someone’s” car
ing shirts.
being rolled (as in rolls and rolls of tissue).
The club has also committed to a booth at the Cherry
Blossom Festival to sell Pork Skins. This will be in the
spring with more details to follow.
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
The December meeting was quite eventful. We had
much business to attend to for the end of the year which
included election of Officers for 2016. They are as follows:
President, Lady Margaret Mayne; Vice President, Lady Kay
Jackson; Secretary, Lady Dawn Chisholm; and Treasurer,
Lady Michelle Forrester. As the newly elected presidents,
my husband, Noble Randy Mayne, and I are truly honored
to lead this wonderful group into what we hope will be a
very productive year.
The First Lady’s Luncheon was lovely and well attended
by our ladies. Now, we look forward to the Circus Kickoff,
birthday dinners and all sorts of fun activities.
We have had sadness with the passing of dear friends,
joy with births of wonderful babies, and healing with the
help of prayer for our dear ones who were experiencing
health problems.
This is going to be a very eventful year. My hope is that
we are all healthy, happy and hopeful. Not only do we need
to support Yaarab, we need to support our country with
strong conviction, dedication to the standards we have always respected, and pride in the men and women who
make our freedom of choice possible.

LOHettes
By Freida Hammond

continued support from everyone. We are continuing our
meeting night dinner plates to be served before the meetings. The plates are very reasonably priced at $5.00 per
plate. Our Motor Corps nobles seems to greatly enjoy and
appreciate our efforts. Anyone who is at the Yaarab Shrine
Center that night, is invited to partake of our goodies.
Get well wishes go out to Betty Hearndon on the recovery of her hip replacement, and to Glen Thompson on his
knee replacement. Please keep all the folks who are going
through a difficult time in your prayers.
The Motorettes Valentine Sweetheart Banquet is scheduled for February 6 at The Colonnade. Get out your red
dress, girls!
It’s hard to believe that it is Circus season again! We are
all looking forward to helping out at the Circus to make it a
huge success. Please come to the Circus and tell all your
friends and neighbors to come, as well. Also, we are always
welcoming any new Motorette members and look forward
to growing in 2016.
February birthdays are as follows: Billy Wages (4), David Meadows (11), Carolyn Pattillo (12), Gail Carone (16),
Boots Peeden (25), George Messinger (27), Brenda Wilson
(28).
March Birthdays are as follows: Harlyn Lund (10), Bertha Pilgrim (14), Jeff Pattillo (21), Mary Alice Smith (25),
and Lois Springer (30).

Another year has passed us by in such a short
Rome Shrine Ladies
time. Thanks to all for your dedication and work.
By Peggy Sims
Remember even if we do not have club Officers, we are
here to support our men who are Shriners and work with a
Congratulations to our 2016 Officers: President, Diana
commitment to Yaarab to help all the Divan in their effort
Collins;
Vice-President, Peggy Sims; Secretary, Rhonda
to support the Shriners Hospitals for Children and children
Bailiff; and Treasurer, Margaret Stewart.
who need help.
We look forward to supporting these Officers and raising
money for the Shriners Hospitals for Children, as well as,
The clock of life is wound but once - And no man has the power
To tell just when the hands will stop - At late or early hour.
supporting our nobles in their endeavors to raise money to
Now is the only time you own; Live, Love - Toil with a will
help burned and disabled children.
Place no faith in tomorrow - The clock may then be still.
Our next meeting will be March 3, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.at
the clubhouse. We invite all wives and widows of members
Motorettes
of Rome Shrine Club to come and join us.
By Wanda Taylor
We are thankful our members that have been having
medical problems are doing much better now.
Our sympathy goes to Noble Donnie Penney in the recent loss of his brother.

