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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE 
 

“Building a Better Tomorrow for Children Today” 
 
Dear Nobles and Ladies: 
The “75th Anniversary of the Yaarab Shrine Circus and Fair 2017” is now history.  It was indeed a 
successful and beautiful Circus.  A tremendous amount of work went into the building of this Cir-
cus especially with the many changes we had this year. You often worked through illness and al-
ways unselfishly sacrificed your time with family to build this Circus.  In true “Yaarab” fashion, 
you all stepped up doing whatever was necessary to make the “75th Circus” the best Circus ever!  
Dona and I appreciate your sacrifices, admire your dedication, and hard work. You all are truly a 
great inspiration to me.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 
June is the time to enjoy ourselves in Helen, where we welcome the next generation of nobles and 
their ladies that are essential to carry Yaarab on for generations to come.  Enjoy our many activi-
ties we have planned; the Parade and our Party on Saturday night.   
  
July will be a trip to the Imperial Session in Daytona Beach, Florida, but also something new.  Don't miss out on a “4th 
of July” Celebration on July 1st at Yaarab Shrine.  We will have an old fashioned “Homecoming”, inviting all nobles and 
their families to enjoy fellowship together with family games and food.  Then our “Sportsmen’s Raffle” will be on July 
22nd.  Come and support us as many will have the opportunity to win cash and prizes.  We finish the month with the Cir-
cus Appreciation on July 29th, where we express our many thanks for all your hard work. 
 
I am having a fun year working with all of you.  Words cannot express the gratitude I feel for your love and support.  I 
will always do my best “Building a Better Tomorrow for Children Today”.  

 
 
 
 
 

Danny Huggins 
Potentate 2017 
                                                                                                                                

OFFICIAL CALL OF THE POTENTATE 

Notice is hereby given of a stated meeting of Yaarab Temple, 

A.A.O.N.M.S., 

400 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 

For transaction of such business and ceremonial as may be regularly presented 

On: 

Wednesday,  June 7,  2017 at 7:00 P.M. 

Social at 5:30 P.M.; Dinner at 6:00 P.M. 

Attest: 

Jeff Ferguson, Recorder                      Danny Huggins, Potentate 
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Divan Corner 
News from your 2017 Divan Members 

Yaarab Divan members and their ladies send a big “THANK YOU”! 

Our sincere and heartfelf thanks goes to all Yaarab nobles and ladies who devoted their time and efforts to work at a suc-

cessful 2017 Circus and Fair from “Set-up” to “Take-down”. Great weather, along with hard work, fun and fellowship 

made for a great event. 

Illustrious Potentate Danny Huggins (right) presents plaque to “Honorary 

Ringmaster” Gary H. Leazer, Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons of 

the state of Georgia. 

Honorary Ringmaster 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

A Father’s Prayer 

 
     Greetings, nobles and ladies.  I hope all is well.  It seems as if the year just began and now 
it’s half over.  Our 75th Shrine Circus, Carnival, and Flea Market was a huge success.  Illustri-
ous Sir Danny and 1st Lady Dona, as well as, our Divan and ladies worked diligently in the 
realm of physical and structural leadership, along with all our nobility and their ladies, in 
continuing Yaarab’s largest fundraiser.  Thank you everyone who attended both of our Sun-
day Worship services in the Big Top, and the Entertainers and the Legion of Honor for their 
participation.  Every year gets better, and it is truly an honor for me to spread the Gospel of 
our Savior. 

     In the month of June, we celebrate Father’s Day.  As I began to pray about what God 
would place on my heart to put in this article, I realized how blessed I was to have known my father.  He not only raised 
me in the sense of a word, but also as a Master Mason. We went through Scottish Rite Bodies and Shrine together.  
That was a blessing many don’t receive.  Many children never know their father and that is a shame.  Not only does the 
child suffer, but the father misses out, as well.  As fathers, it is our responsibility to lead, direct, and provide for our 
children.  Children’s responsibility is to obey our father.  Dads are to be a good example for our children.  A good ques-
tion to ask ourselves is, do we want our children to be just like us?  Remember, we are examples, either a good one or a 
bad one, our children copy what they see and hear.  Matthew 5:16 gives us a pattern to go by; it reads, Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your father which is in Heaven.  If our light shines 
bright glorifying the Father in Heaven then we set a good example of testifying our faith as a believer.   

     The title of this article is from a prayer I once read (author unknown). A Father’s Prayer: Give me, O God, the wis-
dom that I need to mold the tender lives within my care; Give me the power that I may subtly lead them into righteous-
ness – true joy is there.  I ask for them no rainbowed path of ease; I ask for them no store of wealth or fame; I only ask 
that by their lives they please Thee and the world with an untarnished name.  I know that man is weak, and life is 
strong, and sometimes honest roads look very drear; that winning laurels often takes too long and luring vistas from all 
sides appear.  But while my young are still beneath my wing, God, help me guide them right in everything. 

     What kind of a father are you?  When your children need correction, are you patient with them?  When your chil-
dren make mistakes, do you forgive them?  When your children need love and affection, do you spend time with them 
showing them how much you love them?  When your children have problems, are you understanding and kind? When 
your children have sorrows and disappointments, are you sympathetic and compassionate?  And when your children 
need spiritual training, do you set an example by your life and read the Bible, pray with them, and take them to church 
and Sunday school?  If you have failed in this one, you have failed in all. 

     In the month of July, we celebrate the Fourth, the Birthday of our great country known as Independence Day.  This 
is a day we should honor our military, as well as, our veterans because if not for these brave soldiers, we would not en-
joy the freedom we have in this great country.  And for our forefathers, for their faith, prayers and Godly wisdom put 
into law to make this country what it is today.  And for our infinite Creator for the blessings placed upon our country to 
be the best country in the world, it truly is a land of freedom and opportunity.  When upon bended knees continue to 
give thanks for these we’ve mentioned and for our new President Donald J. Trump, that God will give him wisdom to 
lead this country in a Godly manner.  

     Please remember our Worship service on Sunday morning June 11th in Helen 10:00 a.m. at the Helendorf Hotel.  All 
are invited. 

 

May God’s Blessings Be Upon You! 

Rev. Dennis E. Bellamy 

By Dennis Bellamy  
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SUMMER CEREMONIAL  GOLF TOURNAMENT June 9, 2017 

Innsbruck Golf Club 

 
 

 
 
 
Location: 

Innsbruck Golf Club 
664 Bahn Innsbruck  
Helen, GA 30545 
(706) 878-2100 
Registration at 8:00 a.m. 
Shotgun start at 10:00 a.m. 
  

Entry Fee/s: 

 $100 per player 

 Hole Sponsor $500 per team 
o Four Playing Spots 
o Green Fee, Carts & 

Range Balls 
o Sign 

 Tournament Sponsorship 
$125 per sign 

 Mulligans $5 

 19
th

 Hole Long Drive Shootout 
$20 

 Hole 1 – Long Drive Shootout  
Top 6 players 

 Hole 7 -  Longest Drive next to 
line (plaque) 

 Hole 4 - Closest to Pin - Plaque 

 Hole 8 – 19 Hole shootout  
$ 20.00 

 Hole 15 – Par 3 $5 
competition. 