The Motorettes Christmas party was held December 12
at Cross Creek, at which time, we had a brief meeting and
then Secret Santa took over. We all came home with wonderful gifts. During that meeting we elected our new Officers for 2016, they are as follows: President, Wanda Dean;
Vice-President,Suzanne Bruce; Treasurer, Jeane Lund; and
Secretary, Becky Gibbs. We fully support our Officers and
look forward to working hard to be very successful this year
in all our endeavors.
This year, we raised enough funds to be able to donate
$1,100 to present to the Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Good work girls! We’re proud of our club for all the hard
work and hope to come up with new fundraising ideas and

Rome Shrine Ladies
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News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d)
Sweetwater Swirls
By Debi Harris
We held our election for 2016 Officers at our December
meeting. Our new Officers for 2016 are: President, Pam
Schieb; Vice President, Michelle Eads, Treasurer, Elia
Dings; Recording Secretary, Debi Harris; and Corresponding Secretary, Linda Mitchell. Past Potentate J.D. Mitchell
was on hand to swear us in. We are all looking forward to a
great new year!
Sweetwater Shrine Club had their usual New Year’s festivities – a New Year’s Eve party and then our traditional
New Year’s Day feast at the club.
We had our first meeting of the year at Logan’s Roadhouse in Douglasville. We are already discussing fund raisers and at the time of this writing, it looks like we’ll be raffling one of the large Big Green Eggs!
I would like to remind all the wives of the Sweetwater
nobles that we meet the first Thursday of every month, usually at a local restaurant or at the clubhouse. Please feel
free to contact Pam Scheib or myself to find out where we
are meeting, if you would like to attend. We’d love to see
you there!

Tri-ettes
By Brenda Mahan
I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year! I can’t
believe that 2015 has come and gone and we are starting a
new year.
We had our lady’s Christmas Luncheon at Reunion Golf
Course, and had a great time playing the white elephant
game. Everyone went home happy with their gift. Our
Christmas Party was also at Reunion Golf Course and it was
a fun time. We appreciated the Potentate and his lady and
the Divan Members and their ladies for coming out to
spend time with us.
We did the drawing on the raffle for the afghan and
guess who won it, another man. It was Kelly Edwards. We
appreciated all of the support from everyone.
We always find a family to help for Christmas. This year,
the Jackson County Sheriff’s office had a program to help
families, so we made a donation to them.
Our newly elected Officers are: President, Christi
Ledbetter; Vice President, Sue Young; Secretary, Heather
Miller; and Treasurer, Jeannie Lund. We would like to
thank our outgoing Officers for 2015.
Clare Godfrey is in the Oakes at Athens Rehabilitation.
She has had two surgeries on her left leg. Please keep Clare
in your prayers.

Kelly Evens: Afghan
winner.

Tu-Sh-La
By Freida Hammond
Remember even if we do not have club officers, we are
here to support our men, who are Shriners. They work
with a commitment to support our Divan of Yaarab with
their efforts to support all the Shriners Hospitals for Children, and so many children in need. God Bless you all in all
ways for your hard work and efforts to support these needs.
How do we enjoy God's grace in the midst of tough
times? First we have to make a habit of drinking deeply of
the grace God promises, every moment. We have to uncover our soul and let grace soak us to our roots.
Second, we have to keep our sense of humor, I find it
helpful to have a few things up my sleeve for those tougher
-than-usual days when the melons are landing on my head.
I have several funny videos that just knock me over. Getting out into the fresh air and take in the view, watch animals and sometimes sit and read poems.
God is all around us, longing to talk to us, to love us, to
lift us up. Make up your own survival kit. Find things that
you know can lift you above the hubbub in your house and
in your head.

2016 Tri-ette
officers.

Hey! Charlene and Kym

2016 Circus Kickoff Photos
Photos by Thom Ledford

CIRCUS, CIRCUS, CIRCUS!!!

I need a lot of old or new Christmas
cards for a project I’m working on
for Yaarab Hospital Crusade.
Please call Boots Peden

(404) 636-8413

Continental
Diamonds, Inc.