 Food will be sold on the 
course by Alpine Shrine Club 

 
Registration: 
Please return registration with 
payment to 
Attention Tournament Director 
Lonnie Mahan770-503-5949 
Atlanta Yaarab Shrine 
400 Ponce de Leon Ave NE 
Atlanta, GA. 30308 

  

 
 
 
PLEASE PRINT INFORMATION BELOW 
Foursome:  __________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________ 

Email______________________________ 

Address: ______________________________  

City: _____________St:_______ Zip:_________ 

 

PLAYER LIST 
Player: ______________________________________ 

Player: ______________________________________ 

Player: ______________________________________ 

Player: ______________________________________ 

 

PAYMENT 
Hole Sponsor Payment ($500): $___________________ 

Tournament Sponsorship ($125 per hole): $___________________ 

 

Sponsorships: 
Yaarab 2017  Golf tournaments are seeking Corporate Sponsorships 



BIRTHDAY PARTIES ARE BACK AT YAARAB SHRINE 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTIES WILL BE HELD IN YAARAB BALLROOM 
6:00 p.m. Social Hour – 6:30 p.m. Dinner 

 
June 5th, 2017 – June and July Birthdays 

August 7th, 2017 – August and September Birthdays 
October 2nd, 2017 – October and November Birthdays 

December 4th, 2017 – December and January Birthdays 
 

Dress: Business Casual – Please wear your fez 
R.S.V.P. is REQUIRED – Please send in your reply card to Yaarab Office 

Potentate’s Escort 

Beautiful Helen Georgia 

For the Billy Pruitt Memorial Ride! 

June 9th   -   Lineup 9:30 A.M.  at the 

Country Inn & Suites 

Train will roll out at 10:00 A.M.  

We will be dropping in for some 

Camaraderie and great food at the 

Wagon Wheel Restaurant. 

All motorcycles, four wheelers, 3 wheelers, 

dune buggies, sports cars, show cars, old timers, 

Heck if you can drive it, Bring IT! 

Room for All! 
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2017 April and May Birthday Photos 
Captions by Robert Rhodes and Photos by Thom Ledford 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS: 
FRONT ROW (L/R):  Johnny Cosby, Treasurer Tom Holt, High Priest & 
Prophet Bruce Ridley, Chief Rabban Gary Lewis, Past Potentate Brent 
Bivens, Illustrious Potentate Danny Huggins, Past Potentate Larry Cline, 
Douglas Stisher, Assistant Rabban Dennis Hewatt, Oriental Guide Den-
nis Davidson, Recorder Jeff Ferguson. 
 
BACK ROW (L/R):  Tom Miller, Terry Bruckner, Gene Carroll, Ezcquiel 
Rivero, Ken Bobbitt, Dwight Swanson, Ron Avery, James Watkins, Mar-
shall Patton, Jessie Chambers, Kevin Weinz. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS: 
FRONT ROW (L/R):  John Maly, Tom Holcomb, Treasurer Tom 
Holt, High Priest & Prophet Bruce Ridley, Chief Rabban Gary Lewis, 
Illustrious Potentate Danny Huggins, Assistant Rabban Dennis 
Hewatt, Oriental Guide Dennis Davidson, Recorder Jeff Ferguson,  
Jerry Watkins . 
 
BACK ROW (L/R):  Perry Gibbs,  Alexander Davidson, Dan McDan-
iel,  Jim Stroup, Herman Johnson,  Mark Lawrence, Gary Harmony, 
Don Bedell, Bob Denham, Gordon Fox, Tommy Sweatman. 

 
OLDEST AND YOUNGEST 
NOBLES ATTENDING THE 
2017 APRIL/MAY BIRTHDAY 
DINNER:   
Pictured (l/r):  Illustrious Po-
tentate Danny Huggins with 
John Maly (95 years young), 
and Perry Gibbs (34 years old).   

YAARAB 100 CLUB CELEBRATION ANNUAL LUNCHEON PHOTOS 
By Robert Rhodes and Photos by Thom Ledford 

 
The Yaarab 100 Club, composed of the 100 nobles who have the greatest numbers of years in the Shrine, held it’s Annual 
Meeting on April 26, 2017 in the Ballroom of Yaarab Shrine.  After a social hour, the membership present enjoyed a fine 
lunch.  Later, Illustrious Sir Danny Huggins allowed each noble to introduce himself and his lady, or escort, and remi-
nisce about his years as a Shriner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Row Pictured (l/r):  Harold Stemey, James Tilley, James Drew, Robert Brown, Douglas Stisher, Jeff Rossen, Charles Shainker, Thomas Cren-
shaw, Past Potentate Marshall Stephens, Bobby Traylor, Cecil Massey, Carl Hyde. 
 
Rear Row Pictured (l/r):  William Landrum, Grady Nichols, William Martin, Jones Brewer, John Maly, Illustrious Potentate Danny Huggins, Larry 
Greenberg, Fred Vickers, Stinson Adams III, Donald Bramlett, Charles Arnold, Joseph Looper. 
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Glock Inc. Donation to Yaarab Shrine 
By Ronnie Tibbitts 

 

     The Divan of Yaarab Shrine met at Glock Inc, for the formal presentation of their annual $10,000 check to the 75th 

Annual Yaarab Shrine Circus, Fair and Flea Market.  This is the ninth year that Glock has elected to support our Circus 

for which we are especially grateful. Thank You Glock, for your continued support of Yaarab Shrine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L/R  Treasurer Tom Holt, High Priest and Prophet Bruce Ridley, Chief Rabban Gary Lewis,  Illustrious Potentate Danny Huggins, Noble Ronnie Tib-

bitts, Assistant  Rabban Dennis Hewatt, Oriental Guide Dennis Davidson, Recorder Jeff Ferguson 
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TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO 

By Jerry “Jug Haid” Rogers 

 
    The 50

th
 Annual Shrine Circus, Fair and Flea Market closed as a success.  Held from April 24

th
 to May 

3
rd

, Yaarab members enjoyed good weather and record breaking attendance for this annual event.  With the 

addition of the flea market, the proceeds of the entire campaign exceeded $1 MILLION DOLLARS.  The 

newly designed Executive Aide program produced 32 Gold Executive Aides and 5 Platinum Executive 

Aides.  Potentate Englett couldn’t give enough thanks to the nobles and ladies of Yaarab Shrine for their 

hard work, dedication and continued support.   

   April 21
st
 marked a sad day for the nobles of Yaarab and Masons through out Georgia as we mourned 

the loss of a good friend and brother, Illustrious Sir Hoyt Padgett.  After a long battle with cancer, brother 

Padgett joined the celestial lodge above.  He was only 67 years old.  Hoyt was not only remembered as 

one of the most popular Potentates of Yaarab but also as the current Junior Grand Warden of the Grand 

Lodge of Georgia.  Ill Sir Padgett was born November 11, 1924 in Dawsonville, Ga. and later served in the 

U.S. Army during WW II.  He had served as Worshipful Master of Sardis Lodge No. 107, Past High Priest 

of Sardis Chapter, Past Commander of Coeur de Lion Commandery, Director of the Royal Order of Jesters 

and President of North Fulton Chamber of Commerce.  A lover of fine horses and former president of the 

Yaarab Mounted Patrol, he had served as president of the Southeastern Horse Patrol Association, 

International Shrine Horse Patrol Association and North Fulton Saddle Club.  He had also been Chief of 

the Fulton County Sheriff’s Posse. 

   Hoyt never ceased making the Blue Lodge the most important part of being a Shriner.  During an 

interview after becoming Potentate he said of fellow-nobles, “ If they believe in Shrinedom, they should 

demonstrate it by being active in their Blue Lodge and set a proper example for their Masonic brothers”.  

Ill. Sir Padgett set this example every day.  His son, Steve, at the time was following closely in his 

footsteps and was serving on the Elective Divan of Yaarab Temple as Treasurer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKE THIS A MEMORABLE DAY FOR YAARAB SHRINE 

Games and rides for the kids. Music, food and fun for everyone. 

Event times are 12 noon till 5 p.m.  

Bring the family and a friend and enjoy the day. 
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Nobles Speak to Residents at Lodge at Bridge Mill  
By Ralph O. Dennis 

 
     Back in the winter of 2016, the Cherokee Masonic Memorial Club performed a memorial service for a brother from 
Florida.  He had been a resident of the Lodge at Bridge Mill.  The President of the club, Noble David Wellman, had spo-
ken to the staff of the Lodge and he was asked to come and speak to the residents at one of their birthday parties about 
the Shrine.  He asked Brother/Noble Ralph O. Dennis to go along.  
     On April 26, they attended the party.  Noble Dennis had ordered some brochures about Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren from the Imperial.  Armed with the brochures and a couple of small posters, off they went.  The monthly birthday 
party is usually attended by approximately 30 residents (all senior citizens).  While the residents enjoyed their cake, 
Nobles Wellman and Dennis gave them a history of the Shrine and talked about the work our Shriners Hospitals for 
Children do.  The residents were amazed at the amount of work we offer to families.  The nobles were amazed at their 
interest.  What we found out was how many in attendance were in some way related to a brother or noble. 
      Should the occasion arise, we encourage any noble to seize that opportunity and spread the word of our work.  Per-
haps some donations will come as a result, or even a patient referral. 

Membership Corner 
By John Law 

 

     Our Yaarab teams are working on retaining and restoring our membership in 2017.  Here is a short update:  Myself, 
Danny Huggins and Bruce Ridley have maintained communications with those that are not current in 2017 dues in-
cluding mailings, direct callings and use of calling post with personal messages from our Potentate, Danny Huggins.  
Bryan Baldwin and Dennis Hewatt are on point to contact those that have been suspended in the past 5 years with a 
direct contact initiative.  Lee English and Tom Holt have a list of those that want to participate in the new membership 
specialist position and training, and are ready to move forward with that program.  Ralph Dennis and Dennis Davidson 
will have the new member packets in Helen including Ralph’s new member booklet.  This booklet gives new nobles in-
cite into many different programs and activities of our organization.  Ralph will also follow-up with new nobles to as-
sure they are connected with a Club or Unit.  And finally, Perry Gibbs has a team focused on updating Yaarab Technol-
ogy, which will play a role in supporting membership and public relations. 

     Perry and myself attended a public relations seminar in Tampa in early May.  This is important because Imperial 
sees Public Relations primary role as supporting membership and Yaarab Shrine fundraising goals using 4 medias; 
email, Web, social media and print.  Yaarab is burning on all cylinders.  Our print, “Basharat”, is one of the finest, and 
we have a great editor, Sam Black. 

     Food for thought, will the new hospital commercials showing Shriners wearing fezzes have an impact on our ability 
to attract new members; as well as, greater brand recognition with bucketing on the streets?  Opportunity may be 
knocking! 

     Please continue to reach out to those that are not participating in our activities and events.  Always invite brother 
Masons to any untylered events at your Club/Unit and activities and events at Yaarab. 

     Remember; everyday is membership day! 
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Rainy Day Giveaway Photos 

Photos by Thom Ledford 

2017 Circus Photos 
Photos by Casi Cowan 
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June 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Charity Daylight 
Lodge #754 

2 3 

4 5 

May/June Birth-
day Dinner 6PM 

6 7 

Stated Business 
Meeting 7PM 
Social 5:30PM 
Dinner 6PM 

8 

Summer Ceremo-
nial—Helen, GA 

9 

Summer Ceremo-
nial—Helen, GA 

10 

Summer Ceremo-
nial—Helen, GA 

11 

Summer Ceremo-
nial—Helen, GA 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

Father’s Day 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

July 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Homecoming/
Open House 
12PM—3PM 

2 3 4 

Independence 
Day 

5 6 

Charity Daylight 
Lodge #754 

7 8 

9 

Imperial Session 
Daytona Beach FL 

10 

Imperial Session 
Daytona Beach FL 

11 

Imperial Session 
Daytona Beach FL 

12 

Imperial Session 
Daytona Beach FL 

13 

Imperial Session 
Daytona Beach FL 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Sportsmen’s Raf-
fle 10AM 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29Circus Ap-

preciation Dinner 
5PM 

30 31      
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August 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

Charity Daylight 
Lodge #754 

4 5 

6 7 

July & August 
Birthday Dinner 
6PM 

8 9 10 11 12 

Escort Giveaway 
6PM 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 

SESA Warner 
Robbins 

24 

SESA Warner 
Robbins 

25 

SESA Warner 
Robbins 

26 

SESA Warner 
Robbins 
Hospital Kickoff 
6PM 

27 28 29 30 31   

Southeastern Shrine Association 

Summer Convention — 8/23/2017 to 8/26/2017 

Warner Robbins, GA 
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2017 PARADE SCHEDULE 
May 16, 2017 

 

   Date  Time          Parade/Location 
 
May 29 10:00 am  Memorial Day – Gainesville, GA - VOLUNTEER 
 
June 10 2:00 pm  Summer Ceremonial – Helen, GA 
 
June 24    10:00 am  7th District Masonic Parade  -  Marietta, GA 
 
July 1  5:30 pm  Independence Day Celebration - Social Circle, GA VOL 
 
July 11 7:00 pm  Imperial Session – Daytona Beach, FL 
 
July 22 10:00 am  Rockmart Homespun Festival - Rockmart, GA 
 
Aug 5  10:30 am  65th  Annual Old Soldiers Day - Alpharetta, GA 
 
Aug 19 10:00 am  SESA – Warner Robins, GA VOLUNTEER  
  
Sept 4 10:00 am  Sweetwater Labor Day - Douglasville, GA 
 
Sept 9 10:00 am  Gold Rush Days - Villa Rica, GA 
 
Sept 16 9:00 am  SASA – Myrtle Beach, SC 
 
Sept 23 10:00 am  Hoschton Fall Festival - Hoschton, GA 
 
Oct 7  10:00 am  Cedartown Fall Festival - Cedartown, GA 
 
Oct 7  2:00 pm  Rome Shrine Day – Rome, GA 
 
Oct 14 TBD   Shaddai Temple – Panama City, Florida 
 
Oct 21 10:00 am  Ellijay Apple Festival – Ellijay , GA  
 
Nov 11 10:00 am  Veteran’s Day – Dalton, GA  
 
Dec 1            6:00 pm      Butts County Christmas Parade – Jackson,GA  VOL 
 
Dec 2  10:00 am  11TH  Annual Founder’s Day - Johns Creek,  GA 
Dec 2  5:00 pm  8th Annual Fayetteville Christmas Tree Lighting - VOL 