Fine Diamonds
Diamond Gold Jewelry
Gem Stones
Jewelry Repair & Appraisal
Custom Design
Jewelry Replacement
Suite N113
1117 Perimeter Center West
Atlanta, Georgia 30338

Harry Warneke, President
Office 770-804-1277
Fax 770-804-1273 harry_cdi@bellsouth.net
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PATRONIZE YAARAB TEMPLE JEWELRY CONCESSION
Main Lobby Shrine Mosque 400 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 404-872-5819 ext. 230
Open Mon., Fri., 10 a.m.—1 p.m.
Gifts for Birthday Luncheons, Ceremonials or
Special Occasions. Phone for Appointment:
Robert Rhodes, Chairman 404-872-5819 678-234-5829

Past Potentate Larry Cline & First Lady shirts
$10 each
Limited supply left

Finest Quality Merchandise at the Best Prices
Jeweled Fezzes (inside of fezzes redesigned—come to
office for fitting), Lapel Pins, Decals, Tags,
Shrine, Blue Lodge and Eastern Star Jewelry for
both men and women plus many other items.
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
Recently Known Deaths
37706

Daniel Ernest Bailey
29993
Morganton, Georgia
September 9, 1935 – November 6, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 12, 1990

Walter Carlos Millsap
Cartersville, Georgia
July 22, 1935 – May 11, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 24, 1978

24891

Andrew Carr Banister
Hartwell, Georgia
August 6, 1922 – January 19, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 16, 1971

27483

Wayne Alpalpin Plunk
Powder Springs, Georgia
June 9, 1937 – September 2, 2015
Created at Yaarab on March 15, 1974

12368

Victor Benatar
Atlanta, Georgia
January 25, 1925 – July 1, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 30, 1948

19069

Dean D. Pruitt
Cumming, Georgia
December 16, 1937 – March 15, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Nov. 23, 1962

21980

Fred Marvin Cowart
Covington, Georgia
December 16, 1930 – July 31, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 13, 1967

11599

Jack William Shemaria
Atlanta, Georgia
August 21, 1921 – July 25, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 11, 1946

32487

Eugene Belton Elrod
Senoia, Georgia
January 10, 1956 – October 31, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 8, 1984

34090

Donald H. Stapp
Atlanta, Georgia
September 28, 1936 – Nov. 1, 2015
Affliation at Yaarab – June 15, 1988

20215

Kennie James Evans
Canton, Georgia
February 14, 1935 – August 16, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 9, 1964

24495

Francis Raymond Street
Grayson, Georgia
November 8, 1935 – October 29, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 9, 1970

30270

Frankie McHan
Athens, Georgia
April 5, 1932 – November 10, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 4, 1978

29527

Kenneth Lee Whigham
Cedar Bluff, Alabama
July 10, 1949 – November 23, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 15, 1977

24583

Joe Wilson McMahan
Marietta, Georgia
Dec. 21, 1918 – Nov. 4, 2015
Created at Yaarab on May 22, 1957

15566

John Clarence Whisenant
Smyrna, Georgia
January 27, 1920 – November 2, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 16, 1953
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
Recently Known Deaths
20374

W. Harold Whitlock
Acworth, Georgia
June 28, 1943 – February 13, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 9, 1965

36785

Herbert Clinton Dyer
Blairsville, Georgia
June 30, 1940 – August 8, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 10, 1995

24124

Howard Levi Wood
26733
McDonough, Georgia
August 16, 1935 – November 18, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 17, 1970

Charles Emory Harman
Atlanta, Georgia
July 12, 1938 – December 11, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 30, 1973

24885

Walter Eugene Aycock
Snellville, Georgia
July 25, 1928 – December 13, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 16, 1971

Linden Green Johnson, Jr.
Waynesboro, Georgia
Dec. 13, 1944 – Dec. 18, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Sep. 20, 1974

31766

Ralph Teman Barfield, Jr.
19757
Lithia Springs, Georgia
November 12, 1948 - August 28, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 8, 1982