     My name is Nina Manuel. I started my first fundraising project in September, 2011.  My mom was telling me about a 
co-worker’s mom who was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and was not covered by private insurance or Medicare.  She 
needed money to pay for radiation treatments and surgery.  I am now in college and pursuing a career in nursing so I can 
continue to make a difference. 
     Nina’s Share-A-Bear started as an idea to raise money to purchase stuffed bears to share with sick kids so they would 
have something to hug while going through their illness.  This evolved into making homemade bears.  With the support 
and help of my parents and other family friends I started “Nina’s Share-A-Bear”. 
     For every bear that I make and sell, I make and donate a second bear to an organization that works with children.  My 
bears are used by the roadrunners when they are transporting children to one of the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  I 
am also donating $10 for every bear purchased using the coupon code SHRINER to Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
     I have sold over 1,300 bears since April, 2013.  This is giving me the opportunity to provide 1,300 smiles to children 
and their families.  My goal is to bring a smile to the faces and hearts of everyone that is touched by my bears.  It also 
makes me smile knowing that my bears are making people happy.  It is fun to watch people talk about the bears when 
they see them.  They often remind them of a childhood memory or a memory of a loved one.   
     I want my bears to make a difference.  You can follow my bears at www.shareabear.me 
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Joining Yaarab 

at 

Upcoming Out-of Town Events? 
 

The following housing information is provided for your 

convenience! 

 

 June 8-10 - Summer Ceremonial – 

Helen Georgia 
 Coordinate housing through your Club or Unit  

 

 

 July 9-13 – Imperial Session – 

Daytona Beach Fl 
 Perry’s Ocean Edge Resort – 2209 South Atlantic 

Ave. 

800-447-0002 

Cut-off date: 6/8/17 

 

 

 Sept 14-17 – SASA Convention – 

Myrtle Beach, SC 
 Hotel Blue – 705 S. Ocean Blvd 

843-448-4304 

Cut-off date:8/18/17 

 

 

 Oct 12-15 – Fall Outing – Panama City 

Beach, FL 
 Day’s Inn – 12818 Front Beach Road 

850-233-3333 

 

THE 44th ANNUAL 

SOUTH ATLANTIC SHRINE ASSOCIATION 

Fall Festival  -  September 13th - 17th, 2017 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
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News from Yaarab Units 
Golf Association 

By A. Gaines Wallen 
     Nobles, this year is going by fast and the 
Golf Association is having a great year.  We just concluded 
honoring the Past Presidents of the Golf Association on 
April 5, 2017.  Past Potentate J.D. Mitchell did an excellent 
job putting the program together and serving as Master of 
Ceremony for the event.  We had a large crowd, and all who 
attended, had a great time.  We also went to Greenville, 
South Carolina for out of town “Spring Golfing” trip on 
April 9 thru 12.  Joe Carone planned a wonderful get away 
for our enjoyment.  Members enjoyed playing golf and so-
cializing with our golfing family and spouses.  We also 
spent a very successful weekend at Bass Pro Shop selling 
Sportsmen’s Raffle tickets.  We have had play dates at 
Browns Mill, Bobby Jones, and Dogwood Golf Courses.   
     Photos below show trophies being presented to our first 
and second places (a tie for second place) winners.  The 
trophies were won during our two day “Spring Golf” outing 
at Legacy Pines Golf Club in Greenville, South Carolina.  
Photo on left shows Illustrious Sir Danny Huggins (left) 
presenting the “Winners  Trophy “ to Past Potentate J.D. 
Mitchell (center).  The photo on the right is our Potentate 
presenting a second place trophy to Noble Bob Slater (left), 
while Gaines Wallen (right) presents a second place trophy 
to Past Grand Master Jerry Moss (third from left).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The 75th Annual Shrine Circus is now behind us.  What a 
great Circus we had.  Thanks so much to all of our nobles 
and their spouses for working and supporting the Circus.    
     We are preparing for the Summer Ceremonial in Helen, 
GA.  On June 8, the Golf Association will have their play 
date, teeing off at 1:00 p.m. at Innsbruck Resort & Golf 
Club.  Anyone wanting to play should call Lonnie Mahan at 
(770)503-5949 for a tee time.  We welcome all Shriners and 
their guests to play with us any time. 
     On Friday, June 9, the Golf Association will conduct our 
Annual Yaarab Shrine Golf Tournament at Innsbruck.  We 
urge all clubs and units to enter a team.  Applications have 
been sent to all club and unit presidents.  Anyone wanting 
to enter a team or play on a team may contact Tournament 
Director Lonnie Mahan at (770)503-5949 or lon-
niemahan@gmail.com.  We will begin registration at 8:00 
a.m. with a shotgun start at 10:00 a.m.  Hole sponsors are 
$100.00, team entry fee is $400.00 or $100.00 per indi-
vidual.  We can place you on a team.  All profit from this 
event will go to support our Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren.  Come eat, drink and have a day of fun with your fel-
low nobles while supporting our Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. 
     We have had a lot of sickness during the last few 
months.  I will not try to name each of them by name but 
we remember each of them when upon bended knee in de-
votion to Almighty God.  We need each of them back, 
healthy, with a golf club in their hand.  We pray for their 
quick return. 
     The Yaarab Golf Association meets in the lower level of 
the Gene Bracewell Activities Building.  The Golf Associa-
tion normally meets the 1st Wednesday of each month, ex-
cept for June, we will meet on Monday, June 5.  Hospitality 
and sandwiches at 6:00 p.m., and the meeting will begin at 
7:00 p.m.   We welcome all Shriners to join us for our meet-
ings and our play dates normally the 2nd Thursday of each 
month.  You don’t have to play golf to belong to our Associ-
ation, but having fun is a requirement. 

2017 Basharat Deadline Dates 
JULY 15, 2017   AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER ISSUE 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2017 OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER ISSUE 

NOVEMBER 15, 2017 DECEMBER AND JANUARY ISSUE  
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Cedar Valley Shrine Club 
By David Johnson 

 
     This year is half over and we have been very busy.  Our 
Boston Butt sale for Easter was very good.  Our new Offic-
ers are hard at work planning for all the activities for the 
year.  The Circus started May 19 and we had a good group 
to help with cooking funnel cakes in our new location.  The 
layout was a bit different this year, but it seems to work out 
very well.  This is our 75th year for our Circus, and it is a 
good fundraising project.  We hope it will continue for 
many years to come. 
     We had guests at our March meeting, Potentate Danny 
Huggins and his Lady Dona.  We took some pictures of 
them and our parade vehicles.  We are planning to parade 
more this year and have some new additions to parade 
with.  We presented Potentate Danny and First Lady Dona 
with our new hats. 
 

 
 
     Our kids we are taking to the Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren are all doing great.  We have taken them several times 
this month for treatments and they have responded very 
well. 
     Hope we all will have a great summer and have a good 
group to attend the Summer Ceremonial in Helen.  We are 
looking forward to seeing a lot of our friends there. 
    May God bless the Shrine and all we do for our kids at 
the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Thanks to all who 
work to make this happen for all the kids.  May God bless 
this country and all who serve to make this country great.       