Franklin D. Lantrip
Kennesaw, Georgia
February 8, 1933 – December 5, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 11, 1963

21942

Dorsey Wilson Britt
Atlanta, Georgia
March 24, 1918 – November 17, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 13, 1967

24651

Willie Frank Norman, Jr.
Atlanta, Georgia
May 29, 1926 – September 23, 2015
Created at Yaarab on March 20, 1971

18694

Walter Edward Burdette
Washington, Georgia
July 26, 1936 – August 21, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 13, 1962

23660

Arthur Boyd Williams
Tucker, Georgia
May 2, 1930 – December 7, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 5, 1969

36613

James Donald Carder
Flowery Branch, Georgia
February 15, 1943 – August 22, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 10, 1994

17830

Marion Zaglin
Atlanta, Georgia
March 23, 1927 – December 6, 2015
Created at Yaarab on Dec. 9, 1959

29053

Robert Fuqua Durham
Peachtree City, Georgia
July 16, 1933 – September 4, 2015
Created at Yaarab on June 9, 1976

27822
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
November/ December Hospital Trip Report
Driver

Temple Greenville,
#
SC

Dwayne Coleman
Jim Marshall
J.D. Mitchell
Bob Smith
Harold Atkinson
Ron Avery
Tom Oliver

31631
40492
25509
38678
35849
33910
39663

Wayne Shellnut
Bob Stillman
Eric Beavers

36234
37045
40299

Bill Underdown
Warren Shore
Bobby Savage

30167
25052
35108

1

Bill Wise
Marty Bruce
Ron Leps
Ronnie Duncan
Harry Fuller
Perry Gibbs
Scott Horne
Bill Morgan
Emmett Orr
Lee Williams
Total Patients

28143
40261
40453
40311
32494
40256
40708
37375
27695
39064

1

Cincinnati,
OH

St. Louis,
MO

2
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
1
1
2

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
10

2
1

13

19 Trips. 25 Drivers.
Thank You Nobles, We Appreciate You!
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE
Recorders Report for November & December, 2015
Regular
Membership
Membership, November 1
Created/Added

Associate
Membership

3820
34

Total

30
2

3850
36

Affiliated
Restored
Demitted/Dropped
Suspended
Deaths

13
(22)
(325)
(31)

(3)
-

13
(25)
(324)
(31)

Net change

(330)

(1)

(331)

3490

29

3519

Membership, December 31

Widows and Widowers
By Judy Campbell
Happy New Year to Yaarab nobles and their ladies. Congratulations to newly elected Potentate Brent Bivens and
his Lady Pam. We look forward to a great year with their leadership and the other Divan members.
Our club ended 2015 with our annual Christmas luncheon with 42 in attendance, which included a number of Divan
members. We are very grateful to them for attending. We had our annual election of officers installed by High Priest
and Prophet Dennis Hewatt. Officers elected were as follows: President, Judy Campbell; Vice President, Jerry Brookshire; Secretary, Marilyn Simmerman; and Treasurer, Elizabeth Rogers.
Several club members attended the Ladies luncheon and election. We assisted the Potentate in distributing membership cards prior to the election.
We enjoyed the Circus Kickoff and prepared the taco salads. This is a great time to meet and greet the nobility
and join in the plans for the Circus.
We invite any Widow or Widower interested in becoming a part of our club, to attend our meetings on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at 11:00 a.m. in our room. If you have questions, please call me at (770) 529-5866 or (404)
558-6683. Our next meeting will be January 27. You are most welcome to come visit and join us.
Looking forward to seeing everyone soon!
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Yaarab Shrine Center
400 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30308

PETE GUY
PHONE 770-445-6831

PETE GUY PAVING, INC.
DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS
PATCHING & SEAL COATING

FREE ESTIMATES

P.O. BOX 243—HIRAM, GA. 30141

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