 
Cherokee Shrine Club 

By Don Meyer 
 

     Nobles on May 4th, we had our business meeting start-
ing with a fine taco dinner prepared by our Shrine Ladies.  
Everything was great as always.  There were 12 nobles and 
9 ladies present. 
     At our business meeting we discussed the "First Annual 
Garland Mountain Sporting Clay Tournament" for Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.  Nobles you missed a great Saturday 
morning on the mountain top.  It was a gorgeous day, a 
little breezy but nice, the Lord was really good to us, Amen.  

There were 12 Shriners helping.  Noble Ray Rollins did his 
normal excellent cooking of hamburgers and hot dogs, 
which our 16 sponsors enjoyed, as well as, the support staff 
from Garland Sporting Clays, and the Shriners that were 
there.  We also raised over $2000.00 for our kids.  If you 
were not there, you missed a great morning!  Look for our 
date for next year.  It will be bigger and better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We also discussed our upcoming appreciation dinner for 
the "Po Boys Car Club" to be held May 8th at Hickory Flat 
Masonic Lodge #205.  The appreciation dinner was held as 
planned and what a great night it was.  The members of the 
"Po Boys Car Club" were really happy with the evening: 
meal, desserts, fellowship and recognition for their efforts.  
The best thing about this night was a community group, 
Masons and Shriners working together for the benefit of 
under privileged kids in our local area schools.  AMEN 
Brethren!  
Up coming events: 
     May 27th your Shrine club will be cooking and selling 
food at the " Cherokee Cruisers" car show at Canton  Ele-
mentary School. The proceeds will be for the benefit of 
Shriners Hospitals for children.  
     Yaarab’s Summer Ceremonial will be held in Helen, Ga. 
June 8, 9, and 10. 
Another great Yaarab event.  Hope to see you all there.  
     Nobles, your Officers are working hard for you and your 
Club.  We need your help!  Come out, join in the fun and 
fellowship.  Next meeting is June 1st.  We will see you then. 
 

Fayette Shrine Club 
By John Law 

 
     On April 23rd, Fayette Lodge 711 awarded service pins to 
three brothers; who are also members of Fayette Shrine 
Club.  Brothers Bill Semon and Walt Swafford received 
their 50-year recognition pin and brother George Thurlow 
received his 65-year recognition pin.  Wow, that's 165 years 
of masonic experience.  All three of these nobles have been 
great contributors to our Masonic bodies.  Congratulations! 
 

News from Yaarab Clubs 



     Have you been to Fayette Club lately?  We are making 
some very much needed upgrades to our facility.  We re-
cently installed new carpet, painted walls and repaired ceil-
ings.  Some exterior cosmetic work and exterior lighting 
repairs have been made.  Fifty interior overhead lights are 
being replaced with beautiful LED lighting that will bring a 
whole new look to the facility.  More upgrades to come! 
     What else is on the horizon for Fayette Shrine Club?  We 
have a couple of new members coming into the Shrine.  
Hopefully they will join Fayette Shrine Club, but are not 
sure if they will make the upcoming Helen class in June.  
And some expressed interest coming to us by other Ma-
sons.  Walter Harris has taken on a leadership position at 
Fayette Club joining our line as second vice president.  
Walter did a great job of WM at 711 last year and is a great 
addition to the team.  As always our President Mike Lon-
don, is busy planning events and activities. 
     Look forward to seeing everyone in Helen. 
 

Northeast Dekalb Shrine Club 
By Sam Black 

 
     Happy July Birthday Greetings are extended to Bill Estes 
(27).  Happy July Anniversary Greetings are extended to 
Sam and Tricia Black (2); Sam and Carol Draisen (15), and 
Pierce and Mickie Dacus (22).   
     President Gordon Fox wishes to thank all the Northeast 
Dekalb nobles for their support in selling ads, tickets, and 
sponsorships for the 2017 Circus.  Congratulations to Sam 
Black and Associate Member Jim Rust for reaching the 
Thousandaire Level plus more.  
     The Black Camel visited our club on April 22, 2017, with 
the passing of long time member John Dacus.  John was a 
devoted Shriner, Charter Member of Northeast Shrine 
Club, and, Charter Member of Northeast Dekalb Shrine 
Club.  His photo can be found on the Yaarab “Wall of 
Fame” for his accumulation of over 100,000 Crown of Hon-
or points.  He was very active until his recent illness.  Our 
thoughts, prayers, and deepest sympathy are extended to 
the Dacus family on their loss.  John will be sorely missed.    
     If you know any member with illnesses, please let a club 
Officer know, so we can offer assistance if necessary. 
     Let’s remember our service men and women who are in 
harm’s way to protect our freedom.  We pray for their safe-
ty and return home soon.      
     We’ve heard that there are a lot of “At-Large” members 
in Yaarab Shrine.  The Northeast Dekalb Club would like to 
offer an open invitation to come visit with us at our 1st 
Tuesday of every month meeting.  We congregate in our 
club room in the Gene Bracewell Activities Building until 
6:30 p.m., and then have dinner together.  Our meeting 
starts at 7:30 p.m.  We’re a small club, but run strong.  If 
interested in visiting, please come by and join us sometime.   
 

Paulding County Shrine Club 
By Guy Fisher 

 
     The Park Style dance party was a huge hit.  We occupied 
a few tables this year.  We are so proud of our nobles and 

their ladies.  Everyone’s participation is greatly appreciat-
ed.  The band and the fellowship were great! 
     We had a memorial for Noble Charles Hardy on April 23.  
We had a small ceremony to honor his life and his time in 
the Shrine.  Charles Hardy was a great asset to Yaarab 
Shrine and he is greatly missed.  
     The 75th Annual Shrine Circus is in the books for this 
year.  As in the past, everyone seemed to have a great time.  
The new facilities for the taco salad stand, nachos and 
cheese and apple dumplings stand went very well.  A huge 
thanks to all the nobles and ladies for all your help at the 
“Rainy Day Giveaway”.  
     

Rome Shrine Club 
By Rick Collins 

 
The annual Rome Shrine Club Easter Egg Hunt for disabled 
children in the county and City of Rome,  was held Friday 
April 14, 2017 at Coosa High School football field. Below 
are pictures from the event. 

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d) 



Slate City Shrine Club 
By Randy Stone 

 
     By the time this is printed, the 75th Annual Yaarab 
Shrine Circus and Carnival will be over.  Thank you to all of 
our nobles who bucketed, sold ads/sponsorships and 
Sportsmen’s Raffle tickets.  Slate City surpassed last year’s 
totals by a wide margin.  We more than tripled our pledge 
this year.  We should have 12 Thousandaires, two Personal 
Aides and five Gold Executive Aides by the end of the Cir-
cus fund drive.  We also want to give a big thank you to the 
nobles and ladies from Slate City who manned the south 
gate during the Circus.  They do a great job and have fun in 
the process. 
     The Helen Summer Ceremonial is coming up in June.  
We are looking forward to having a good many of our Slate 
City nobles and ladies, as well as, new candidates and their 
families in Helen.  The fun and fellowship are what it’s all 
about.  We also have the Imperial Session coming up.  
There is still a lot of work to do, and more fun to be had.  
The Sportsmen’s Raffle is near the end of July, and the 
Rockmart Homespun Festival is near the end of June. 
     Please keep our nobles, their families and loved ones in 
your prayers.  Also pray for our leaders and military to keep 
us safe and secure. 
     We hold our monthly meetings the second Tuesday of 
each month.  Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., and the meeting starts 
at 7:30 p.m.  We are located at 1204 Piedmont Avenue in 
Rockmart Ga.  We invite all nobles to come visit and see 
what we have going on at Slate City Shrine Club. 
 

Sweetwater Shrine Club 
By Mike Scheib 

 
     With the temperatures reaching outside, It feels like we 

skipped Spring and went straight into Summer.  Even so, 
that did not stop the Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Party 
recently held at Yaarab Shrine.  Children of all ages filled 
the Activities Building and attacked the Easter eggs on the 
front lawn of Yaarab Shrine.  When all the prizes were col-
lected, everyone feasted on hamburgers and hot dogs pre-
pared by the Sweetwater Shrine Club Culinary Crew.  Ice 
cream, popcorn, and cotton candy were also available, 
along with children having their pictures taken with the 
Easter Bunny.   
     For the 27th year, members of the Sweetwater Shrine 
Club held their Annual Auction at Topps Bar and  Grille in 
Douglasville.  This event was started by one of the Sweet-
water’s first members, Tommy “Shoes” McGahee.  To this 
day, many of his family members attend the auction in his 
memory.  This year’s auction was especially eventful when 
our Illustrious Potentate and his Lady joined us.  Illustrious 
Sir Danny Huggins accepted the challenge for one of the 
fundraising events that we do at our auction – whipped 
cream pie in the face.  First Lady Dona was more than hap-
py to assist in throwing the pie. 
     Now, the month of May has arrived and everyone knows 
that means, “Circus Time”.  Everyone has been on the 
street corners with buckets and selling ads and sponsor-
ships for the Circus.  Illustrious Sir Danny Huggins has 
picked some great rewards for everyone’s efforts.  From the 
Thousandaire shirt to the awesome jacket with this year’s 
Circus logo commemorating this year’s 75th year, nobles 
can be proud to receive any of the gifts.  The Yaarab 
maintenance crew at the Circus grounds are to be com-
mended on a “great job” getting the grounds ready for the 
noble’s campers and facilities for visitors to enjoy.  It was 
great seeing everyone again, and hope to do it again in 
2018.  

News from Yaarab Clubs (cont’d) 

Cedar Valley Shrinettes 
By Glenda Johnson 

      
     I hope everyone is enjoying the start of summer.  Vaca-
tions are here, and I hope all will have a wonderful time. 
     Our club has been busy this Spring with our annual yard 
sale, bake sale, and helping nobles with the Boston Butts 
sale.  Great job guys. 
     Our club was excited about working the 75th Annual 
Yaarab Shrine Circus and Carnival.  We helped our nobles 
in the funnel cake booth.  We hope this will turn out to be 
the best year for Yaarab Shrine. 
     Several club members and nobles went to the Yaarab 
Shrine Center for the Annual Rainy Day Giveaway and en-
joyed it very much. 
     We had our annual bake sale and it was a success.  
Thanks to all who baked, worked, and for the community’s  
support.  Our first annual yard sale was fun, and we did 
well.  We had a lot of fun and made quite a bit of money. 

     Thanks to President Nancy Hamrick and Vice President 
Louise Casey for the great job they are doing this year.  The 
dining room is always beautifully decorated, and the food is 
always great.  Thanks again, for what you do for our club.  
     We need to pray for our country, government, president, 
and all military and their families.  July 4th is coming up, 
and we need to remember what this means to us and our 
country.  God Bless America. 
 

Cher-O-Kettes 
By Sheri Crowe 

      
President Melodie Richards and Julie Isom attended the 
Circus Kickoff and worked with their nobles at the Circus.  
Many other Cherokee ladies volunteered their time also in 
various ways.  The Cher-O-Kettes were fortunate enough to 
be able to have been a sponsor this year. 

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries 

Continued on page 32 



     The Cher-O-Kettes have been busy.  They were thanked 
for having helped provide cakes for the first clay shoot 
sponsored by the Cherokee Club.  Many members sold 
Belk’s “Charity Day” tickets.  Vice President Barbara Hicks 
and Judy Warren helped in the Canton store for the fall 
sale which counted in the club receiving over $100 for par-
ticipation.  Most recently for the Belk’s spring sale, our 
members again stepped-up and sold tickets.  Judy Warren, 
Barbara Clay and Sue Roper worked in the store the day of 
the sale for participation proceeds.  Several of the members 
helped with a meal on May 8 to honor the Po Boy’s Car 
Club for their donation to Cherokee Clubs and Hickory Flat 
Lodge’s Christmas benevolence program.  The Po Boy’s 
donated bicycles to be given to the children they were as-
sisting. 
     For the past several months, many Cherokee ladies and 
nobles have had illnesses or have been taking care of other 
loved ones.  Everyone that has been unable to attend meet-
ings and events are dearly missed and wished many bless-
ings from God. 
     The Cher-O-Kettes welcome our new member Pam Dob-
son.  Any lady of a Cherokee noble is welcome to attend a 
meeting and invited to join.  Our meetings are the same 
Thursday night after dinner, as when the nobles meet. 
 

Daughters of the Nile 
El Tehran Temple NO. 122 
By Kathleen Turner, PSQ 

      
     Our Foundation has a new Rose Garden program that is 
so neat.  For $5.00 you can have a Rose emailed to anyone 
whom you would like to honor.  This is especially nice for 
birthdays or special occasions.  The Roses will bloom in the 
Foundations Rose Garden at Supreme in Niagara Falls.  At 
the present, El Tehran is No. 2 of all temples in roses pur-
chased.  All money is earmarked for our one and only Char-
ity, Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Your donation allows 
the Foundation to continue to make those million dollar 
donations.  You do not have to be a member to send a Rose.  
Go to www.donfdn.org Charitable Giving Rose Program.  
Make someone’s day by sending them a beautiful rose. 
     Do you know about the Amazon Smile Program?  This is 
another neat way to make donations to our Charity and it 
does not cost you anything.  You will find the exact same 
low price, vast selection and convenient shopping experi-
ence.  When ordering from Amazon, go to Amazon Smile 
https://smile.amazon.com/, under Accounts and Lists, you 
will see an option to choose your favorite Charity and Ama-
zon will make a donation each time you shop. 
     Queen Belinda and her slate of Officers are ready to 
serve us this year.  If you have not been able to be an active 
member in the past, but now you have a little time, we 
would welcome you with open arms.  Our Stated Sessions 
will begin again in September, the second Wednesday, at 
Chamblee-Sardis Lodge.  The dinner cost is $5.00 begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m., Session at 7:30 p.m.  Mark your calendar 
now and meet with us.  The fellowship we enjoy is great.  
We guarantee that you will enjoy Queen Belinda’s Sessions. 
     If you have let your membership lapse and would like to 

renew, contact our Princess Recorder, Mary Moon Thomp-
son (770-328-3654) and she will tell you how easy it is to 
reinstate.  

“WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE CHILDREN” 

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries 

l/r—Johnny Cosby, Kathleen Turner, PSQ, 

2017 Queen Belinda Cosby 

l/r—Johnny Cosby, 2017 Queen Belinda Cosby, First 

Lady Dona Huggins, Illustrious Potentate Yaarab 

Shrine Danny Huggins 

l/r—Lady Judy Burke, 2017 Queen Belinda Cosby, Imperi-

al Captain of the Guard, Imp. Sir Richard Burke, P.P. 
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The Gwinn-ettes 
By Elaine Stone 

      
     As I write this, the 75th Yaarab Circus and Fair is coming 
to a close.  Once again, this year, our Gwinnett Club served 
Chicago dogs.  We feel it’s important for all of us to do what 
we can to ensure that the Circus is successful every year.  
We enjoy participating in all Yaarab Shrine activities like 
the recent Park Style Dance Party, where everyone had a 
great time.  Impromptu “NASCAR” races at one of our ta-
bles brought in a nice donation to the Hospital Crusade! 
     I’m proud of our Gwinn-etts who turned out in numbers 
to help with the Children’s Easter party, which was, once 
again, a wonderful event.  Each year is bigger and better 
than the year before. 
     We’re looking forward to fun in Helen, where we will 
raffle off three 2017 Summer Ceremonial commemorative 
Yeti cups at our club’s Saturday night party at our hotel.  
Hope to see you there, in the Poker Run and at the Duck 
Race! 
 

The Paulding County Shrine Ladies 
By Amber Guy 

      
     The Paulding County Shrine Ladies have been working 
hard coming up with fundraisers for the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children.  We have had some great ideas and tons of 
participation from our ladies.  We are excited to announce 
that we will be selling shirts for our latest campaign. They 
say “Shrine Wife”.  If you are like us, and have been want-
ing a new bright shirt, then this one is for you.  Contact an-
yone in our ladies club for one today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We are so thankful for all the nobles and ladies showing 
up and helping with the 75th Annual Shrine Circus and 
Fair.  We enjoyed great times with great people.  The fel-
lowship was one we will not forget.  Thank you to the Divan 
for all of your hard work.  We are so proud to work right 
along beside y'all. 
 

Rome Shrine Ladies 
By Peggy Sims 

      
          Our hearts are heavy as we write this Basharat arti-
cle.  We have lost one of our fine Shrine Ladies and a great 
person, Linda Fricks.  Linda fought a good fight and was an 
inspiration to us all.  Please keep Larry and all the family in 
your prayers. 

     Our next meeting will be June 1st at 7:00 p.m. at the 
clubhouse on Bells Ferry Rd. 
     We made $418.45 for the Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren on our “Spring Belks Charity Sale”.  Thanks to every-
one for your support.   
     The Rome Shrine Telethon for the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children will be held August 5-7.  Noble Bobby and Peggy 
Sims will be receiving items for the auction.  If you have 
anything you would like to donate, please telephone us at 
706-506-1389. 
     The Rome Shrine Club members hosted a dinner for the 
ladies in April.  The widows were honored.  Thanks to all 
the nobles for the good food and hospitality. 
     The Shrine ladies are selling raffle tickets for a hand-
made quilt.  The tickets are $1.00 each or six for 
$5.00.  The drawing will be held at our telethon on August 
7th.  Please see any Shrine lady for tickets. 
     Happy Birthday to Lawonia Bagley June 26. 
     Please continue to remember Susan Cagle as she is re-
covering at home after hernia surgery, Mary Helen 
McGregor as the doctor is trying to determine why her legs 
swell, Beth Trimble as she recovers from back surgery, Jere 
Swafford's noble John Swafford as he continues to have 
problems with his legs and Peggy Sims' noble Bobby Sims 
as he is trying to get relief from back problems as he may be 
facing surgery. 
 

Sweetwater Swirls 
By Debi Harris 

      
     We want to thank everyone that came out and supported 
our fundraising efforts by buying something at our yard 
sale on May 6th.  It worked out wonderful.  Battle Hill 
Lodge was having a fish fry, the Sons of the Confederacy 
had a yard sale on one side of the parking lot, we were on 
the other side and the church next door was having a com-
bo yard sale/bake sale, so we had good traffic.  It was a chil-
ly start, but we made a few hundred dollars, so it was worth 
it. 
     It was good seeing everyone at the Circus.  There are a 
lot of people that it’s the only time of the year that you see 
them, so it’s always good to catch up and find out how eve-
ryone is doing. 
     We want to remind everyone about our golf tournament 
coming up.  It's September 18th at Mirror Lake in Villa Rica.  
We are still looking for teams and hole sponsors.  We will 
raffle a Big Green Egg® again.  Tickets are six for $20.  We 
are already selling tickets, so don’t wait until the last mi-
nute!  If you are interested in playing in the golf tourna-
ment, please contact Pam Scheib at 770-633-0151 or myself 
at 404-354-8022, and we’ll get you a flyer out right away.  
     Look forward to seeing everyone in Helen! 

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d) 
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Widows and Widowers 
By Judy Campbell 

      
     It is hard to tell whether or not it is summer or winter 
with the climate changes we have had in the last couple of 
weeks. 
     The Rainy Day Giveaway event was a real fun time, good 
food, entertainment and a very large crowd.  Our club last-
ed until the final 15, then our number was 
called.  Congratulations to the two winners.  We will con-
tinue to support this function.  Thanks to club members for 
assisting with the serving. 

     The Circus was a great success.  Lots of fun and fellow-
ship!  This is turning out to be another great year for Yaar-
ab.  Thanks ladies for helping with the check in desk, and 
the small children's inflatables. 
     We look forward to the Summer Ceremonial in Hel-
en.  Several of our club members will be attending and gra-
ciously accepting the responsibilities we have been as-
signed.  It's always a pleasant time in Helen.  Great fellow-
ship! 
     Happy Father's Day to the nobles on June 18.  
     Any club or unit that has questions about our club, I will 
be most happy to talk with them (Judy Campbell 770-529-
5866). 

News from Yaarab’s Ladies Auxiliaries (cont’d) 

Kevin Thornton’s Letter 
Member of Washington Shrine Club 

 
     My life is full of blessings, two arms, two legs, ten fingers, ten toes, two eyes, two ears, one nose and a mouth, and 
that’s just the beginning.  However, blessings come to us in many different ways, and I would like to share my story 
with you so that you too might find hope in your many blessings.   
     My name is Kevin Thornton and I was born with cerebral palsy (CP).  When I was born, my parents were told that it 
was probable that I would never walk.  However, my parents did not accept that and neither did the Shriners.  The 
Shriners made having the surgeries and therapy I needed possible.  Growing up I faced many challenges.  At 4 years 
old, when most babies were learning to jump and run, I was having my first surgery to lengthen my heel cords.   Much 
of my life seemed normal like everyone else.  I had an older sister who was five years older than me, and she didn’t cut 
me any slack growing up.  While my parents worked, my grandmother took care of me, particularly following my sur-
geries.   
     Growing up with cerebral palsy also sometimes brought other trials that at the time seemed particularly rough on 
me, but now as I reflect on my childhood as an adult I realize that sometimes kids are just mean when someone is dif-
ferent from them.  I often was picked on because I was different, but it just made me stronger because I decided to not 
give in or give up.  I was a person who could do what other people do.   
     When I was 14, I faced my second surgery.  Again, the Shriners helped me through.  This surgery involved lengthen-
ing my hamstrings.  Following the surgery, I was in the hospital for one month of physical therapy and had to basically 
learn to walk all over again.  During that time, my school work was brought to the hospital and as I returned home I 
continued with homeschooling.  Later I returned to school to finish out the school year with my class.  I endured a lot 
of pain and it was not easy, but I had a lot of friends and family who loved me and helped me through.   
     Almost two years ago, I faced my third surgery for straightening my toes and I was sent home non-weight bearing 
for eight weeks followed by therapy.  Through it all, with the Lord’s help, I continue to get back on these two feet of 
mine every day and keep going.  I have been a Shriner for seventeen  years, and I am currently working to raise money 
and pray that I will be able to help others.  Throughout the years, many people have been there for me.  Nurses, doc-
tors, physical therapists, the Shriners and most of all my family and friends, without them I would not be able to share 
these blessings with you.  It is my hope and prayer that maybe my story will encourage someone, be the word you need 
to inspire you to push through the hard times, and realize that your life is full of blessings too, and when we are blessed 
it is so that we can bless others.   
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Continental  
Diamonds, Inc. 
 

 Fine Diamonds 

 Diamond Gold Jewelry 

 Gem Stones 

 Jewelry Repair & Appraisal 

 Custom Design 

 Jewelry Replacement 

 

Suite N113 

1117 Perimeter Center West 

Atlanta, Georgia 30338 

 

Harry Warneke, President 

Office 770-804-1277 

Fax 770-804-1273 harry_cdi@bellsouth.net 

I need a lot of old or new Christmas 

cards for a project I’m working on 

for Yaarab Hospital Crusade. 

Please call Boots Peden 

(706) 572-7957 
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24882     Leslie Wayne Arrington 

     Lithia Springs, Georgia 

     November 9, 1936 – March 22, 2017 

     Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 16, 1971 

 

39255        Jeffrey Harris Coggin 

                   Newnan, Georgia 

                   February 20, 1968 – March 14, 2017 

                   Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 12, 2004 

  

30526        Norman T. Echols 

                   Rayle, Georgia 

                   March 8, 1939 – July 11, 2016 

                   Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 13, 1979 

 

32190        Eddie Wayne Edwards 

                   Canton, Georgia 

                   March 8, 1943 – March 13, 2017 

                   Created at Yaarab Shrine on March 14, 1984  

 

40267       Earl Max Hartbarger 

                   Tocca, Georgia 

                   April 19, 1933 – November 7, 2016 

                   Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 18, 2011 

 

29249        Walter McCline Holcomb 

                    Gainesville, Georgia 

                    August 5, 1928 – March 23, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on November 10, 1956 

 

17951         C. Harrison Jackson 

     Griffin, Georgia 

                    August 3, 1935 – March 20, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 15. 1960   

 

36157      Bobby Gene McClullers 

                    Loganville, Georgia 

                    April 28, 1932 – January 18, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on December 10, 1994 

 

20084       Gordon Russell Moore 

                    Rentz, Georgia 

                    April 9, 1933 – February 24, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 18, 1964 

 

 

 

35799         Deleon Neal Ray 

                    Rutledge, Georgia 

                    December 8, 1936 – February 11, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 11, 1994 

 

24063        Marion Agnew Roddy 

                    Forest Park, Georgia 

                    January 30, 1928 – March 4, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 11, 1970 

 

30100         John N. Dacus 

      Dacula, Georgia 

     August 1 1946 – April 22, 2017 

     Created at Yaarab Shrine on September 15, 1978 

 

38233        Jimmy L. Gray 

                   Silver Creek Georgia 

                   August 29, 1955 – April 1, 2017 

                   Created at Yaarab Shrine on September 13, 2000 

  

15675         Horace Frazer Hartley 

                   Sharpsburg Georgia 

                    June 17, 1930 –April 9, 2017 

                   Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 9, 1954 

 

26852         Julius Thomas Morgan 

                    Covington, Georgia 

                    August 25 1929 –March 3, 2017 

                    Created at Yaarab Shrine on June 30, 1973  

 

35705         Charles Leon Smith 

                    Covington, Georgia 

                     July 8, 1942 – August 27, 2016 

                     Created at Yaarab Shrine on March 23, 1994  

FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE 
Recently Known Deaths 
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FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE 
January/February Hospital Trip Report 

 Driver 

Temple 

# 

Greenville, 

SC 

Cincinnati, 

OH 

St. Louis, 

MO 

     

Gene Blount 35036 2   

Seth Carter 40425  1  

Ron Avery 33910 2   

Bill Andrew 40217 1   

Wendell Boss 30838 1 1   

Eric Beavers 40299 1   

Tom Oliver 39663 2   

Junior Carter 40254 2   

Larry Gore 39651 2   

Marty Bruce 40261 1   

Bob Dean 35068 1   

Wayne Shelnutt 36234 2 3  

Michael Ramey 40504 1   

Bobby Savage 35108 1   

C.H. Scott 37861 1 1  

Jack Iler 36415 1   

Jimmie Spurlin 34050 1   

Jim Warren 32575 4   

Lee Williams 39064 1   

Randy McCaslin 38949 1   

Harold Atkinson 35849 1   

Larry Dempsey 28525 1   

Harry Fuller 32494 1   

Kye Watson 40832 2   

Perry Gibbs 40256 1   

Jimmie Lee 28939 1   

Al Pilkington 40228 1   

Jim Warren 32575 3   

Warren Shore 25052 1   

Gordon Tatum 30023 9 1  

Bill Wise 28143 1   

Mike Young 35828 1   

Russell Gunn 33447 1   

Robert Mount 30217  1  

Wayne Wilkins 35029 1   

Total Patients  31 4  

30 Trips. 

44 Drivers. 

Thank You 

Nobles, We 

 Appreciate You! 



      

Recorders Report for March 2017 

   Regular Associate  

   Membership Membership      Total 

Membership, March 1, 2017          3294               28       3322 

 Created/Added              19                -           19 

 Affiliated                -                  -              -   

 Restored                4                -              4  

 Demitted/Dropped               -                -           - 

 Suspended              (1)                -             (1) 

 Deaths              (10)                -            (10) 

 Net change               12                -          12 

Membership, March 31, 2017          3306               28        3334 

FROM THE SHRINE OFFICE 

      

Recorders Report for April 2017 

   Regular Associate  

   Membership Membership      Total 

Membership, April 1, 2017          3306               28       3334 

 Created/Added               -                1            1 

 Affiliated                1                  -              1   

 Restored                5                -              5  

 Demitted/Dropped              (1)                -          (1) 

 Suspended               -                -              - 

 Deaths               (5)                -             (5) 

 Net change                -                1           1 

Membership, April 30, 2017          3306               29        3335 
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Yaarab Shrine Center 
400 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE 

Atlanta, GA  30308 

PETE GUY PAVING, INC. 
PETE GUY 

PHONE 770-445-6831 

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS 

PATCHING & SEAL COATING 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

P.O. BOX 243—HIRAM, GA. 30141 


